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Our Sisterhood enjoyed an evening of laughs while watching The Secret
Comedy of Women at the Jeanne Rimsky Theater at Landmark
on Main Street in Port Washington, which starred Barbara Gehring
and Lisa Klein (pictured with congregants above).

Off the Bimah
What Year Is It?
by Rabbi Michael Katz

Welcome Back to One and All
by Cantor Carol Chesler

In the Christian world,
it’s 2019 A.D. (Anno Domini
– The Year of “Our Lord”). In
the Muslim world, it’s soon to
be 1441 A.H. (Anno Hegirae),
dated from the year Mohammed fled Mecca for Medina.
The Chinese year is 4715 –
counted from the reign of the
“Yellow Emperor.” For some
Hindus, it’s 5119, since the
beginning of Kali Yuga (the Age of Kali), which began
in 3102 BCE.
For Jews, we’re about to begin 5780 A.M. (Anno
Mundi – the Years since Creation). Two thousand
years ago (in a time before archeology and astronomy), people believed that God created the world
sometime around 3700 BCE. They came up with that
figure by reading the Bible carefully, and working the
genealogies backwards. Many Orthodox Jews still believe that that’s when the world was created. For the
rest of us, we keep using that date even though we
don’t believe it’s accurate. (Hey – we Jews still use the
date 2019 even though Jesus isn’t our Lord, and even
though scholars now say he wasn’t born in the year
0, but actually in 4 BCE.) The Hebrew date is used
on gravestones and ketubas – not to mention Jewish
calendars.
Before Arabic numerals were invented, Jews used
Hebrew letters to signify numbers, so the new year
will be written TUF-SHIN-PAY. Tuf equals 400, Shin
is 300, and Pay is 80. (In the
ancient world, they rarely had
a need for letters that equaled
“thousands,” so the year is
80 + 300 + 400
actually noted as “780;” the
“5000” part is understood.)
Those three Hebrew letters, if re-arranged, give
us the root SHE-TEH-F, which means “to cooperate.” Given the state of politics in our country (and in
the world) today, I’d like to think that the coming year
might be one of cooperation. (I can dream, can’t I?)
Less important than what the number of the year
is, is the fact that the new year presents us with a
golden opportunity: to start over, to begin anew, and
to get a fresh new chance.
May it be a good one, a sweet one, and a happy
one for us all.

Welcome back...from
all of the places that we traveled to over the summer. I am
fortunate to have had the opportunity to spend time teaching music at Camp Ramah in
the Berkshires, and to go up
north to visit my sister, who
spends her summers with her
family at her home outside of
Boothbay Harbor, Maine. During this most recent trip, we went to the local theater
to hear John Sebastian in concert. This is not a name
that surfaces in your morning paper, on the radio, or
even in a YouTube video these days. Years ago, however, he was famous as the lead singer for the Lovin’
Spoonful, with big hits like, Do You Believe in Magic,
You Didn’t Have to Be So Nice, and Did You Ever
Have to Make Up Your Mind? Given the average age
of the audience members in Maine, the concert was
a veritable sing-along! I recognized most of the songs
he sang but there was one huge hit I was unaware
was his – the theme song for the popular 70’s television show “Welcome Back, Kotter!” He started to sing
it, and everyone knew all of the words, including me.
As songs often do, the tune and lyrics stuck in my
head for weeks after the show. Long after I left Maine
and returned home to Long Island, I was still singing,
“Well we tease him a lot ‘cause we got him on the
spot, welcome back...welcome back...” And with those
timeless lyrics reverberating, I wanted to take the opportunity not only to wish you a welcome back to our
newsletter, but also to invite you to a welcome back
event coming up soon – our Welcome Back BBQ
on Sunday, September 15 at 5 p.m. We are holding
this backyard party to both welcome everyone back to
Temple Beth Torah after a summer away, and initiate
our celebration of the congregation’s 60th anniversary
this year. With Rosh Hashanah falling so late into the
new school year (the first day of the holiday is Monday,
September 30), we have the whole month of September to get acclimated to a new school year, and kick
off our festivities to mark this momentous time in the
life of Temple Beth Torah. There will be plenty of food,
and a chance to sing fun music together and to get reacquainted with everyone in our wonderful extended
community. Please plan to join us, so we can officially
wish you, “Welcome Back!”

Press from Our Leaders
Summertime and the Livin’ is Easy
by Rich Rothstein, Co-President

Religious School Update
by Orna Sheena, Education Director

“Summertime, and the
livin’ is easy...” When George
Gershwin wrote those lyrics
for Porgy and Bess, he clearly was not thinking about life
at Temple Beth Torah. (Side
note – while Gershwin is credited for the lyrics, he actually
only wrote the music. The lyrics were written by DuBose
Heyward.)
Summertime is a busy time around Temple Beth
Torah. It kicks off with our congregational meeting
and installation of officers. About the same time, Denise begins the next billing cycle. The Rabbi begins
working on his high holiday sermons and thinking of
new ways to make us think – not only about us but
also about our spirituality. The Cantor begins going
through her repertoire and selects the tunes to make
the high holidays meaningful and moving. Our Co-VP
of Buildings, Ed Katzin, begins readying the building
and ordering the tent, the chairs and the video equipment. Our Co-VP of Buildings, Stu Leibowitz, starts to
review our security plans and works with our ushers to
make sure we are safe. Our VP of Ritual, Joel Glantz,
begins assembling all of the honors and assigning
them to the congregation. Your Co-Presidents begin
to work on the Kol Nidre Appeal. And one of them
starts to craft the Kol Nidre Address. You will have to
come to Kol Nidre to see which of us that will be.
And thats just *some* of the prep for the holidays.
That does not include our Director of Education,
Orna Sheena, preparing this year’s Religious School
curriculum. Or our VP of Membership, Gillian Grishman, working hard to get us new members. Or our
Co-VPs of Sisterhood, Linda Guber and Randie Mishan, planning events for the summer and fall. Or our
VP of Marketing, Michael Glickman, creating both
digital and physical ads for Temple Beth Torah. Or our
Publisher, Allison Rothstein, securing the advertising
that pays for the Temple Beth Torah Times and getting
this issue of the newsletter ready.
These are just a *few* of the things that the leadership of Temple Beth Torah has been doing this summer. It’s been a busy and productive summer and we
are hoping that you, too, dear members, are also preparing for another wonderful year. And yes, it’s been
summertime..,but it hasn’t been easy!

After a lot of thought and
input from many of our families, in the coming year, our
Religious School will be shifting to a unique once-a-week
model. The school will meet
on Wednesdays on a mandatory basis for two hours. And,
in addition, students will be
given a choice to further enhance their Jewish education
by participating in an optional 90-minute Enrichment
Program on Mondays.
This summer has been a time of intense preparation with new curriculums to plan, new teaching strategies to implement and innovative programs to create – all in an effort to stimulate Jewish learning and
maintain the high quality education that Temple Beth
Torah is known for. We plan to maximize the time we
have with students and we are confident that under
the new model, students will have meaningful experiences and long-lasting memories that will enhance
their Jewish education.
During our mandatory days, students will learn
to read Hebrew, become familiar with key Jewish
prayers, celebrate Jewish holidays, and develop a
strong sense of appreciation toward Israel, Jewish history, our heritage, traditions and values. To enhance
instruction, the curriculum will be infused with special
activities such as arts and crafts projects, holiday music, and technology sessions. As always, throughout
the year, we will continue to bring guest speakers and
engage students with fun programs such as GADNA
and the Shinshinim’s sessions about Israel.
The enrichment program is designed to reinforce
knowledge through informal and fun interactive programs. Students will have an opportunity to tap into
their creative side each week through a variety of programs. Upon arrival, they will be greeted with snacks
appropriate for all of our students. They will then proceed to a variety of activities that will change from
week to week. For example, students may learn the
weekly parsha and create a Torah journal with Rabbi
Katz, enjoy cooking or baking with Cantor Chesler,
engage with special arts and mitzvah projects, recite
prayers, learn Israeli dancing, take virtual trips, or play

Continued on Page 7

Around the Congregation
Temple Beth Torah’s Book Club
by Sandy Wasserman

The Future of Temple Blood Drives
By Harvey Schaffler

For 5780 [2019-2020], we have a terrific selection
of books to read and discuss. All selections are current and award-winning books. You may already be
familiar with the authors! The books vary in genre –
from fiction, to nonfiction, to memoir, and even to Hebrew books in translation.
Our Book Club discussions will be held from November 2019 through June 2020. This year, we will be
meeting on two alternating days of the week: Sunday
mornings at 10 a.m. (following morning minyan which
begins at 9:00 a.m.) or Tuesday evenings at 7 p.m.
(before evening minyan which begins at 8:30 p.m.).
Below please find the books and dates. Feel free
to invite your friends to join us. It’s better, of course, to
have read the book beforehand – but if you have only
just thought about the book or you haven’t finished
reading it yet, feel free to join us anyway. The discussion might even inspire you to read it. You will receive
a monthly email reminder from the Temple office, but
please mark your calendars ahead of time!

For more than 20 years, Temple Beth Torah has
distinguished itself among Long Island’s synagogues
in sponsoring robust blood drives twice each year.
Over this period, our members and guests have donated more than 4,000 pints of blood. Unfortunately,
our results in recent years have paralleled our decline
in overall membership and our aging Temple population. For this and other reasons, we did not sponsor
a summer blood drive, but I want to encourage members to consider donating blood at your convenience.
The need for blood is undiminished.
For more information, visit www.nybc.org or call
1-800-933-BLOOD (2566). You can visit New York
Blood Center donor centers in Melville, Lake Success
or other locations on Long Island. You can also find
a convenient blood drive. When you donate, use the
Temple Beth Torah group number: 11088.
Please feel free to contact me directly with questions. Thank you all for your longstanding support.

Sunday – November 10, 2019
10 a.m.

Tuesday – March 17, 2020
7 p.m.

Spies of No Country, by Matti Friedman
The Liar, by Ayelet Gundar- Goshen
Rabbi Katz will discuss this book.
Sunday – December 8, 2019
10 a.m.
Memento Park, by Mark Sarvas
The author has agreed to Skype with us!
Tuesday – January 14, 2020
7 p.m.
Inheritance, by Dani Shapiro
Cantor Chesler will discuss this book.

Sunday – April 26, 2020
10 a.m.
Promised Land, by Martin Fletcher

Tuesday – May 19, 2020
7 p.m.
The Last Watchman of Old Cairo,
by Michael David Lukas

Sunday – February 9, 2020
10 a.m.

Tuesday – June 16, 2020
7 p.m.

Kaddish.com, by Nathan Englander

Odessa, Odessa, by Barbara Artson

Around the Congregation
A Successful Event for Jewish Singles
by Randy Marber
On Sunday, May 5, Temple Beth Torah hosted
another successful event for Jewish singles in the
40+ age range. It was a relaxed, friendly atmosphere
where wine, hors d’oeuvres, coffee and desserts were
served. The guests listened to and danced to music
graciously provided by our own DJ, Rob Shapiro of
Unforgettable Entertainment. Nearly 90 people attended from Nassau and Suffolk Counties, New York
City, New Jersey, Westchester and the surrounding
areas along with a number of Temple congregants.
There is certainly a shortage of events for Jewish singles, and all were appreciative of our efforts. Repeated requests were made by guests for more events.
This event was as successful as our prior events!
Special thanks to all who helped make this event
a success including: Rabbi Katz, Randi Lesnick, Michael Glickman, Rich Rothstein, Nancy Marshall, Ellen Hochman, Marcy Frank, Gillian Grishman, Karen
Orenstein, Denise Lindenfeld, and Rose Zalinsky.
Thanks to several non-Temple Beth Torah members
who helped out, and to all of the congregants who
helped get the word out to family members, friends,
and co-workers to enable Jews to meet other Jews.
Your suggestions, feedback and volunteering for
future events are welcomed. To continue these events,
additional volunteers are urgently needed. The event
also provided an opportunity to introduce Temple Beth
Torah to others in the community, and several guests
expressed interest in membership. If you know of any
Jewish singles (members and non-members) who
would like to be included on our email list for future
events, please have them send their name and email
address to: admin@templebethtorahli.org.

Temple Beth Torah Partners with
LI-AJL for Special Shabbat Service
On Saturday, May 18, Temple Beth Torah partnered with the Long Island Association of Jewish
Libraries (LI-AJL) for an important Shabbat service
highlighting librarians, educators and books. Rabbi
Katz explained that the word sefartam (“counting”)
appeared in the weekly portion Emor. Along with the
word sefer (“book”), Ben Yehuda, the father of modern Hebrew, created the word sefraneet (“librarian”).
Librarians take an accounting of books, and always
know where to find them among the library shelves.
For further information, please contact Wendy Marx.

Mazel tov to Marissa and Joe Lorintz on the
birth of their granddaughter Maya Cydni Weller,
born to parents Rachel and Alex Weller.
Our condolences to Lisa Merkrebs and her
sister Anne Fryman on the passing of their mother,
Ida Honig.
Our condolences to Marilyn Kamen on the
passing of her mother, Adele Greenberg.
Our condolences to Maxine Lifshitz and her
daughters Alissa and Mariel, on the passing of
their husband and father, Seymour Lifshitz.
Save the date! Our next Shabbat
Dinner will be on Friday, September 13
at 7:30 p.m. We hope to see you there!

Temple Beth Torah’s
Sisterhood Cookbook
Recipes to Remember is a great gift
for any simcha. It is
available for $18 in the
Temple office. If you have
any questions, please
feel free to reach out
to our Sisterhood CoPresidents, Linda Guber
and Randie Mishan.

You’ve Got a Temple Friend
Temple Beth Torah has a support
base of members who are available to
help fellow congregants when a time
of need occurs. If you are in a position where you could use assistance
- such as friendly phone calls or visits,
shopping, prescription pick-ups, meal
prep and delivery, and so on - please
contact the Temple Office or Rabbi
Katz. All information is confidential
and will be shared only as necessary.

Recent Events
During the end of the 2018-2019 school year, Temple Beth Torah’s Religious School students participated in many fun activities, including cake decorating for Yom HaAtzmaut and making hummus with our
Shinshinim, Noam. Pictures taken during both of these activities are featured below.
Congregants were also invited to join their Temple Beth Torah friends for an informal Shabbat meal
during a Deli for Dinner event on Friday, July 19. Following our regular Friday night services, Ben’s
catered a variety of deli sandiches and sides. Temple Beth Torah would like to extend a special yasher
koach to Michele and Mark Lippman for coordinating all of our Shabbat dinners. Our next Shabbat Dinner
will be held on Friday, September 13 at 7:30 p.m. Additional information will be provided via email.
On Thursday, August 8, Temple Beth Torah’s Sisterhood enjoyed an evening of laughs while watching
The Secret Comedy of Women by Barbara Gehring and Lisa Klein at the Jeanne Rimsky Theater at
Landmark on Main Street in Port Washington. The show is an uplifting female comedy that explores the
woman’s world with joy, heart and intelligent wit.
Please keep an eye on your inboxes for additional information regarding upcoming events. Mark your
calendars for Tuesday, August 27 at 7:10 p.m. because Jericho Jewish Center has invited Temple Beth
Torah to join them at a Met’s game – Mets vs. Chicago Cubs. Additional details will be sent via email.

Follow Temple Beth Torah on Facebook to see additional pictures.

Recent
Did
You Events
Know?
Temple Beth Torah Gets
More Social (Media)

PJ Library Gives the Gift of Free
Jewish Books and Music to Families

At Temple Beth Torah, we aim to provide you with new
options that allow you to stay connected to the Temple
in a multitude of ways – so “like” us, follow us and
bookmark Temple Beth Torah the next time you are
on the following sites and platforms. We hope that you
will find these new digital tools interesting, engaging
and informative.

PJ Library celebrates the joy of Jewish culture,
values and tradition by providing free story books to
families with children six months through eight years
old. No matter your Jewish background, PJ Library
helps your family create treasured Jewish moments
from the simple act of reading stories together, all at
no cost.
PJ Library offers families a free book with Jewish themes delivered to their home each month, bonus family activities in the mail and online, local family events, and activity ideas, recipes and parenting
resources on pjlibrary.org and facebook.com/pjlibrarynymetro.

Temple Beth Torah on the Web
www.templebethtorahli.org
On Temple Beth Torah’s website, you will find a lot of
information and resources about our Temple and our
programs. Not only can you find information about our
Religious School, but you can also find out more about
upcoming services and the many special events that
are planned for the coming year.
The Temple Beth Torah LinkedIn Group
www.linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=7490885
Temple Beth Torah has a private LinkedIn group for
congregants and members. We are looking to foster
new connections between congregants – do you need
a trustworthy painter or a window installer, a lawyer,
a doctor or even a DJ? More personally, wouldn’t it
be great to get insights about a university that your
children may be considering from a fellow congregant
that attended that school, or even network for internships? Through the growing Temple Beth Torah LinkedIn Group, you may find out that the person that you
are sitting next to during services can deliver exactly
what you need!
Temple Beth Torah on Facebook
www.facebook.com/templebethtorahli
Many of us already use Facebook daily to find and
share information with our friends and family members. Through Temple Beth Torah’s Facebook page,
you can find the latest news about the Temple that is
appropriate for sharing with non-Temple members.
Temple Beth Torah’s Private Facebook Group
www.facebook.com/groups/templebethtorah/
Temple Beth Torah has a private group on Facebook
that is only visible to Temple members that “apply” to
the group. This is where we share details on upcoming Temple events and post pictures from Temple and
Religious School happenings. Users also share news
about important topics relevant to Judaism and Israel.

Sign up now at pjlibrary.org/ny.
PJ Our Way is the next chapter of PJ Library for
kids ages eight and a half through 11 years of age.
The PJ Our Way program meets children where they
are at this key developmental stage by giving them
the power to choose a free chapter book each month.
Kids and their parents sign up together at pjourway.org/ny, and then visit the site every month to select one of four chapter books or graphic novels. Kids
can also rate the books they read and submit their
own reviews.
Sign up for PJ Our Way at pjourway.org/ny.

School (Continued from Page 3)
Hebrew reading sports games. At the end of the year,
students who attend the enrichment days will be honored with a special award.
It is important to note that our Religious School is
about a partnership between the synagogue and the
home, parents and educators. We ask that you make
every effort to bring your child to school on a regular basis – at least once a week but preferably twice.
Together, we will empower your child with the gift of
knowledge and a strong Jewish foundation.
If you have any questions or if you wish to discuss
our curriculum in more detail, please feel free to reach
out to me.

Upcoming Events for September 2019
Sunday
Rosh Chodesh
Elul

Monday
1

Labor Day

Tuesday
2

3

9

8

16

Erev Rosh
Hashanah

29

Morning Minyan,
9:00 a.m.

23

Torah Trope Class,
7:00 p.m.
Rosh
Hashanah
First Day

30

11

First Day of
Religious School
for All Grades

17

18

Board of Trustees
Meeting,
8:45 p.m.

Torah Trope Class,
7:00 p.m.

22

Morning Minyan,
9:00 a.m.

10

Torah Trope Class,
7:00 p.m.

15

Morning Minyan,
9:00 a.m.

4

Executive Board
Meeting,
8:45 p.m.

Morning Minyan,
9:00 a.m.

Morning Minyan,
9:00 a.m.
9/11 Program,
5:00 p.m.

Wednesday

24

25

Upcoming Events for September 2019
Thursday
5

12

19

26

Friday

Saturday
6

7

Candle Lighting,
7:02 p.m.
Shabbat Services,
6:30 p.m.

Shabbat Services,
9:45 a.m.
Minha, 7:00 p.m.

13

14

Candle Lighting,
6:50 p.m.
Shabbat Services,
6:30 p.m.
Shabbat Dinner,
7:30 p.m.

Shabbat Services,
9:45 a.m.
Minha, 6:50 p.m.

20

21

Candle Lighting,
6:38 p.m.
Shabbat Services,
6:30 p.m.

Shabbat Services,
9:45 a.m.
Minha, 6:40 p.m.

27

28

Candle Lighting,
6:27 p.m.
Shabbat Services,
6:30 p.m.

Shabbat Services,
9:45 a.m.
Minha, 6:25 p.m.

Upcoming
Event
Spotlight
We have a limited
number of tickets
for a docent led
tour of the
Auschwitz: Not
Long Ago,
Not Far Away
exhibit at the
Museum of
Jewish Heritage
on Sunday,
November 17 –
which contains
many artifacts on
display for the
first time in
North America.
After the tour,
you can explore
the exhibit halls
independently. We
will meet at the
museum, and the
cost is $20.50
per person. RSVP
by September 20.

Save
the Date
Join Our
Book Club
Sunday, Nov. 10
at 10 a.m.
Spies of No
Country, by
Matti Friedman
Discussion will be
led by Rabbi Katz
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A Guide to Temple Beth Torah
Schedule of Religious Services
Daily Services

Temple Office: (516) 334-7979

Evening Minyans (Sun - Thurs), 8:30 p.m.
Sunday Morning Services, 9:00 a.m.

Who Should I Contact To...?

Shabbat Services

Contact our Vice President of Ritual

Friday Evening, 6:30 p.m.
Saturday Morning, 9:45 a.m.
Saturday Minhah/Havdalah, Sundown
(same time as candle lighting)

Arrange for Aliyah or Honors
Schedule a Baby Naming or Aufruf
Contact Cantor Carol Chesler

Sponsor a Kiddush or Oneg Shabbat

Support Temple Beth Torah

Contact the Temple Office

Make a Donation

Add a Name to the
“Mi-Shehbayrach” (Get Well) List

Checks should be made out to the
“Temple Beth Torah Rabbi’s Fund”
and then a card “in memory of” or
“in honor of” will be distributed.

Make a Purchase at Amazon

Use the link below to purchase items at
Amazon. When the link is used, Temple
Beth Torah earns a referral fee.
goo.gl/uEFcG8

We provide many opportunities to
remember a loved one or a special
occassion, or commemorate your
years at Temple Beth Torah.
Dedicate a Leaf on Our
Tree of Life or a Prayer Book
Contact the Temple Office

Buy a Brick

www.bricksrus.com/order/tbtli
or Contact the Temple Office

Share Your Simchah With Us!
At Temple Beth Torah, we strive to know
each other not just as fellow congregants,
but as members of our extended family.
Contact the Publisher of the Temple Beth
Torah Times to be featured in the next
issue of the newsletter.

Contact Rabbi Michael Katz

Notify the Congregation of
a Funeral or a Shiva
Contact Rabbi Michael Katz

Check a Yahrzeit Date
Contact the Temple Office

Discuss Bar or Bat Mitzvah Dates
Contact Cantor Carol Chesler

Discuss Dues or Financial Questions
Contact the Temple Office or our Treasurer

Purchase Torah Cards

Contact Linda Pochtar, 933-0963
or Betty Weiss, 931-6046

Purchase Kippot and Head Coverings
Contact Linda Guber, 297-3721
or Gillian Grishman, 938-6790

Add a Name to the Distribution List
for Our Jewish Singles Events

If you know of any Jewish singles
(members and non-members) who would
like to be included on our email list for
future events, please have them send
their name and email address to
admin@templebethtorahli.org.
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