
Background: 
 
Please describe what being a Conservative Jew means to you personally, and as a rabbi of a Conservative 
synagogue. 
 
One of the preeminent early founders of the Conservative movement and a personal inspiration, Solomon 
Schechter, was a man who lived and taught a balance between traditional piety and modern scholarship. The 
movement that grew around his leadership continues to be, at its core, a movement which conserves the rich 
heritage of our ancient faith while recognizing the importance of adapting Judaism to meet the needs of 
contemporary Jews. In this way, Conservative Judaism highlights what our faith has always told us, that our Torah 
is a living Torah, not frozen in time, but able to respond to the unique needs of the present moment with timeless 
wisdom. As such, my pride as a Conservative Rabbi comes from our ability to skillfully balance tradition and 
change. Having grown up with a less traditional background, and gone to the other extreme when considering an 
ultra-Orthodox Yeshiva after college, I’ve come to find my spiritual fulfillment in the balance that the Conservative 
movement is able to achieve, and believe firmly – following Schechter and others – that the Conservative 
movement is uniquely positioned to enable American Jews to discover and rediscover in each generation, with 
subtlety and thoughtfulness, the profound beauty of our heritage.  
 
As a Conservative Rabbi, I am proud supporter of the egalitarian approach to Jewish life. My foundational belief is 
that each and every Jewish person, regardless of gender, sexual orientation, or background, is created in the image 
of the Divine, deserving of our utmost respect, and worthy of equal access to Mitzvot as our shared path to G-d.  
 
 
 
Ritual/Observance: 
 
Are there ritual or other practices that you choose not to participate in, and if so, can you explain how you reached 
your position? (Examples: officiating at a wedding on Saturday night before Shabbat is over; saying mourners 
Kaddish with less than a minyan).  Do you affirm Conservative Judaism’s standards (i.e. no interfaith officiating, no 
re-marriage without a Get.) 
 
I affirm fully the Conservative movement’s standards as set out by the CJLS. 
 
I am comfortable reciting the mourners kaddish with fewer than a minyan present at a graveside funeral or Shiva 
home. In all other cases, I require a minyan to be present. When there is not a minyan present, I use an English 
reading to help mourners feel supported in place of the Kaddish.   
 
 
Are you comfortable with reading Torah & Haftorah?  With leading services on weekdays, Shabbat & Yom Tov? 
 
I love chanting Torah and Haftorah – it brings me closer to the text! I am comfortable leading services (with guitar 
on weekdays and non-Chagim) and enjoy finding new ways of helping others connect to the meaning of our 
prayers through song and explanation. I have no problem playing guitar and using instruments through Kabbalat 
Shabbat on Friday evenings.  
 
Inclusion: 
 
TBT is welcoming to the LGBTQ community, including the full range of life-cycle events.  Are you comfortable 
officiating at gay weddings? 
 
I am absolutely comfortable officiating both LGBTQ+ weddings and name change ceremonies for those who are 
transitioning. I am a supporter of Keshet – the Jewish LGBTQ+ network – and care deeply about the issues that 



LGBTQ Jews and their families face. I believe firmly in the importance of affirming our support as allies to all those 
with diverse identities.   
 
 
 
What has been your involvement with your current Hebrew School and post Bar/Bat Mitzvah students? 
Have you initiated any new programming, learning and/or social events, for these age groups with your current 
synagogue? 
 
I am a beloved presence in our Hebrew school of roughly 300 students. Visiting classes, sharing materials with 
teachers, leading at school board meetings, and planning extra-curricular events are all a part of my weekly 
schedule during school season. I am highly involved with B’nei Mitzvah families and students in the months leading 
toward their simcha. I practice prayers and chanting with the B’nei Mitzvah students, help them to draft their 
speeches, work alongside them on their Mitzvah projects, and share the deeper spiritual meaning of the B’nei 
Mitzvah journey. I teach each week during the school season in our Hebrew High School, building relationships 
with teens in our wider community, and finding creative ways to make Israel and Jewish values relevant in their 
lives. I have taken the lead on projects ranging from Sunday morning bagels and Torah learning for parents of B’nei 
Mitzvah, a Hebrew School wide social action Mitzvah day, USY events, and offsite teen trips.  
  
 
General: 
 
What would your current congregants say are your greatest strengths?  What do you think they are? 
 
Those who know me often comment on my kind demeanor, my strong work ethic, and my ability to listen with 
presence. I have been complimented by congregants on my teaching and preaching abilities, with many telling me 
that my Torah study classes are a highlight of their week, and some joining our community as a result of my 
classes. Looking inward, I value my patience, and my ability to learn from everyone I meet, as strengths I hold dear.   
 
 
 
Do you have a strong political or religious position in relation to Israel and Zionism?  What are they? 
 
Attending the annual AIPAC policy conference and AIPAC Rabbinic Symposium are among my highest priorities 
each year.  I have worked closely with Stand With Us, the Jewish National Fund, and Camera: Honest Reporting, to 
coordinate numerous events and discussions for teens and adults in support of a strong Jewish state. Having lived 
and studied in Israel for two academic years, I view Israel as the heart of the Jewish people, and the place from 
which my spiritual vitality flows forth. I am a lover of Israeli culture from food to television, a passionate pro-
Zionist voice, and a self-proclaimed nerd for Israeli history and politics. My wife and I celebrated our engagement 
in Tel Aviv, and I count that week among the greatest of my life.  
 
 
 
 
Fundraising efforts have always been an important aspect of our congregation; please describe your view of the 
Rabbi’s role in fundraising efforts. 
 
The Rabbi should take a pivotal role in building an engaged fundraising committee, planning and implementing 
creative fundraising events, and making appeals. The Rabbi should build strong relationships with members such 
that the mitzvah of supporting Jewish life is undertaken organically and with joy.  I have raised funds for youth 
programming, and for the synagogue at large, as a result of my innovative programming and strong commitment 
to personal relationships.   
 



 
 
What has been your experience with social action campaigns?  
 
In response to the recent American awakening around social and racial justice, I recruited congregants to begin a 
new Social Justice Committee, with a mission of fighting hatred in any form, and strengthening our relationships 
with our non-Jewish neighbors. In addition to teaching classes devoted to raising awareness around justice issues, 
I’ve begun a High Holiday campaign, where we will be sharing Jewish justice messages with the congregation to 
frame Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. I have been a speaker for religious school groups at a local Church, and 
consider our relationship with members of other faiths to be among our greatest priorities in the shared work of 
creating a more just world.  
 
 
 
It seems that national/international politics and current events are intertwined in our daily lives.  How comfortable 
are you discussing these topics whether within an adult education setting, a special lecture, and/or your High 
Holiday sermon?  How do you navigate the red/blue divide? 
 
I make a point to share the Torah of today, with reference to the cultural and political issues that are in the public 
discourse, and on everyone’s mind coming into services. That having been said, I keep my reflections grounded in 
the values of Torah and make certain that my presentation is nuanced and thoughtful. I invite congregants to 
continue conversations with me at Kiddush, so that it never seems that my Sermon has the “last word.” What has 
always made the Jewish people strong is our ability to engage in debate for the sake of heaven. I speak from a 
place of humility, learn from others, and enjoy constructive conversation around difficult topics.  
 
 
 
Please list the titles of three High Holiday sermons you have delivered and the main theme/message of each and 
how they were made relevant to current events or times.  
 
 
Choose Hope, or Why I Chose to Become a Mets Fan – My introduction to a new community, how Jewish hope 
leads to action, how we respond with optimism to a world that seems “unfixable” and plagued by hatred.  
 
The Power of Listening: Lessons from a Newlywed Rabbi – The topic of technology as a barrier and an aid to 
communication in families and Jewish settings, the stigma of mental illness and the need to listen more deeply to 
those who are struggling.  
 
Broken Vase, Broken Hearts (Yizkor) – The loss of my grandfather, holding grief throughout life, what to say to 
someone who is grieving.   
 
 
 
Based on what you know about TBT, if you were to accept this position, what would be your vision? 
 
The first line of the Shulchan Aruch, the code of Jewish law begins powerfully, “Wake up in the morning like a lion 
with the energy to serve G-d!” As the Rabbi of TBT, I would bring a wave of energy and creativity to stir those who 
have grown apathetic, wake those who are disengaged, and gain the attention of those who are disconnected.  
While respecting the rich history of what has been, I would spend my first weeks with congregants dreaming big, 
learning what has worked in the past, and understanding how we might execute on an action plan to fill in gaps in 
programming and engagement. I would make a point to reach out to each and every congregant in my first 6 
months to gain a full perspective on what needs to be done. Immediately I would form a Family Programming 
Committee and PJ Library program to create events for parents with younger children ages 0-7, as this seems to be 



an area for growth. I would reach out to teens who are already connected to the synagogue, and learn how we 
might start a TBT teen “brand” for social and learning events outside of services. I would work with the office to 
implement an active social media presence and contact the local news sources to share my vision with the wider 
community. I would reach out to local clergy (Jewish and non-Jewish) to learn about potential partnerships and 
areas of shared programming. I bring a growth mindset, creativity, persistence, and passion. I am confident in my 
ability to bring new excitement into the building, into the hearts of current members, and into the minds of those 
who should consider joining the TBT family. My vision is of a congregation teaming with life – opportunities for 
members of diverse backgrounds to feel included, community outreach, deeply insightful learning and passionate 
prayer. A hub of Jewish life and the Jewish future in every respect.  


