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We are thrilled to welcome Rabbi Jack Dermer and his wife, Kayley Romick,
into the Temple Beth Torah family! We will have opportunities for
congregants to continue to get to know them in the coming months.

Off the Bimah
A Sweet New Beginning
by Rabbi Jack Dermer

Welcoming Rabbi Dermer to TBT
by Cantor Carol Chesler

Dear Friends,
It is with profound excitement that I sit down to
write these words, knowing
that they will arrive in your
mailboxes during my first official month as the new Rabbi
of Temple Beth Torah.
This month of Iyyar, the
month of the festival of Shavuot, could not be a more
perfect time for a new beginning. For one, the much
beloved custom of enjoying dairy desserts during this
month, a reflection of the sweetness of receiving Torah, fills me with a sense of all the sweet moments
that are to come. But sweets, as much as we all enjoy
a good blintz, are not what I want to focus on in this
piece. Instead, two words which are on my mind, that
encapsulate so much of what is holy about the festival
of Shavuot, and guide us as we envision our future as
a Temple Beth Torah family.
First, unity. When our ancestors began their exodus from Egypt, the Torah described them as an erev
rav, a mixed multitude, of diverse backgrounds, perspectives, and interests. However, when they arrived
at Sinai come Shavuot, just a few short weeks later,
something remarkable had happened. In that moment
of standing together at Sinai, though still wonderfully
diverse, they felt themselves for the first time truly Am
Yisrael, a people of Israel, united in the shared values
they had come to cherish, and their common mission
to bring the wisdom and goodness of Torah into our
world.
What was true for our ancestors remains true for
us today. Each of us is unique, with different interests
and passions as they relate to Jewish life, and diverse
stories of our own Jewish journeys. I look forward to
continuing to learn your stories as our relationships
deepen through these months, and I’m eager to share
the story of my own Jewish journey with you. But
through that diversity, Shavuot points us back to unity, to the moments of standing together in shared joy
and connection, and it is that image that I am holding
now as well. I’m looking toward the coming months
with confidence that our period of social distancing
will increasingly give way to spiritual closeness, and

The time has come to
roll out the carpet, sound the
horns, strike the drums, and
get ready to cheer. Our new
rabbi, Jack Dermer, is arriving at Temple Beth Torah this
month, and we are full of joy
and anticipation. I have been
meeting (virtually) with Rabbi Dermer over the last few
months, discussing the many
different aspects and agendas of our congregation. It
reminds me of a song from “The King and I” – “Getting
to know you, getting to know all about you, getting to
like you, getting to hope you like me.”
In the course of my career, I have shared the Bima
with four rabbis – the first one was my husband, Rabbi
Barry Chesler, at the Malverne Jewish Center here on
Long Island. Each time, a relationship is forged between the clergy. Rabbis and cantors each have their
own way of doing things, to be sure. They have different strengths and talents, and different goals and
agendas. What brings the clergy together is the congregation – what is the agenda of Temple Beth Torah?
What are the unifying goals? What is the vision for the
future? How do we design a plan to get that vision put
into action?
There are so many topics to be discussed – religious services, religious school, life cycle events,
community demographics, finances, Israel, education, social calendar, social action, groups within the
shul like Sisterhood and Men’s Club and youth group,
security, interfaith work, and of course the enormous
number of issues connected to life during the pandemic. The list of topics is overwhelming. In the Wisdom of the Sages, it says, “The day is short, the task
is great” (Avot 2:20). There is no end to what can be
done in a synagogue, in serving the people each day,
and in bringing the congregation to an even greater
sense of community and connection. I look forward
to working with Rabbi Dermer, getting to know him,
getting to share the Bima, getting to begin to build a
wonderful future for Temple Beth Torah together.
As we know only too well from this past year – a
year full of upheaval and uncertainty – change is difficult much of the time. But change brings with it the
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Press from Our Leaders
Press from the President
by Marcy Frank, President

Religious School Update
by Orna Sheena, Education Director

In a couple of weeks,
we’ll celebrate Shavuot, the
time during which our ancestors first received the Torah at
Mount Sinai. It’s the time every year when we recommit
to our Jewish lives, the values
and traditions we hold dear
and renew our love for who
we are as Jews.
What better time to celebrate renewal than when Rabbi Dermer joins Temple
Beth Torah this month as our Rabbi. He and his wife,
Kayley, a rabbinical student herself, will be moving in,
and Rabbi Dermer will be on the bimah with Cantor
Chesler the weekend of May 14, when Hudson Gingold becomes Bar Mitzvah. Shavuot follows just two
days later.
We recently formed a welcome committee of enthusiastic congregants who are working with Rabbi
Dermer to bring his vision of
re-energizing Temple Beth
Torah to life. In just his first
few weeks, we are planning
a drive up to distribute sweet
dairy treats for Shavuot and
we are planning what we
hope will be the first of many
outdoor Friday night Kaballat
Shabbat services this summer.
We are so excited for this new chapter to bring
fun and meaningful ways for our members of all ages
and interests to engage with our wonderful community. For example, we are planning an outdoor bagel
brunch in mid-May and look forward to seeing off our
religious school and post-Bar Mitzvah students in their
own sweet meet and greet with Rabbi Dermer.
This is the time to be creative and think out of the
box. Have you been getting any exercise this winter?
Are you spending more time outside or still using your
Peloton, or have you returned to the gym? Would you
support a Temple Beth Torah-wide exercise-a-thon?
We can count our steps and raise money for Temple
Beth Torah.
Do you have a pet? We would love to hold an outdoor event to bless our furry friends this summer. Call

It’s hard to believe that
spring is here and that we are
into the last couple of months
of the school year. We have
turned the clocks ahead and
are looking forward to sunny
days, blooming flowers, and
life that is free of Covid-19!
During this time of year,
we get to celebrate the concept of freedom. Luckily for us,
even during these challenging times, unlike the slaves
in Egypt, we have control over our own destinies and
are free to make decisions to protect ourselves and
our loved ones. Furthermore, we are blessed with
technology that enables us to learn together, connect
with one another, and pray together.
During our virtual lessons in March, we learned
about the story of Passover as well as the rituals and
symbols that reflect the transition from slavery to freedom. To gain a better understanding of the Jewish
value of empathy, students were asked to put themselves in the place of our ancestors who experienced
slavery for 400 years in Egypt. We literally tasted the
bitterness of our people who were strangers in the
land, vulnerable, oppressed, and subject to cruelty
and slavery. Students also learned about the Israelites’ 40-years-long journey in the desert on their way
to Israel. They appreciated the notion that we have
the power to free our minds, take control of our reality
and unlock our life without limitations.
We wrapped up our study of the holiday with a virtual mock Seder led by Rabbi Dermer. We discussed
the 15 steps of the Seder, talked about the stories of
the holiday, and covered most of the Haggadah. To
add to the fun, Cantor Chesler accompanied us with a
few songs.
In addition, the Daled and Hay classes commenced our study of Israel. Students enjoyed participating in the “Israeli City of the Week” session. Each
week, they learned about different cities, such as Tel
Aviv, Haifa, Eilat, and Acco, with many more exciting
cities to come. It is a pleasure to see students become
familiar with various Israeli cities and understand that,
while it is a small country, Israel is very diverse from
its people to its landmarks.
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Around the Congregation
The Next Step
Bar Mitzvah: Hudson Gingold (May 15)
Son of Aileen and Peter
My name is Hudson
Gingold and I am becoming
a Bar Mitzvah on May 15. I
am excited for the big day. I
have worked really hard with
Cantor Chesler over the year.
This year has not been easy.
I have had to do a lot of my
preparing on Zoom and on
phone calls but I have learned
a lot. I have learned that no
matter what I am preparing
for, I need to give 100% effort. I have taken this lesson from studying my Haftorah and Torah and applied
it to my life outside of Hebrew School as well. Most
days you can find me on a field. I am an avid lacrosse,
basketball and soccer player. I really enjoy competing
and being a part of a team. Many of the relationships
I have with friends have been from playing sports.
For my Bar Mitzvah project I have decided to team
up with my brother, Jackson, and his friend, Nick. Earlier this year, their best friend was diagnosed with
lymphoma. My brother and his friend have created
a foundation to raise money and give back to Cohen’s Children’s Hospital. I am raising money to donate blankets to the hospital for the kids there. I have
learned through my brother and his efforts that giving
back and helping others when they need support is
so meaningful. My parents and brother have always
showed me to think of other’s before themselves. I
hope my efforts can help the kids fighting this terrible
disease and make a change!

Cantor (Continued from Page 2)
possibility for growth, for reaching our potential, for
dreaming, and for bringing those dreams to fruition.
It is a time to think big, to brainstorm, to imagine all
of the ways Temple Beth Torah can embrace our new
rabbi, and hopefully embrace an end to the pandemic
as well, and see all of the possibilities before us – and
not just to dream them, but to do them, to live them.
B’ruchim Ha-ba-im, a huge welcome to Rabbi
Jack Dermer and his wife, Kayley. May he know joy,
success, and great fulfillment here at Temple Beth Torah!

Temple Beth Torah Gets
More Social (Media)
At Temple Beth Torah, we aim to provide you with new
options that allow you to stay connected to the Temple
in a multitude of ways – so “like” us, follow us and
bookmark Temple Beth Torah the next time you are
on the following sites and platforms. We hope that you
will find these new digital tools interesting, engaging
and informative.
Temple Beth Torah on the Web
www.templebethtorahli.org
On Temple Beth Torah’s website, you will find a lot of
information and resources about our Temple and our
programs. Not only can you find information about our
Religious School, but you can also find out more about
upcoming services and the many special events that
are planned for the coming year.
The Temple Beth Torah LinkedIn Group
www.linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=7490885
Temple Beth Torah has a private LinkedIn group for
congregants and members. We are looking to foster
new connections between congregants – do you need
a trustworthy painter or a window installer, a lawyer,
a doctor or even a DJ? More personally, wouldn’t it
be great to get insights about a university that your
children may be considering from a fellow congregant
that attended that school, or even network for internships? Through the growing Temple Beth Torah LinkedIn Group, you may find out that the person that you
are sitting next to during services can deliver exactly
what you need!
Temple Beth Torah on Facebook
www.facebook.com/templebethtorahli
Many of us already use Facebook daily to find and
share information with our friends and family members. Through Temple Beth Torah’s Facebook page,
you can find the latest news about the Temple that is
appropriate for sharing with non-Temple members.
Temple Beth Torah’s Private Facebook Group
www.facebook.com/groups/templebethtorah/
Temple Beth Torah has a private group on Facebook
that is only visible to Temple members that “apply” to
the group. This is where we share details on upcoming Temple events and post pictures from Temple and
Religious School happenings. Users also share news
about important topics relevant to Judaism and Israel.

Around the Congregation
Temple Beth Torah’s Book Club
by Sandy Wasserman
Can you believe it! It’s May, the month that we officially welcome Rabbi Dermer to Temple Beth Torah!
We’ll enjoy discussing one of his favorite books with
him on Sunday, May 23, at 10 a.m. after minyan!
Rabbi Dermer will join us in a Zoom discussion
of the book Morality: Restoring the Common Good in
Divided Times, by Rabbi Jonathan Sacks [z”l].
This is quite a book! The Jewish Book Council selected this book as a winner in the 70th National Jewish Book Award celebration. On April 12, the Everett
Family Foundation Book of the Year Award accepted
the award on behalf of Rabbi Jonathan Sacks (z”l).
Rabbi Dermer will share some provocative questions and ‘food for thought’ with us in advance via an
email to you to enhance the discussion. We’ll have
a deep dive into a great book by a terrific rabbi, author, and thinker, whom the Jewish people lost all-toosoon. The book is available in most libraries and on
Amazon. Give yourself the gift of enough time to read
and think about each chapter in the book.
Speaking of food though, this discussion will still
be via Zoom, so please BYOB: bring your own bagel,
and bring your own bottle, or bring your own beverage! The Zoom link will be sent a few days before.

School (Continued from Page 3)
Vav students spent time reviewing the weekly Torah portions of Ki Tisa, Vayakhel-Pekudei, and Vayikra portions. They also had the opportunity to briefly
review some Jewish history. More specifically, they
studied the Balfour Declaration of 1917, whereby the
British government officially recognized the right of
the Jews to their own homeland in Palestine. They
also learned about Chaim Weizmann’s important role
in the creation of the Balfour Declaration, and years
later, of his role as the first President of Israel.
In the coming weeks, we will continue to focus
our attention on the weekly Torah portions, Hebrew
reading, Israel, and
the holidays. We
held a Yom HaShoah
(Holocaust
Memorial Day) virtual ceremony on April 7, and
an outdoor in-person program to commemorate Yom
HaZikaron (Israeli Memorial Day) and celebrate Yom
HaAtzmaut (Israeli Independence Day).

Our condolences to Stanley Gilman on the
passing of his brother, Burton J. Gilman.
Our condolences to Matthew Weser on the
passing of his father, Rubin G. Weser.
Our condolences to Jamie Launer on the
passing of her mother, Margot Halpern.
President (Continued from Page 3)
me if you want to help plan this.
All ideas are welcome. Rabbi Dermer and Cantor
Chesler have many of their own, too.
I know this year continues to be challenging for so
many. We will continue to bring opportunities for all of
us to be together whether it’s on Zoom, in person in
the sanctuary or outside. I hope to “see” you soon as
we celebrate our Temple Beth Torah community our
new beginning.

Temple Beth Torah’s
Sisterhood Cookbook
Recipes to Remember is a great gift
for any simcha. It is
available for $18 in the
Temple office. If you have
any questions, please
feel free to reach out
to our Sisterhood CoPresidents, Linda Guber
and Randie Mishan.
Temple Beth Torah has a support
base of members who are available to
help fellow congregants when a time
of need occurs. If you are in a position where you could use assistance
- such as friendly phone calls or visits,
shopping, prescription pick-ups, meal
prep and delivery, and so on - please
contact Denise in the Temple office. All
information is confidential and will be
shared only as necessary.

Recent Events
Rock CAN Roll, Temple Beth Torah, and
Jericho Jewish Center worked together to help
our Long Island neighbors during another food
drive on Sunday, March 21. Yasher koach to
everyone who donated items as well as to the
volunteers who ran and facilitated this event.
Cantor Carol Chesler and the Chesed Committee greeted people as they drove in, collected
and picked up the donations, and packed, sorted and counted all of the donated items.
In addition, our Religious School students
commemorated Yom HaZikaron (Israeli Memorial Day) and celebrated Yom HaAtzmaut (Israeli Independence Day) during an outdoor inperson program in April.

Follow Temple Beth Torah on Facebook to see additional pictures.

Did You Know?
Rabbi Dermer (Continued from Page 2)
a return to the social synagogue life we love. I envision us, though continuing to take every safety precaution that we know we must, standing together as a
community in meaningful new ways during fun social
events, learning opportunities, services and so much
more. As our ancestors felt of one heart at Sinai, so
too Cantor Chesler, our synagogue leadership, and I
am eager to share with you plans for many opportunities into the summer and beyond when we will be able
to stand – socially distant but together – a little closer
to G-d, to Torah, and to one another.
The second word which comes to mind during
the season of Shavuot is enthusiasm.
At the base of Mount Sinai on Shavuot all those
thousands of years ago, our ancestors famously proclaimed in response to G-d: Naaseh v’nishmah – “we
will do and we will hear.” Our sages praised that response for the energy and eagerness which it conveyed; so excited were the people of Israel to engage
in a life of Jewish community, that they accepted the
Torah before even hearing what was in it!
I bring tremendous energy to the way that I live
and teach Torah, and our ancestors’ response is a
model for the culture that I would love for us to continue to foster at Temple Beth Torah into the coming
months and years. I will strive each and every day
to kindle the spark of enthusiasm for Jewish life and
community building in the hearts of all of our members. I want us all to feel an ownership and a personal
stake in the community we want to build together into
this new chapter.
Along those lines, as we get to know each other
better in these coming weeks, I hope you will share
with me: What is one way that you feel you might contribute your energy, your expertise, your wisdom, to
help strengthen our community? What is a program
you’ve always hoped to see, or a group you’ve always
wanted to start, and how can we begin planning together? What is something that I can do to help you
tap into a deeper enthusiasm and excitement around
your personal Jewish life?
Please don’t be shy! I’ll certainly be reaching out
as I continue to get to know each of you and your
families, but I’m happy if you reach me first as well!
Whether by phone, email, or social media – all of my
contact information can be found below and on our
website. I can’t wait to hear what is on your minds.
Friends, for my first official entry into the Temple
Beth Torah Times, I’ve written more than I had antici-

Recipe from Our Sisterhood:
Blintz Casserole
Ingredients:
1/2 cup butter or margarine (melted)
3/4 cup sugar
2 eggs
1 cup flour
1 pinch of salt
3 tsp. baking powder
1/4 cup milk
1 tsp. vanilla
1 lb. Farmers cheese
1 lb. Cream cheese (whipped)
1/4 cup sugar
1 tsp. vanilla
Preheat oven to 350. Combine melted butter/margarine, 3/4 cup sugar, 2 eggs, 1 cup flour, salt, baking
powder, milk and 1 teaspoon vanilla. Mix until smooth.
Spread half of the dough into a 9 x 11 inch baking pan,
covering the bottom evenly with a thin layer. Combine
remaining ingredients and mix until smooth. Spread
evenly over the dough mixture in the pan and let it
sink into the dough. Cover with the remaining dough.
Bake for 1 hour at 350 or until golden brown. Enjoy!

pated, but there is much to say and even more to do.
My prayer, as spring continues to bloom, as the moving boxes begin to pile up in our home, and as the
days draw closer to moving day and my first moments
on the Temple Beth Torah Bima: May this new beginning be as sweet as receiving Torah anew on Shavuot.
May the months to come bring us closer together as a
synagogue family, as I know they will, in new introductions, in learning, in creativity, connection, and in joy.
With blessings and heartfelt anticipation,
Rabbi Dermer

Temple Office:
(516) 334-7979
Email:
Rabbijdermer@gmail.com
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/RabbiJDermer
instagram: @RabbiJack

Upcoming Events for May 2021
Sunday

Monday

3

2

Morning Minyan,
9:00 a.m.
Mother’s
Day

9

Morning Minyan,
9:00 a.m.
Erev
Shavuot

16

Tuesday

5

4

Executive Board
Meeting,
9:00 p.m.

Torah Trope Class,
1:00 p.m.
Yom
Yerushalayim
Jerusalem
Reunification
Day

Wednesday

10

11

Rosh
Chodesh
Sivan

12

Torah Trope Class,
1:00 p.m.
Shavuot
First Day

17

Shavuot
Second Day
Yizkor

18

19

25

26

Morning Minyan,
9:00 a.m.

24

23
Morning Minyan,
9:00 a.m.

30
Morning Minyan,
9:00 a.m.

Torah Trope Class,
1:00 p.m.
Memorial
Day

31

Board of Trustees
Meeting,
9:00 p.m.

Upcoming Events for May 2021
Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1
Shabbat Services,
9:45 a.m.
Minha Services,
7:35 p.m.

6

13

20

27

7

8

Candle Lighting,
7:40 p.m.
Shabbat Services,
6:30 p.m.

Shabbat Services,
9:45 a.m.
Minha Services,
7:40 p.m.

14

15

Candle Lighting,
7:47 p.m.
Shabbat Services,
6:30 p.m.

Shabbat Services,
9:45 a.m.
Bar Mitzvah of
Hudson Gingold
Minha Services,
7:50 p.m.

21

22

Candle Lighting,
7:54 p.m.
Shabbat Services,
6:30 p.m.

Shabbat Services,
9:45 a.m.
Minha Services,
7:55 p.m.

28

29

Candle Lighting,
8:00 p.m.
Shabbat Services,
6:30 p.m.

Shabbat Services,
9:45 a.m.
Minha Services,
8:00 p.m.

Upcoming
Event
Spotlight
In light of recent
events, Temple
Beth Torah has
been streaming
services and
educational
classes. Check it
out via this link:
http://bit.ly/
tbtstream
Rabbi Dermer
will be hosting
occasional
Adult Education
classes via Zoom.
Details, including
the meeting ID, will
be sent to you via
email. Questions
and participation
are strongly
encouraged.
Please also RSVP
to our Drop In and
Chat Zoom
sessions, which
are hosted by
Cantor Chesler
every other
Tuesday evening.
Additional details
will be sent to you
via email.
All are welcome
and encouraged
to join us.
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A Guide to Temple Beth Torah
Schedule of Religious Services
Daily Services

Temple Office: (516) 334-7979

Evening Minyans (Sun - Thurs), 8:30 p.m.
Sunday Morning Services, 9:00 a.m.

Who Should I Contact To...?

Shabbat Services

Contact our Vice President of Ritual

Friday Evening, 6:30 p.m.
Saturday Morning, 9:45 a.m.
Saturday Minhah/Havdalah, Sundown
(same time as candle lighting)

Arrange for Aliyah or Honors
Schedule a Baby Naming or Aufruf
Contact Cantor Carol Chesler

Sponsor a Kiddush or Oneg Shabbat

Support Temple Beth Torah

Contact the Temple Office

Make a Donation

Add a Name to the
“Mi-Shehbayrach” (Get Well) List

Checks should be made out to the
“Temple Beth Torah Rabbi’s Fund”
and then a card “in memory of” or
“in honor of” will be distributed.

Make a Purchase at Amazon

Use the link below to purchase items at
Amazon. When the link is used, Temple
Beth Torah earns a referral fee.
goo.gl/uEFcG8

We provide many opportunities to
remember a loved one or a special
occassion, or commemorate your
years at Temple Beth Torah.
Dedicate a Leaf on Our
Tree of Life or a Prayer Book
Contact the Temple Office

Buy a Brick

www.bricksrus.com/order/tbtli
or Contact the Temple Office

Share Your Simchah With Us!
At Temple Beth Torah, we strive to know
each other not just as fellow congregants,
but as members of our extended family.
Contact the Publisher of the Temple Beth
Torah Times to be featured in the next
issue of the newsletter.

Contact Cantor Carol Chesler

Notify the Congregation of
a Funeral or a Shiva
Contact Cantor Carol Chesler

Check a Yahrzeit Date
Contact the Temple Office

Discuss Bar or Bat Mitzvah Dates
Contact Cantor Carol Chesler

Discuss Dues or Financial Questions
Contact the Temple Office or our Treasurer

Purchase Torah Cards

Contact Linda Pochtar, 933-0963
or Betty Weiss, 931-6046

Purchase Kippot and Head Coverings
Contact Linda Guber, 297-3721
or Gillian Grishman, 938-6790

Add a Name to the Distribution List
for Our Jewish Singles Events

If you know of any Jewish singles
(members and non-members) who would
like to be included on our email list for
future events, please have them send
their name and email address to
admin@templebethtorahli.org.

Advertisements and Classifieds

The Temple Beth Torah Times’
advertisers help support the
production of our newsletter.
Please support those that
support us and thank them
with your patronage.
For information on advertising
in this section, please call
the Temple office.

Aron Newman
8 Locust Ave
E Farmingdale, NY 11735

Serving all your technology needs
Computer and Network Services
Computer Upgrade • Repair
Virus Removal • PC Cleanup
Optimization • Installation
At Home Service • & More

Digital and Internet Services
Digital Strategy • Hosting
Web Development • SEO
Social Media • eCommerce
Email Marketing • Analytics
www.gigabyteny.com

87 Engineers Drive Hicksville New York (516) 822-4566
www.popkinelectric.com—Like us on Facebook!
SERVICING LONG ISLANDS HOMEOWNERS, BUSINESSES,
AND NON-PROFITS
INNOVATION · CRAFTSMANSHIP · INTEGRITY
ANDREW POPKIN - LICENSED ELECTRICIAN
5% Temple Member Discount

The Temple Beth Torah Times’
advertisers help support the
production of our newsletter.
Please support those that
support us and thank them
with your patronage.
For information on advertising
in this section, please call
the Temple office.
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If this were your mother, what would you do?
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