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We recently celebrated Shavuot and a new chapter in our Temple’s
history with a Sweet Shavuot Drive-Up Welcome, where congregants had
the chance to meet and welcome Rabbi Jack Dermer and his wife, Kayley.

Off the Bimah
Summer is in Session
by Rabbi Jack Dermer

Confessions of a Kolbo
by Cantor Carol Chesler

Dear Friends,
As we enter the summer months each year, we
begin reading from the fourth
book of our Torah, Bamidmar.
I’ve always loved the parallels
between the seasons of nature and our Torah readings,
and this one is no exception.
Bamidbar literally means in
the wilderness, and it is a reminder that some of the most formative and spiritually
enriching moments in the history of our people took
place not in a temple necessarily but outdoors, under
the hot sun and on rugged terrain. While Cantiague
Park is a far cry from the desert landscape of the Holy
Land, still, we know what it means to feel closer to G-d
through the beauty of the natural world, in the shade
of a tree on a hot summer day, or during a walk in the
park with friends and family.
In the spirit of the Book of Bamidbar, our ancestors’ outdoor journeying, and the moments we will be
able to appreciate in nature as the days grow warmer,
I would like to share with you an initiative that I plan to
carry through the summer. Beginning the week of May
23, every Tuesday and Thursday from 12 to 2 p.m.
and 5 to 6 p.m. (weather permitting), I will be holding
“Outdoor Office Hours.”
Want to take a walk and ask all the questions
you’ve always hoped to ask a Rabbi, but never had occasion to? Sit under a tree and learn Torah together?
Practice the Aleph Bet while shooting hoops? Share
stories on a jog? Just reach out to me ahead of time
by phone or email and let me know when you would
like to join me at Cantiague Park.
I’ll plan to meet with members or families one at a
time, certainly wearing a mask, and if you let me know
whether you prefer coffee, tea, or soda for our time
together – it will be my treat.
My friends, something that you’ll notice as you
open the book of Bamidbar, is that the very first decision Moses made when entering the wilderness with
our people was to take a census. He wanted to get to
know each and every member of the community on
a deeper personal level as they journeyed together.
I can certainly relate to that impulse. I hope you will

When the month of
June arrives, there is a sense
of anticipation, a hopefulness
with the arrival of summer.
We will return to our beloved
summer destinations – camp,
the beach, vacations and getaways, the swimming pool,
even simply our own. Summer, in my mind, equals freedom. It is a time to kick back
for a little bit before the intensity of the High Holidays,
a new school year, and all of the stress that goes with
figuring out what the next phase looks like post-pandemic is upon us.
For me, I have just spent close to six months serving our congregation, Temple Beth Torah, as both cantor and rabbi. I have never had the opportunity to do
this work as a kolbo (a clergy person serving in both
roles as rabbi and cantor) in the many years I have
been a cantor. I am incredibly grateful for the experiences I’ve had, the opportunities to grow and learn,
and the ability to serve this community in a whole variety of different ways.
I would like to share some of the moments that
stand out from the past six months with you:
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Officiating at a funeral in Queens completely
alone. No family members were present, as everyone was out-of-state and COVID restrictions limited travel. It was the day after a large snowfall and
navigating the gravesite was challenging. Perhaps
the most difficult task of the funeral was setting up
a Zoom meeting for all of the family members not
in attendance, and trying to figure out how to prop
up my cell phone on a gravestone so everyone
could see.
Leading services for months completely alone
on Shabbat – singing and preaching to an empty sanctuary and a computer screen from inside
what I affectionately call the “Bubble on the Bima.”
Writing a wide variety of Divrei Torah each week
(sometimes as many as five per week), both to
be emailed to the congregation and delivered from
the bima. This particular responsibility of the rabbi
was both incredibly time-consuming and reward-
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Press from Our Leaders
Press from the President
by Marcy Frank, President

Religious School Update
by Orna Sheena, Education Director

HELP WANTED!
We are looking for Temple Beth Torah members to
contribute to our new vision
for our congregation. Open to
any demographic as long as
you are collaborative and a
team player. Don’t just bring
ideas – we want to bring those
ideas to life.
We have a real opportunity, with a new rabbi and an eventual reopening after COVID, to imagine the possibilities for all that our
community can be in the coming years.
I personally have found meaning and joy in participating in the leadership and the vision of the synagogue, and I know that our cantor and our new rabbi
would be delighted to work with you – whether you
have an hour to give a week or even five minutes – to
bring your ideas to life and to strengthen the life of our
synagogue for generations to come.
Right now, we’re looking for people to join very
small committees that can be flexible enough to think
big. Don’t hold back your ideas to make the Temple
more welcoming or more accommodating. If you can’t
make meetings, we are happy to have a quick chat or
conversation via email.
Let’s look closely at what other Temples are doing,
too. We want to find new ways to engage families,
to fundraise and to attract new members. I follow my
home synagogue on Facebook and a few of my childhood classmates have become rabbis and cantors
themselves. I regularly ask them what’s worked and
what hasn’t. Ideas can really come from anywhere.
How can we inspire kids to want to spend more
time at the Temple? What can we do to improve our
family services? Do we need more adult education –
maybe about Jewish history, ethics or Pirke Avot?
Feel free to reach out anytime. We look forward to
hearing from you.

It’s hard to believe that
the 2020-2021 school year
is coming to a close. Living
through the COVID-19 pandemic has been a challenging
experience for students and
educators alike. But as I reflect on this incredible school
year, I am in awe of all that
we have endured and accomplished this year.
Our virtual classes were packed with learning activities. Students gained a strong foundation of Judaism on which to build upon. They received an understanding and appreciation of important fundamentals
of Judaism, as well as knowledge in the areas of Bible,
Tefillah, Jewish holidays, Jewish values, and Israel.
A variety of teaching techniques, such as Kahoot
online games, YouTube videos, online quizzes, and
much more have been included with the lessons to reinforce teaching and keep the students motivated and
interested. The technology-based instruction also enabled students to participate in unique programs such
as the Tu B’Shevat Virtual Tour of Israel with Ramah,
and a moving Kristallnacht Night of Broken Glass
Commemoration with Irving Roth Z”l, who, for the last
time, shared his inspiring story of tragedy and survival
as well as valuable lessons for us to remember.
On a couple of warm days during the fall and
spring, we welcomed the opportunity to meet our
students in person. Although learning at the temple’s
parking lot is far from ideal, we enjoyed meeting our
students and were thrilled to see their excitement as
they participated in a wide array of hands-on activities such as preparing challahs, packing food bags for
people in need, creating greeting cards, and decorating dog tags in celebration of Israel.
Furthermore, our Enrichment Day Hebrew Private
Tutoring program has been very successful. Students
got the opportunity to spend 20 minutes every week
with one of our teachers reviewing and practicing their
Hebrew reading skills from the privacy of their own
homes, and I am very proud of the progress made.
We hope that the students will continue to brush on
their reading skills during the summer.
Our success is a team effort. I would like to ex-

We need your help!
If you are interested in getting
involved at Temple Beth Torah,
please email Marcy at:
president@templebethtorahli.org
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Around the Congregation
A Special Message from
Rabbi Dermer and Kayley

Temple Beth Torah Gets
More Social (Media)

Our deep gratitude to the Sisterhood, the Temple Beth
Torah leadership, the Welcoming Committee, and all
those who have helped to welcome Kayley and I into
our new home, and our new spiritual home, with kindness and generosity of spirit. Todah Rabbah, thank
you, and we look forward to all of the wonderful moments we will share together.

At Temple Beth Torah, we aim to provide you with new
options that allow you to stay connected to the Temple
in a multitude of ways – so “like” us, follow us and
bookmark Temple Beth Torah the next time you are
on the following sites and platforms. We hope that you
will find these new digital tools interesting, engaging
and informative.
Temple Beth Torah on the Web
www.templebethtorahli.org
On Temple Beth Torah’s website, you will find a lot of
information and resources about our Temple and our
programs. Not only can you find information about our
Religious School, but you can also find out more about
upcoming services and the many special events that
are planned for the coming year.

Temple Beth Torah’s Book Club
by Sandy Wasserman
Our June book selection is Button Man by Andrew
Gross. We’ll be meeting on Tuesday, June 22 at 7
p.m. on Zoom.
This book is historical fiction, set in New York City
in the 1920s and 1930s. It’s a family saga based in
part on the author’s own family. Though it’s the story
of three brothers – Morris, Sol, and Harry Rabinowitz
– it’s mostly about Morris, who apprenticed himself at
twelve years old to a garment cutter in a clothing factory. Sol headed to college and became an accountant, and Harry, the youngest, fell in with a gang as a
teenager and can’t escape. But Morris steadily climbs
through the ranks at the factory until he’s running the
place. There’s a lot about unions and the garment industry here, and it’s a thriller!
This book was selected by Carolyn and Harry
Newman, and they will be the facilitators of the June
meeting. After this June book discussion, we’ll take
a break and resume in the fall. If you have read any
great books or if you have ideas for other book club
selections, please do share them with me via email at
sandyfw@gmail.com.

The Temple Beth Torah LinkedIn Group
www.linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=7490885
Temple Beth Torah has a private LinkedIn group for
congregants and members. We are looking to foster
new connections between congregants – do you need
a trustworthy painter or a window installer, a lawyer,
a doctor or even a DJ? More personally, wouldn’t it
be great to get insights about a university that your
children may be considering from a fellow congregant
that attended that school, or even network for internships? Through the growing Temple Beth Torah LinkedIn Group, you may find out that the person that you
are sitting next to during services can deliver exactly
what you need!
Temple Beth Torah on Facebook
www.facebook.com/templebethtorahli
Many of us already use Facebook daily to find and
share information with our friends and family members. Through Temple Beth Torah’s Facebook page,
you can find the latest news about the Temple that is
appropriate for sharing with non-Temple members.
Temple Beth Torah’s Private Facebook Group
www.facebook.com/groups/templebethtorah/
Temple Beth Torah has a private group on Facebook
that is only visible to Temple members that “apply” to
the group. This is where we share details on upcoming Temple events and post pictures from Temple and
Religious School happenings. Users also share news
about important topics relevant to Judaism and Israel.

Around the Congregation
Yasher koach to Cantor Carol Chesler and
the Chesed Committee for coordinating all of
the food drives over the past few months!

Our condolences to Andrew Reiben on the
passing of his mother, Harriet Liberman.
Our condolences to Jodi Podbielak on the
passing of her mother, Anne Zivitofsky.
Our condolences to Jeffrey Reiss on the
passing of his mother, Pearl Reiss.
Our condolences to Joel Spielfogel on the
passing of his mother, Hariette Spielfogel.
At Temple Beth Torah, we strive
to know each other not just as fellow
congregants, but as members of
our extended family. Contact the
Publisher of the Temple Beth Torah
Times to be featured in the
next issue of the newsletter.

Temple Beth Torah’s
Sisterhood Cookbook
Recipes to Remember is a great gift
for any simcha. It is
available for $18 in the
Temple office. If you have
any questions, please
feel free to reach out
to our Sisterhood CoPresidents, Linda Guber
and Randie Mishan.
Temple Beth Torah has a support
base of members who are available to
help fellow congregants when a time
of need occurs. If you are in a position where you could use assistance
- such as friendly phone calls or visits,
shopping, prescription pick-ups, meal
prep and delivery, and so on - please
contact Denise in the Temple office. All
information is confidential and will be
shared only as necessary.

Recent Events
On Shavuot, Jews throughout history
have rejoiced in the miracles of both Torah
learning and delicious desserts. This year,
we shared in the sweetness of the season
and celebrated a new chapter in the history of Temple Beth Torah.
In addition to our full schedule of Shavuot programming, we hosted a Sweet
Shavuot Drive-Up Welcome on Sunday,
May 16 in the Hebrew School pickup location in our parking lot. Rabbi Dermer and
his wife, Kayley, greeted congregants as
they drove up in their cars and wished everyone a Chag Sameach before the holiday began.

Follow Temple Beth Torah on Facebook to see additional pictures.

Did You Know?
Rabbi (Continued from Page 2)

Recipe from Our Sisterhood:
Stuffed Branzino

reach out and schedule a time to meet with me during
these outdoor office hours, even if you just want to
drop by for a few minutes. Of course, we can meet in
my office as well, if you’d prefer, and I’m always available to chat by phone or Zoom as we continue to get
to know each other.
My warmest regards for a summer filled with learning, connecting with friends new and old, and blessings for you and your families,
Rabbi Jack Dermer

Cantor (Continued from Page 2)
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•

ing for me. Moreover, it gave me an excuse to
study the weekly parasha with my husband – who
is truly a wonderful teacher of Torah.
Learning how to read the Yahrtzeit list during the
evening services. Here, I made a number of errors
of omission. I learned how the deceased members of our community are to be remembered,
both on the rotating plaques on the wall and the
list of names of those observing Yarhtzeits. (This
sounds very simple, but it’s not!)
Keeping up with the Mi Sheberach list – all those
in our community who are not well, including
members, friends and family of members. During
a pandemic, this particular responsibility was a
challenge as members suffering from health-related issues were not allowed visitors in the hospital
– a routine destination of most pulpit clergy.
Keeping up with COVID protocol and all of the
changing rules as we re-opened the building for
in-person services in March. Mask-wearing, social
distancing, registration forms, COVID tests and
COVID vaccines – verily a maze of details and
rules that seemed to be ever-changing.
Continuing, through all of this, to provide engaging
programs and religious services for the congregation: a Tu Bishvat seder online, Tuesday evening
Zoom drop-in and chats, food drives, Chanukah
and Purim festivities, Shabbat services, and more.

Summer is a time to kick back – and, as you might
imagine, I cannot wait. A year ago, my kids bought me
a hammock to relax in on our back patio. I am looking
forward to pulling out the hammock very soon!
Enjoy your summer, and may it be a time of freedom, relaxation, and, above all, wonderful health and
a long-anticipated return to the many things we love to
do.

Ingredients:
2 lb whole branzino
1/2 stick unsalted margarine or butter
1 tablespoon chopped capers
1 tablespoon lemon juice
6 slices lemon
6-8 sprigs of rosemary
1 tablespoon olive oil
salt and pepper to taste
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Preheat oven to 425.
Make four cuts, on an angle, on the skin of the fish
(not too deep) and place on parchment paper on a
metal sheet pan.
Mix softened margarine or butter, capers and lemon juice and place in cavity of the fish and in the
four cuts on top of the fish.
Put 3-4 lemon slices inside the fish and 4 on top.
Put 3 rosemary sprigs inside the fish and 3-4 on
top and add some salt and pepper to taste.
Drizzle the olive oil on top of the fish.
Bake on rack in top part of oven at 425 for 15 minutes and then broil for 5-10 minutes until golden.
Enjoy!

School (Continued from Page 3)
press my gratitude to all who partnered and assisted
us on this Jewish education journey. Special thanks to
Rabbi Katz and Rabbi Dermer for enriching our lessons with their wisdom, Cantor Chesler for working
with the Vav students on improving their Trope skills
and for infusing our holiday celebrations with music
and fun, David Damon and the Board of Education
for their constructive input and ongoing support, and
Rose Zalinsky, our incredible school administrator, for
all her help with school matters.
Many thanks go to our great teachers: Mr. Aronin,
Mrs. Lalo, and Mrs. Sharaga. I greatly appreciate their
devotion to Jewish education and their hard work on
transitioning to remote teaching. I also want to thank
all of our parents for their partnership and for ensuring
that the children “show up” to our virtual classes. Lastly, I thank our students for overcoming the “physical
distance challenges,” and for giving us the privilege to
teach them about our rich heritage.
Wishing you and your families a happy Shavuot
and fun-filled summer.

Upcoming Events for June 2021
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1

Wednesday
2

Executive Board
Meeting,
9:00 p.m.

6

Morning Minyan,
9:00 a.m.

13

Morning Minyan,
9:00 a.m.
Father’s
Day

20

Morning Minyan,
9:00 a.m.
Fast of
Tammuz

27

Morning Minyan,
9:00 a.m.

7

8

9

15

16

Torah Trope Class,
1:00 p.m.

14

Congregational
Meeting
Board of Trustees
Meeting,
9:00 p.m.

Torah Trope Class,
1:00 p.m.

21

22

23

29

30

Torah Trope Class,
1:00 p.m.

28

Upcoming Events for June 2021
Thursday

Friday

3

Rosh
Chodesh
Tammuz

10

17

24

Saturday
4

5

Candle Lighting,
8:05 p.m.
Shabbat Services,
6:30 p.m.

Shabbat Services,
9:45 a.m.
Minha Services,
8:05 p.m.

11

12

Candle Lighting,
8:09 p.m.
Shabbat Services,
6:30 p.m.

Shabbat Services,
9:45 a.m.
Minha Services,
8:10 p.m.

18

19

Candle Lighting,
8:12 p.m.
Shabbat Services,
6:30 p.m.

Shabbat Services,
9:45 a.m.
Minha Services,
8:10 p.m.

25

26

Rosh
Chodesh
Tammuz

Candle Lighting,
8:13 p.m.
Shabbat Services,
6:30 p.m.

Shabbat Services,
9:45 a.m.
Minha Services,
8:15 p.m.

Upcoming
Event
Spotlight
In light of recent
events, Temple
Beth Torah has
been streaming
services and
educational
classes. Check it
out via this link:
http://bit.ly/
tbtstream
Rabbi Dermer
will be hosting
occasional
Adult Education
classes via Zoom.
Details, including
the meeting ID, will
be sent to you via
email. Questions
and participation
are strongly
encouraged.
Please also RSVP
to our Drop In and
Chat Zoom
sessions, which
are hosted by
Cantor Chesler
every other
Tuesday evening.
Additional details
will be sent to you
via email.
All are welcome
and encouraged
to join us.

A Guide to Temple Beth Torah

Jack Dermer / Michael Katz

Carol Chesler / Kal Fliegelman

rabbi@templebethtorahli.org

cantor@templebethtorahli.org

Rabbi / Rabbi Emeritus

Cantor / Cantor Emeritus

Orna Sheena

Education Director

sheenao@templebethtorahli.org

Temple Beth Torah Office Staff
Denise Lindenfeld

Rose Zalinsky

admin@templebethtorahli.org / (516) 334-7979

office@templebethtorahli.org / (516) 334-7979

Administrator

Religious School Administrator

Temple Beth Torah Executive Board

Ellen Unger

Gillian Grishman

education@templebethtorahli.org

fundraising@templebethtorahli.org

membership@templebethtorahli.org

Ken Weiss

Michael Glickman

Rich Rothstein

security@templebethtorahli.org

press@templebethtorahli.org

ritual@templebethtorahli.org

Marcy Frank

David Damon
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President

Ed Katzin

VP Education

VP House & Buildings

VP House & Buildings

Neal Guber

Allison Rothstein

treasurer@templebethtorahli.org

secretary@templebethtorahli.org

buildings@templebethtorahli.org

Treasurer

Secretary

VP Fundraising

VP Publicity

Randi Lesnick

Past President

pastpresident@templebethtorahli.org

VP Membership

VP Ritual

Andrew Marshall

President’s Council

prescouncil@templebethtorahli.org

Art Pesner / Robin Rothstein

Linda Guber / Randie Mishan

Robert Shapiro

finsec@templebethtorahli.org

sisterhood@templebethtorahli.org

mensclub@templebethtorahli.org

Financial Secretary

Sisterhood

Men’s Club

A Guide to Temple Beth Torah
Schedule of Religious Services
Daily Services

Temple Office: (516) 334-7979

Evening Minyans (Sun - Thurs), 8:30 p.m.
Sunday Morning Services, 9:00 a.m.

Who Should I Contact To...?

Shabbat Services

Contact our Vice President of Ritual

Friday Evening, 6:30 p.m.
Saturday Morning, 9:45 a.m.
Saturday Minhah/Havdalah, Sundown
(same time as candle lighting)

Arrange for Aliyah or Honors
Schedule a Baby Naming or Aufruf
Contact Cantor Carol Chesler

Sponsor a Kiddush or Oneg Shabbat

Support Temple Beth Torah

Contact the Temple Office

Make a Donation

Add a Name to the
“Mi-Shehbayrach” (Get Well) List

Checks should be made out to the
“Temple Beth Torah Rabbi’s Fund”
and then a card “in memory of” or
“in honor of” will be distributed.

Make a Purchase at Amazon

Use the link below to purchase items at
Amazon. When the link is used, Temple
Beth Torah earns a referral fee.
goo.gl/uEFcG8

We provide many opportunities to
remember a loved one or a special
occassion, or commemorate your
years at Temple Beth Torah.
Dedicate a Leaf on Our
Tree of Life or a Prayer Book
Contact the Temple Office

Buy a Brick

www.bricksrus.com/order/tbtli
or Contact the Temple Office

Share Your Simchah With Us!
At Temple Beth Torah, we strive to know
each other not just as fellow congregants,
but as members of our extended family.
Contact the Publisher of the Temple Beth
Torah Times to be featured in the next
issue of the newsletter.

Contact Cantor Carol Chesler

Notify the Congregation of
a Funeral or a Shiva
Contact Cantor Carol Chesler

Check a Yahrzeit Date
Contact the Temple Office

Discuss Bar or Bat Mitzvah Dates
Contact Cantor Carol Chesler

Discuss Dues or Financial Questions
Contact the Temple Office or our Treasurer

Purchase Torah Cards

Contact Linda Pochtar, 933-0963
or Betty Weiss, 931-6046

Purchase Kippot and Head Coverings
Contact Linda Guber, 297-3721
or Gillian Grishman, 938-6790

Add a Name to the Distribution List
for Our Jewish Singles Events

If you know of any Jewish singles
(members and non-members) who would
like to be included on our email list for
future events, please have them send
their name and email address to
admin@templebethtorahli.org.

Advertisements and Classifieds

10% discount for
Temple Beth Torah
members

Aron Newman
8 Locust Ave
E Farmingdale, NY 11735

Serving all your technology needs
Computer and Network Services
Computer Upgrade • Repair
Virus Removal • PC Cleanup
Optimization • Installation
At Home Service • & More

Digital and Internet Services
Digital Strategy • Hosting
Web Development • SEO
Social Media • eCommerce
Email Marketing • Analytics
www.gigabyteny.com

87 Engineers Drive Hicksville New York (516) 822-4566
www.popkinelectric.com—Like us on Facebook!
SERVICING LONG ISLANDS HOMEOWNERS, BUSINESSES,
AND NON-PROFITS
INNOVATION · CRAFTSMANSHIP · INTEGRITY
ANDREW POPKIN - LICENSED ELECTRICIAN
5% Temple Member Discount

The Temple Beth Torah Times’
advertisers help support the
production of our newsletter.
Please support those that
support us and thank them
with your patronage.
For information on advertising
in this section, please call
the Temple office.

At Gurwin, our philosophy is simple:
If this were your mother, what would you do?

gurwin.org
F AMILY OF H EALTHCARE S ERVICES

631.715.2000 • Commack, NY

THE GURWIN FAMILY OF HEALTHCARE SERVICES: Long-term Care • Short-term Rehabilitation
Ventilator/Respiratory Care • Advanced Care • Memory Care • Palliative & Hospice Care • Adult Day Programs
Home Care • On-site Dialysis & Infusion Therapy • Assisted Living • Proposed Independent Living Community
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