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During our food drive on Sunday, November 22, more than 65 families 
and individuals contributed items for a total of 85 boxes 

and bags and over 2,200 items for donation.



 Off the Bimah

 Dear Friends,
 The month of January 
always makes me think of 
counting down. I imagine the 
famous ball dropping at Times 
Square as celebrants around 
the country countdown from 
10, Auld Lang Syne begins to 
play, and we toast to the be-
ginning of a new year. I think 
it is safe to say that this year 

in particular, few will have reservations about waving 
goodbye to 2020 and greeting all that 2021 will hope-
fully bring.
 With countdowns on my mind, I remind you of the 
Jewish practice of counting up, rather than down. Dur-
ing the season of the Omer, for example, we count 
up 49 days from Passover to the festival of Shavuot, 
and so too during Chanukah, we add one candle each 
night, ascending rather than descending in holiness, 
in blessing, and in excitement. 
 The difference between counting down and count-
ing up is subtle, but important for us to recognize and 
take into our lives. As Jews we are taught to look to-
ward the future with hope and with a growth mindset. 
Counting up reminds us that there is no end to our 
striving, that each and every day is an opportunity to 
build on our success and learn from our trials as we 
reach our goals and then surpass them. 
 My friends, as we approach the new secular year, 
I won’t simply be counting down to the end of a chal-
lenging year. I’ll be counting up, toward all the good 
that is to come, and toward all the good that I can’t yet 
imagine, but I know deep within, awaits our commu-
nity and our world. Each and every week, as I pray for 
the healing and renewal that our world so desperately 
needs, I’ll be working hard alongside Cantor Chesler 
and our synagogue leadership to chart the course for 
the future of TBT. With many opportunities to continue 
getting to know each other as we learn and worship 
together through these winter weeks, I’m excited to 
see the ways in which we will continue building upon 
the kindness and passion for Jewish life which are the 
cornerstones of Temple Beth Torah’s legacy. Through 
each program, with each conversation, and with each 
moment of shared connection, virtually or otherwise, 

Counting Up to a Year of New Blessings
by Rabbi Jack Dermer

 As everyone is well 
aware, we are living through 
some extraordinarily chal-
lenging times. We are certain-
ly thinking about everyone’s 
health and well-being in a 
much more focused way than 
usual. Many of us are con-
fronting economic hardship 
and job loss. Food insecurity 
in the New York area was cer-

tainly an enormous problem before the pandemic – 
and now, even more so. The Sunday prior to Thanks-
giving, Temple Beth Torah and Jericho Jewish Center 
teamed up and hosted a food drive in our parking lot 
to benefit RockCanRoll. I am delighted to report that 
we did very good work that day on all counts! A total of 
24 people volunteered to run the event. Congregants 
and clergy from both shuls were there to greet people 
as they drove in, to collect food donations, to take a 
ride to pick up donations from Temple members, and 
to pack, sort and count all donations for later distribu-
tion. Eight of those volunteers were Temple Beth Torah 
teenagers, who will receive community service credit 
for their hours of participation. More than 65 families 
and individuals contributed items – including food, toi-
letries, baby products, paper goods, pet supplies, and 
more. A total of 85 boxes and bags were assembled to 
distribute. All totaled, over 2,200 items were collected 
for donation that day, just prior to Thanksgiving.
 Our member, Aimee Holtzman, is founder and di-
rector of RockCanRoll, an organization that collects 
food and other necessary goods to distribute to those 
in need in the New York area. As we prepared to greet 
people driving through the Temple Beth Torah parking 
lot to drop off donations, she apprised us of some of 
the current statistics in regard to battling hunger and 
food insecurity during the pandemic. A particular set of 
numbers conveyed the stark reality and the despera-
tion some of our neighbors are currently experiencing. 
At one soup kitchen RockCanRoll works with, prior to 
the lockdown, they served 1,200 meals per month. 
Now, they serve 9,000 meals per month.  Aimee is 
bombarded with phone calls on a daily basis – people 
asking for food contributions. The need is endless.
 What I witnessed that Sunday morning is the Tem-

TBT and the CAN Do Spirit!
by Cantor Carol Chesler

Continued on Page 4Continued on Page 5



 Press from Our Leaders

 In days so full of chal-
lenges, anxiety and uncertain-
ty, it’s my pleasure to share 
that our virtual school for-
mat is proceeding smoothly. 
Teaching and learning meth-
ods are different, yet effective. 
 Our first special Zoom 
program was held on Monday, 
November 16 in commemora-
tion of Kristallnacht, the Night 

of Broken Glass. Students, parents and synagogue 
members were invited to hear from Irving Roth, a 
Holocaust survivor, writer, and internationally-known 
educator. Mr. Roth shared his moving life story of love, 
betrayal, survival, and triumph. He also talked about 
the Jewish people’s moral obligation to remember the 
Holocaust and its lessons for humanity. As he says, 
“Never forget. Never again.” 
 I am also proud to report that the Hebrew read-
ing tutorial program – which has been taking place on 
Mondays, Temple Beth Torah’s Enrichment Day – has 
been a success. While Hebrew reading proficiency 
levels vary naturally from one student to the next, we 
noticed that participating students have improved tre-
mendously from their starting point. 
 During the reading tutorials, students are able to 
adequately review the letters and vowels as well as a 
variety of Hebrew prayers, and ask questions regard-
ing any points of confusion they may have. I strongly 
encourage students to enroll in this program so they 
can raise their reading level in a more relaxed and 
individualized setting.
 A couple of exciting programs were planned for the 
month of December. The children were able to “meet” 
Rabbi Dermer for a fun virtual Chanukah game. They 
were also invited to join Temple Beth Torah’s Zoom 
Chanukah Funukkah event which was held on Sun-
day, December 13. It was an opportunity for all of us 
to come together to celebrate and share stories and 
memories with one another, and highlight the beauty 
of the holiday. 
 Lastly, as we thank G-d for all the Nissim, miracles, 
that he performed for our ancestors, we welcome the 
opportunity to share our blessings with the less for-
tunate. In support of a local charity, Birthday Wishes 

Religious School Update
by Orna Sheena, Education Director

Press from the President
by Marcy Frank, President

 I had the pleasure of 
listening to Irving Roth speak 
about the Holocaust in No-
vember and I really could 
have listened to him for far 
longer than the hour allot-
ted. He not only survived the 
concentration camps, but was 
also reunited with his parents 
after the war. It was a fasci-
nating story and it’s hard to 

believe everything he endured as he painstaking re-
lived the details.
 I was fortunate to visit Poland and Israel in 1995 
as part of a program for college newspaper editors 
sponsored by the Anti-Defamation League. The trip 
introduced me to many important sites, but I’ll never 
forget my visit to Auschwitz-Birkenau. 
 In person, it’s a sprawling site that is so quiet, 
knowing how many people were packed in at the con-
centration camp during the Holocaust. There are still 
buildings that show where Jews lived and where they 
worked. And we saw the crematorium and the gas 
chamber, where many Jews were murdered. It’s not 
easy for Jews to visit the concentration camps first-
hand. Far more Jews visit Israel. For this reason, I will 
always value my experience visiting Poland before I 
arrived in Israel. Many of the students who travelled 
with me were not Jewish. Even in Israel, we visited 
sites for all religions – not just Jews.
 There are many memorials at Auschwitz. One 
stood out:
 “Forever let this place be a cry of despair and 
a warning to humanity, where the Nazis murdered 
about one and a half million men, women and chil-
dren, mainly Jews from various countries of Europe.”
 2020 was a difficult year. It was difficult to witness 
so much unrest across our country. I hope that we as 
Jews can put this in perspective and remember what 
can happen when countries and people look away. 
We must continue to warn humanity of the atrocities 
during the Holocaust. 
 We are so lucky to have heard first-hand accounts 
from to survivors like Irving Roth. I want to thank Orna 
Sheena, our Education Director, for coordinating the 
program. If you want to learn more about Irving Roth’s 
story, read his book called, Bondi’s Brother: A Story of 
Love, Loss and Betrayal. Continued on Page 4



 Around the Congregation
The Next Step

Bat Mitzvah: Willa Lefkowicz (Nov. 28)
Daughter of Pam and Mark

 I am Willa Lefkowicz. I 
attend Jericho Middle School 
and I am in 8th grade. My 
family consists of my two sib-
lings, Reesa and Charlie, my 
parents and me. In school, I 
play volleyball, soccer and 
basketball. Outside of school, 
I play soccer and enjoy hang-
ing out with friends. Over the 
summer, I go to a sleepaway 

camp called Kinder Ring. I am proud of my dedication 
to doing well in school and my Bat Mitzvah. Becom-
ing a Bat Mitzvah to me is becoming a woman in the 
Jewish community. My prep for my Bat Mitzvah was, 
at times, challenging but doable. Cantor Chesler was 
a major help to me. I wouldn’t have been able to learn 
everything without her guidance and recordings. Rab-
bi Katz was very helpful as well and taught me about 
my Torah portion. For my mitzvah project, I am donat-
ing to the Holocaust Memorial and Tolerance Center 
in Glen Clove, New York. The most important Jewish 
value I learned during my education at Temple Beth 
Torah was to take care of the world that G-d has cre-
ated for us.

ple Beth Torah CAN DO spirit. We have the capacity 
as individuals, as a congregation, and as the great-
er Long Island community, to do all kinds of good in 
the world. This event was planned in fewer than two 
weeks. Our Temple Beth Torah Chesed Committee 
and Leslie Hartman from Jericho Jewish Center got 
together with Aimee via Zoom and put all of the neces-
sary pieces in action. Truly, it was a win-win for every-
one involved. The volunteers and those who donated 
items had the satisfaction of knowing they were giv-
ing back, both of their time and of the content of their 
full pantries. Those who received our donations had a 
little bit more on their tables on Thanksgiving. Thanks, 
too, to the security and custodial staff who were there 
to help facilitate the event. The work is not over by any 
means. Our next RockCanRoll event will take place 
on Sunday, January 17, 2021, which is Martin Luther 
King Jr. weekend. Details to follow!

Cantor (Continued from Page 2)

Long Island, we are coordinating a toy and gift card 
drive to help homeless children experience joy and 
hope on their birthdays. Thank you in advance for all 
your help. 
 The real miracle of Chanukah is about being unit-
ed during challenging times. It is about the victory of 
hope over despair, of joy over sorrow. It’s about cel-
ebrating the light in the world, counting our blessings 
and appreciating all that we have. No matter how tur-
bulent and challenging these times are, there are al-
ways things to be thankful for. 

School (Continued from Page 3)

Our Sisterhood Thanks Fran Katz
by Linda Guber

 The proverb “behind every great man is a great 
woman” could not be any truer than for Rabbi Katz 
and Fran. For over 40 years, Fran preferred to stay 
in the background at Temple Beth Torah and she did 
not want any special attention or accolades. Humble, 
straightforward, kind, baker extraordinaire (as anyone 
who has gone to Sukkot can attest), teacher, beau-
tiful voice, and down-to-earth. Fran supported Tem-
ple Beth Torah’s desire to become egalitarian, never 
judged people, and was always there if you needed 
her. Fran taught a weekly Israeli dancing class for a 
group who spent as much time laughing as figuring 
out their left from right. Challah baking, Shabbat tra-
ditions, Hamentashen night; any event that involved 
Fran and food were thoroughly enjoyed by members. 
Fran was a part of Sisterhood Shabbat, our Women’s 
Seder, game night, as well as 
many other Sisterhood and Tem-
ple events. Fran did not want any 
of the focus from Rabbi Katz’s 
retirement to be on her. With love 
and gratitude, Sisterhood pre-
sented Fran with bookends that 
reflect who she is – Eishet Hayil, 
a Woman of Valor. We hope that 
the gift will remind Fran of all that she means to us at 
Sisterhood and Temple Beth Torah.

We are looking for volunteers for our  
Fundraising (Fun-raising) Committee! If 
you are interested in helping us, please 

contact Ellen Unger at:
fundraising@templebethtorahli.org



 Around the Congregation

Mazel Tov to Linda and Neal Guber on the birth 
of their grandson, Lucas Evan Guber, born to 
Stacey and Jeff Guber.

Mazel Tov to Bonnie and Richie Marks on the 
Bat Mitzvah of their granddaughter Hanna Eden 
Rivner.

Mazel Tov to Doreen and Stuart                                                        
Leibowitz on the marriage of their 
daughter Beverly Leibowitz to                               
Jason Weiner. 

Our condolences to Charles, Jackie, and 
Leslie, and their families, on the passing of their 
mother, Harriet Rand.

Our condolences to Cantor Kal Fliegelman 
on the passing of his brother, Leon Fliegelman.

Temple Beth Torah has a support 
base of members who are available to 
help fellow congregants when a time 
of need occurs. If you are in a posi-
tion where you could use assistance 
- such as friendly phone calls or visits,                                                 
shopping, prescription pick-ups, meal 
prep and delivery, and so on - please 
contact Denise in the Temple office. All 
information is confidential and will be 
shared only as necessary.

 I’m so excited to inform you of our next two books 
as we start 2021! Reserve or purchase your books so 
you’ll have time to read! The Temple office will email 
you the Zoom link a few days before each meeting. 
About our book club: It’s been going pretty well since 
before the pandemic when we met in person. Now via 
Zoom, we are still enjoying these discussions. Having 
an author join us is the ‘icing on the cake’ but the joy of 
reading and discussing the book is the real pleasure. 
On those special occasions when we have an author 
join us, please try to think ahead of time about some 
questions you’d like to ask. If you have any questions 
or suggestions for the book club, please let me know. 
If you’d like to be the discussion leader, sure! That 
would be great, too. Please reach out to me, Sandy 
Wasserman, at sandyfw@gmail.com. 

Tuesday, January 12th at 7 p.m.
Cantor Chesler will lead us in a discussion 
of This is Where I Leave You, by Jonathan 
Tropper. This is a riotously funny, emotion-
ally raw novel about love, marriage, and 
divorce in this Jewish family, and the ties 
that bind – whether we like it or not.

Tuesday, February 16th at 7pm  
We are SO EXCITED to inform you that Ronald Bal-
son, an award winning author, has agreed to join us 
to discuss his newest book – Eli’s Promise. Many of 
you might be familiar with his five previous award win-

ning novels, and this newly published sixth 
one is very special. Eli’s Promise is a work 
of historical fiction spanning three eras – 
Nazi-occupied Poland, the American Zone 
of post-war Germany, and Chicago at the 
height of the Vietnam War, all tied together 

by a common thread.

Temple Beth Torah Book Club Updates
by Sandy Wasserman

Recipes to Remember is a great gift 
for any simcha. It is 
available for $18 in the 
Temple office. If you have  
any questions, please 
feel free to reach out 
to our Sisterhood Co-
Presidents, Linda Guber 
and Randie Mishan.

Temple Beth Torah’s
Sisterhood Cookbook

I’ll be counting up toward a beautiful new beginning. 
As Jews we recognize that when we count up, there 
is only room to continue climbing higher. I wish for all 
of us a new year in which our deepest prayers and 
worthy aspirations will be fulfilled. May we reach our 
goals and surpass them, as we count up each and 
every day, together, toward strength and blessing. 
 B’Shalom, Rabbi Dermer

Rabbi (Continued from Page 2)



 Recent Events

On Sunday, November 22, Temple Beth Torah and Jericho 
Jewish Center teamed up and hosted a food drive in the 
Temple Beth Torah parking lot to benefit RockCanRoll. A 
total of 24 people volunteered to run and faciliate the event. 
Eight of those volunteers were Temple Beth Torah teen-
agers, who will receive community service credit for their 
hours of participation. More than 65 families and individuals 
contributed items – including food, toiletries, baby products, 
paper goods, pet supplies, and more. A total of 85 boxes 
and bags were assembled to distribute, which contained 
over 2,200 items for donation. Temple Beth Torah would like 
to thank Cantor Carol Chesler and the Chesed Committee 
for coordinating this event, greeting people as they drove 
in, collecting the donations, picking up donations, as well as 
packing, sorting and counting all donations. 

Follow Temple Beth Torah on Facebook to see additional pictures.
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 Upcoming Events for January 2021

MondaySunday Tuesday

3 4 5

121110

Wednesday

13

17 18 19 20

24 25

Morning Minyan, 
9:00 a.m.

6

Morning Minyan, 
9:00 a.m.

Adult Education,
7:30 p.m.

Executive Board 
Meeting,

9:00 p.m.
Torah Trope Class, 

7:00 p.m.

Torah Trope Class, 
7:00 p.m.

Adult Education,
7:30 p.m.

Board of Trustees
Meeting, 

9:00 p.m.

Morning Minyan, 
9:00 a.m.

Torah Trope Class, 
7:00 p.m.

Morning Minyan, 
9:00 a.m.

Torah Trope Class, 
7:00 p.m.

26 27

Adult Education.
7:30 p.m.

Adult Education.
7:30 p.m.

31

No School
Martin
Luther King 
Jr. Day

Morning Minyan, 
9:00 a.m.

Book Club,
7:00 p.m.



 Upcoming Events for January 2021

Thursday Friday Saturday

2

7 8 9

14 15 16

21 22 23

Candle Lighting,
4:28 p.m.

Shabbat Services,
6:30 p.m.

Candle Lighting,
4:43 p.m.

Shabbat Services,
6:30 p.m.

Shabbat Services, 
9:45 a.m.

Bat Mitzvah of
Zoe Davis

Bar Mitzvah of
Joshua Weisenfeld

Minha, 4:25 p.m.

Shabbat Services, 
9:45 a.m.

Minha Services,
4:40 p.m.

1

Candle Lighting,
4:21 p.m.

Shabbat Services,
6:30 p.m.

Candle Lighting,
4:35 p.m.

Shabbat Services,
6:30 p.m.

Shabbat Services, 
9:45 a.m.

Minha Services,
4:20 p.m.

Upcoming
Event

Spotlight
In light of recent 
events, Temple 
Beth Torah has 
been streaming 

services and 
educational

classes. Check it 
out via this link:

http://bit.ly/
tbtstream

Rabbi Dermer will 
be hosting weekly 
Adult Education 

classes via Zoom. 
Additional details, 

including the 
meeting ID, will be 

sent to you via 
email. Questions 
and participation 

are strongly 
encouraged. 

Please also RSVP 
to our Drop In and 

Chat Zoom 
sessions, which 
are hosted by 

Cantor Chesler 
every other 

Tuesday evening. 
Additional details 
will be sent to you 

via email. 

All are welcome 
and encouraged

to join us.

Shabbat Services, 
9:45 a.m.

Minha Services,
4:35 p.m.

28

Rosh
Chodesh
Shevat

Tu B’shevat
Jewish 
Arbor Day

29 30

No School
New Year’s Day

Candle Lighting,
4:52 p.m.

Shabbat Services,
6:30 p.m.

Shabbat Services, 
9:45 a.m.

Minha Services,
4:50 p.m.



 A Guide to Temple Beth Torah

Temple Beth Torah Executive Board

Marcy Frank
President

president@templebethtorahli.org

David Damon
VP Education

education@templebethtorahli.org

Ellen Unger
VP Fundraising

fundraising@templebethtorahli.org

Gillian Grishman
VP Membership

membership@templebethtorahli.org

Ed Katzin
VP House & Buildings

buildings@templebethtorahli.org

Ken Weiss
VP House & Buildings

security@templebethtorahli.org

Michael Glickman
VP Publicity

press@templebethtorahli.org

Rich Rothstein
VP Ritual

ritual@templebethtorahli.org

Neal Guber
Treasurer

treasurer@templebethtorahli.org

Art Pesner / Robin Rothstein
Financial Secretary

finsec@templebethtorahli.org

Allison Rothstein
Secretary

secretary@templebethtorahli.org

Randi Lesnick
Past President

pastpresident@templebethtorahli.org

Andrew Marshall
President’s Council
prescouncil@templebethtorahli.org

Robert Shapiro
Men’s Club

mensclub@templebethtorahli.org

Linda Guber / Randie Mishan
Sisterhood

sisterhood@templebethtorahli.org

Denise Lindenfeld
Administrator
admin@templebethtorahli.org / (516) 334-7979

Temple Beth Torah Office Staff

Rose Zalinsky
Religious School Administrator
office@templebethtorahli.org / (516) 334-7979

Jack Dermer / Michael Katz
Rabbi / Rabbi Emeritus

rabbi@templebethtorahli.org

Orna Sheena
Education Director

sheenao@templebethtorahli.org

Carol Chesler / Kal Fliegelman
Cantor / Cantor Emeritus

cantor@templebethtorahli.org



 A Guide to Temple Beth Torah

Schedule of Religious Services

Daily Services
Evening Minyans (Sun - Thurs), 8:30 p.m. 

Sunday Morning Services, 9:00 a.m.

Shabbat Services
Friday Evening, 6:30 p.m.

Saturday Morning, 9:45 a.m.
Saturday Minhah/Havdalah, Sundown

(same time as candle lighting)

Who Should I Contact To...?

Arrange for Aliyah or Honors
Contact our Vice President of Ritual

Schedule a Baby Naming or Aufruf
Contact Cantor Carol Chesler

Sponsor a Kiddush or Oneg Shabbat
Contact the Temple Office

Add a Name to the 
“Mi-Shehbayrach” (Get Well) List

Contact Cantor Carol Chesler

Notify the Congregation of
a Funeral or a Shiva

Contact Cantor Carol Chesler

Check a Yahrzeit Date
Contact the Temple Office

Discuss Bar or Bat Mitzvah Dates
Contact Cantor Carol Chesler

Discuss Dues or Financial Questions
Contact the Temple Office or our Treasurer

Purchase Torah Cards
Contact Linda Pochtar, 933-0963

or Betty Weiss, 931-6046

Purchase Kippot and Head Coverings
Contact Linda Guber, 297-3721
or Gillian Grishman, 938-6790

Add a Name to the Distribution List
for Our Jewish Singles Events
If you know of any Jewish singles

(members and non-members) who would
like to be included on our email list for
future events, please have them send

their name and email address to
admin@templebethtorahli.org.

Support Temple Beth Torah

Make a Donation
Checks should be made out to the
“Temple Beth Torah Rabbi’s Fund”
and then a card “in memory of” or

“in honor of” will be distributed.

Make a Purchase at Amazon
Use the link below to purchase items at 
Amazon. When the link is used, Temple

Beth Torah earns a referral fee.
goo.gl/uEFcG8

We provide many opportunities to
remember a loved one or a special
occassion, or commemorate your

years at Temple Beth Torah.

Dedicate a Leaf on Our
Tree of Life or a Prayer Book

Contact the Temple Office

Buy a Brick
www.bricksrus.com/order/tbtli

or Contact the Temple Office

Share Your Simchah With Us!

At Temple Beth Torah, we strive to know
each other not just as fellow congregants,

but as members of our extended family. 
Contact the Publisher of the Temple Beth 

Torah Times to be featured in the next
issue of the newsletter.

Temple Office: (516) 334-7979
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Computer Upgrade • Repair

Virus Removal • PC Cleanup

Optimization • Installation

At Home Service • & More

Aron Newman
8 Locust Ave

E Farmingdale, NY 11735

www.gigabyteny.com
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The Temple Beth Torah Times’
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production of our newsletter.
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If this were your mother, what would you do?
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