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Each Hebrew School family received a special Tu’Bishvat gift bag
that includied parsley seeds to begin planting now so that they

may enjoy fresh parsley come Pesach.



 Off the Bimah

 Why is Temple Beth 
Torah holding a Super Bowl 
Shabbat the weekend of Feb-
ruary 11-13?! What do the Su-
per Bowl and Judaism have 
in common? You might think 
that a game that’s all about 
tossing the “pigskin” couldn’t 
possibly be Kosher, but the 
connections are numerous!
 Reason #1 – Super 

Bowl Sunday, like Jewish life, gives us a chance 
to express and affirm our core identities. Loyalty 
to a team is often given by family, passed down from 
generation to generation. In other cases, loyalty to a 
team and the identity that goes along with being a fan 
is entirely a matter of personal choice. These fans 
might root for a team at the suggestion of a spouse or 
a friend, or maybe they just realized one day that they 
love the team and what it represents. But no matter 
how one becomes a fan – when it’s game time, one’s 
loyalty to the team and enthusiasm as a fan are what 
matter most. The same is true about our Jewish iden-
tities. No matter where we come from, no matter what 
brings us into the synagogue, we sit together as one 
people, cheering for the values that we cherish.
 Reason #2 – Super Bowl Sunday, like any good 
Jewish day, comes along with the proper garb and 
accessories. Of course, if you’re viewing the game 
at home, at the very least you probably want to wear 
the right jersey, or maybe a hat with your team’s logo. 
If you’re really a fan, you might have a few stickers 
on your car or fridge. But, as we all know, the biggest 
fans don’t stop there. They paint their faces, in some 
cases their entire bodies, with the colors of their team 
or number of their favorite player. In Jewish life, as 
with the Super Bowl, what we wear on a day to day 
basis says a lot about our commitment to our team. 
We certainly don’t need to wear anything in particu-
lar to be a true fan of Judaism, but what we wear 
does serve as an important reminder for us, and for 
the world at large, of who and what we’re rooting for. 
The Tallit, which we may choose to wear during Shab-
bat services, reflects a core belief in God’s sheltering 
presence in our lives. The Kippah or head covering 
we may choose to wear is a moment to moment re-

All We Need Is A Few Good Messengers
by Cantor Carol Chesler

 One of the things I like 
most about being a cantor is 
leading all different kinds of 
religious services and min-
yanim on Shabbat, holidays, 
weekdays, and many other 
special occasions. I enjoy the 
rhythm, the music, and the 
meaning of the prayers, both 
in chanting before the com-
munity and singing together 

as a congregation. Moreover, I enjoy listening to a 
variety of congregants do the leading of the service.  
These individuals are known as Ba’alei Tefillah, mes-
sengers of prayer.  Their task, like mine, is to bring the 
community (Kehilah) into prayer, into a space where 
conversation with the Almighty is possible. To be a 
messenger of prayer is truly not the easiest way to 
volunteer to help out at Temple Beth Torah, but even 
so, it is a very fulfilling, gratifying, and meaningful way 
to connect with the community.
 There were several months this past year when I 
served as both rabbi and cantor on the bimah, singing 
and speaking to an empty sanctuary, void of the peo-
ple I usually see on Shabbat and weekdays. We were 
observing the restrictions of life during the pandemic 
last winter, and Temple Beth Torah was between rab-
bis. I cannot tell you what it felt like to hear voices 
singing again in our sanctuary when people returned 
to in-person services last spring. I am often deeply 
inspired by the sound of the congregation joining in as 
we sing together. Sometimes (not often), I drop out of 
congregational singing just to listen to the voice of the 
community in unison in prayer.  It is both humbling and 
uplifting to hear the Kehilah sing as one voice.
 When students become Bar and Bat Mitzvah here, 
they lead certain parts of the service. They are lead-
ing congregational prayer and congregational singing 
– something they have probably never done before, 
and in front so many people. These young students 
are expected to know how to lead the davening. It is 
impossible to simulate the presence of the congrega-
tion, the voices joining in, during a rehearsal on the 
bimah. There is no technology, like the piped-in laugh-
ter on a “laugh track” on a sitcom, to alert the Bar or 
Bat Mitzvah student to what that feels like when the 

Join us for Super Bowl Shabbat!
by Rabbi Jack Dermer

Continued on Page 5 Continued on Page 10



 Press from Our Leaders
Press from the President

by Marcy Frank, Co-President

 Are you okay? It’s a 
question many of us ask our-
selves, our friends and fam-
ily so much more often today 
than we have before.
 It’s always good to have 
someone to talk to. I want to 
remind you of some ways we 
at Temple Beth Torah are try-
ing to reach out to see how 
everyone is doing.

 We recently rolled out Table Talk with Carolyn 
Newman. Because of her background as a certified 
school psychologist, Carolyn leads a monthly meet-
ing focused on sharing news about family and friends, 
frustrations or worries in a safe space. I spoke with 
Carolyn recently and she said the small, engaged 
group is sharing quite a bit and the content is relevant 
to everyone. Carolyn says she feels good after the 
meetings and that participants do, too. Table Talk’s 
next meeting is on Tuesday, February 15 at 7 p.m.
 Michele Lippman is running the You’ve Got a Tem-
ple Friend program, which is a group of volunteers who 
help other members with errands, friendly phone calls 
and visits from vaccinated volunteers and post-Shiva 
and bereavement support. They would love to help 
more people. Michele says the group recently helped 
one person with food and shopping deliveries. It’s not 
easy for people to ask for help. Often the requests for 
Temple Friends come from another congregant who 
shares that someone needs help. If you need help or 
know someone who can use a Temple Friend, please 
contact Michele, Rabbi Dermer or Cantor Chesler.
 I was so pleased, too, to join Rabbi Dermer’s new 
Jewish mediation group. Who doesn’t need 30 min-
utes of calm and mindfulness on their lunch break? 
In the first session, we discussed finding the light of 
resilience within ourselves to fight the darkness of the 
world. We were instructed to relax our thoughts for 
a few moments, breathe out the worry and breathe 
in the strength and courage our people have had for 
thousands of years. This group meets at noon every 
Thursday afternoon.
 For families, our Board of Education and clergy 
are hard at work planning to deliver a special gift to 
families with school-aged children for Tu’Bishvat. 

Religious School Update
by Adele Lalo, Educator

 It has been another productive month for the Hay 
and Vav class. Since our last update, we have contin-
ued our Hebrew reading practice in class and, more 
importantly, I have noticed reading improvements for 
many students. I believe this is due to a combination of 
factors, including but not limited to practicing in class, 
working on assigned reading homeworks, and being 
involved with the Monday reading tutorials. We have 
also been working on our second designated prayer 
goal, namely Ki Mitziyon and Lecha Adonai. I am also 
glad to report that several of our students have re-
ceived reading credit for one or both of our first two 
prayer goals. I look forward to continuing to help our 
students strengthen and hone their Hebrew reading 
skills, and G-d willing, after the new year we will move 
onto the all important Torah blessings.
 With regard to our weekly Torah portion review, 
over the last several weeks we have discussed 
Mikeitz, Vayigash, Vayechi, and Shemot. Throughout 
these Torah portions, our students learned about the 
famous reunion between Joseph and his brothers who 
had sold him into slavery many years earlier. We fo-
cused on Joseph’s character and how he approached 
the brothers who betrayed him. Instead of treating his 
brothers terribly, he demonstrated patience and the 
openness and willingness to allow them to demon-
strate, in their own time, the changes they have under-
gone for the better. Our class learned that even when 
dealing with those who have wronged us, we must do 
our best to forgive and allow them to approach us with 
their renewed understanding and awareness. 
 We also learned through Judah‘s actions and will-
ingness to take responsibility for his younger brother, 
Benjamin, that one should approach and speak with 
others with gentle tones – not harsh ones, as this is 
more productive and more likely to persuade others, 
just as Judah did with his brother, Joseph. In Shemot, 
we are introduced to the very humble and important 
character of Moses, and we quickly learned that he is 
a person who is very motivated to pursue justice and 
correct injustices that he encounters. We learn that 
we must always strive to help those who cannot help 
themselves and seek ways to achieve more fairness 
and justice in this world.
 During our monthly journey of Jewish values, we 
highlighted the value of Emet (translated as truth). 

Continued on Page 5Continued on Page 10



 Around the Congregation

How did you meet? 
 Sharon was born a Jersey Girl, raised in Asbury 

Park until her mother remar-
ried and moved to the East 
Flatbush section of Brook-
lyn. Sharon attended Tilden 
High School and Brooklyn 
College’s Nursing program. 
Her clinical training was 
at Kings County Hospital, 
where they cared for those 
who could not afford a pri-

vate hospital. All emergencies were brought there, 
very eye-opening for a 17-year-old Jewish girl. (She 
survived and became an RN.) 
 I grew up in Brooklyn’s Crown Heights section, at-
tended Erasmus Hall High School, and went on to City 
University’s Electronics pre-engineering program. 
 The chance of us meeting was probably slim to 
none. If you ask Sharon, she will tell you that she 
picked me up in a hospital. But we did meet by chance 
as we wound up visiting the same person in a hospi-
tal. To make a long story short, we will celebrate our 
61st anniversary in January. 

What made you get involved in synagogue life? 
 Joining a synagogue was not second nature for 
us. Sharon’s grandparents emigrated from the Pol-
ish/Russia area and settled in Asbury Park where her 
grandfather opened a shoe repair shop. His back-
ground making boots for Cossacks gave him the skills 
that made him successful. They were culturally very 
Jewish and active in Workman’s Circle. Their children 
attended Workman’s Circle schools.  
 My family was very interesting. My father’s fam-
ily was involved with the local synagogue where each 
year they attended high holy day services. My moth-
er’s side was much different, and my uncle once de-
scribed himself as being descended from anarchists 
and socialists. They were active in ILGWU and the 
Workman’s Circle. Synagogue was not part of their 
life. It should not come as a surprise, that in the early 
years of our marriage, we were not interested in join-
ing a synagogue. However, Sharon did join ORT for 
social reasons. 

What changed? 
 We believe it was the influence of our wonderful 
Jewish next-door neighbors that inspired our daughter, 
Cathy, to ask us if she could attend Hebrew School. 

Temple Beth Torah Spotlight: Sharon and Barry Shorten

We were as close to them as if they were part of our 
family and made sure that our children knew what 
it meant to be Jewish. Because of them, we joined 
Congregation Beth-El in Massapequa. Sharon joined 
Sisterhood, made friends, and eventually became 
President. She became involved with the Eastern 
Long Island Branch of Women’s League for Conser-
vative Judaism and held many positions on the Board 
of ELIB. In 2008, Women’s League decided to merge 
all their existing branches, and Sharon was chosen 
to be the first President of the Brooklyn/Queens/Long 
Island Region. The job of building a region compris-
ing 68 individual Sisterhoods with the most amazing 
and dedicated Jewish women was challenging and 
rewarding. Her term lasted for three years, and she 
gained much from this experience. 
 Sharon made many friends along the way from 
all over the USA, Canada, and Israel, and attended 
national conventions and Board meetings where she 
studied with prominent Rabbis and educators. 
 She remains active with the BQLI region as the 
Sisterhood Support Director, a function she created 
when her term of President ended. 

Barry’s Path 
 While Sharon was involving herself, Barry hid from 
the Temple until his father passed away. Following his 
passing, I followed my father’s practice and attended 
morning and evening minyans for 11 months where 
I made friends. Since joining the Temple, my career 
path changed to recruiting and placement of engi-
neering professionals. When the Temple engaged 
a new Rabbi, one of my minyan friends asked: “as 
a placement professional, what do you think of our 
selection?” I told them it would not be proper for me 
to comment on their choice and offered them the fol-
lowing advice: as someone who interviews people all 
the time, my practice is to look the candidate in the 
eye, ask questions and then listen carefully. Finally, 
I would ask myself if I would buy a used car from the 
candidate. A year later, I was asked to be part of a new 
Rabbinic Search Committee. 
 That was the beginning of my involvement, which 
included serving in just about every position in Con-
gregation Beth-El, including the presidency. 

What was next? 
 It was no secret that the Jewish population of 

Continued on Page 6



 Around the Congregation

School (Continued from Page 3)

Our class learned about the importance of always 
striving to tell the truth in the majority of situations, but 
also that there are some situations where it is not only 
permissible, but advisable, to stray from the truth a 
bit to prevent embarrassment or harm to others. Also, 
the class appreciated the most common reasons that 
individuals lie, such as to make oneself look better or 
avoid embarrassment, as well as the strategies that 
can utilized to help one tell the truth regarding a partic-
ular situation. These tips can include using humor and 
admitting that no one is perfect, in addition to imagin-
ing what it would be like to be on the receiving end of 
a lie. We look forward to learning about more Jewish 
values in the coming weeks.
 Finally, during our journey of Jewish history stud-
ies, our class learned about the arrival of Eastern 
European immigrants at Ellis Island in 1892. They 
also learned that the US Jewish population reached 
3 million by 1914, and that, at that time, it was the 
largest Jewish community in the world outside of Rus-
sia. They also appreciated learning about the harsh 
economic conditions Jews faced when arriving in New 
York City – particularly the long working hours in cloth-
ing factories and the cramped tenement houses that 
many lived in on the Lower East Side of Manhattan. 
In fact, about 80% of Jews between 1881 and 1914 
ended up in the US, mostly in New York City. That 
said, the class also appreciated that Eastern Euro-
pean Jews also settled in Western Europe, Canada, 
Argentina, South Africa, Australia, and Israel.
 All in all, the first half of the school year has been 
amazing, fun and highly productive, and we look for-
ward to continuing that streak in the coming weeks 
and months!

Our condolences to Jessie Epner on 
the  passing of her partner Ron Zinn, father of                            
Jennifer and Lesley.

Our condolences to the Brensilber family on 
the passing of Faith Brensilber.

Our condolences to the Misthal family on the 
passing of Henia Szkolnik, beloved mother of 
Toby Misthal and mother-in-law of Robert.

Rabbi (Continued from Page 2)

minder that there is a God above us, that we should 
strive to stay humble in our day to day interactions. 
What we wear, how we accessorize Jewishly, has a 
huge impact on how we see ourselves and how we 
relate to the tradition we care so much about. 
 Reason #3 – Super Bowl Sunday, like any good 
Jewish day, is a celebration filled with delicious 
food. Even those who don’t care about the game at all 
still have plenty to enjoy at a Super Bowl party – from 
subs to chips, BBQ, buffalo wild wings, sodas, cakes, 
and adult beverages – it’s almost like the game itself 
is secondary. In Jewish life and in particular on Jewish 
holidays, food, friendship, and enjoyment are essen-
tial to the way we experience holiness. Of course, I’m 
not saying that Judaism is just one big party, but it’s 
important to remember that the Seudah, the festive 
meal, is in many ways a focal point, a defining mo-
ment, of the Jewish experience as well. 
 For all of these reasons and so many more, I hope 
you will join us in our Temple Beth Torah sanctuary on 
the Shabbat of February 11-13 to get ready spiritually 
for the biggest game of the year! Wear your favorite 
jersey or team colors to services, enjoy special sports 
themed sermons, and of course, there will be an in-
credible grab-and-go hot wing Kiddush!
 See you there!
 Rabbi Dermer



 Around the Congregation
Temple Beth Torah Spotlight: Sharon and Barry Shorten (Continued from Page 4)

Massapequa and nearby communities was in a rapid 
decline. At the suggestion of our Rabbi, we formed the 
Southeast Nassau Synagogue Enterprise (SENSE), 
with me as its President. The organization included 
most of the synagogues on the south shore from Bell-
more to Amityville. The mission was to discuss com-
mon problems and to create a perception of a vibrant 
Jewish Community to attract members to our syna-
gogues. SENSE had several successful events catch-
ing the attention of my friend Gary Krupp, the founder 
of the Pave the Way Foundation. (Gary is one of a 
very few Jews in history to be chosen as Knight of 
St Gregory by the Catholic Church.) The foundation’s 
mission is to help improve relationships between 
Catholics and Jews and Israel and the Vatican. 
 SENSE and Pave the Way developed a major 
conference which was attended by prominent rabbis, 
Israeli Officials, Catholic Bishops, and Vatican officials 

held at Suburban Tem-
ple in Wantagh. The 
Vatican took note of 
this event and became 
open to results from the 
event including the re-
starting of direct nego-

tiations between the Vatican and Israel. Following the 
event, Gary Krupp arranged a Private Audience with 
Pope John Paul for a group of Jewish people (includ-
ing Sharon and Barry) where the pope thanked us for 
helping to improve relations between Catholics and 
Jews and Israel and the Vatican. 

Why did we join Temple Beth Torah? 
 With the demographic trend on the south shore in 
rapid decline, we concluded that it was time to move 
from Massapequa to Plainview and search for a syna-
gogue that would be a fit for us. Our first stop was 
at Manetto Hill Jewish Center. We were attracted by 
a dynamic and spiritual Rabbi who was entering his 
first year of a brief tenure. Following his departure, 
we found the temple no longer met our needs. In dis-
cussions with our friends (Alice and Irwin Scharf) we 
compiled a list of possibilities. We desired to find a 
synagogue with a history of long-term stable relation-
ships with their clergy, traditional egalitarian services, 
and a progressive outlook. 
 We had come to know Cantor Chesler from her 
past engagement as a High Holy Day Cantor at Ma-
netto Hill. We reached out and received a warm re-
ception that influenced us in making our decision to 

join. In addition, a friend of ours who attends Merrick 
Jewish Center strongly recommended Rabbi Dermer. 
Another friend who has been a member of Temple 
Beth Torah for many years was also an influence on 
our decision. She reinforced what people were telling 
us. Temple Beth Torah is a very welcoming and friend-
ly temple and has an impressive record of congregant 
retention. These are traits that are important to us. 

Our Family 
 We are so proud of our children and their fami-
lies. Our daughters, Cathy and Jaime, are active in 
Conservative synagogues. Cathy and her husband, 
David, are members of Emerson Jewish Center in 
New Jersey. They have two daughters, Sarah and 
Molli. Sarah will graduate from American University 
this coming May. Molli is a freshman at West Chester 
University – Wells School of Music, majoring in mu-
sic therapy, an interest she inherited from Sharon’s 
mother who was a concert pianist. 
 Jaime and Ben reside in Syosset and are mem-
bers of Midway Jewish Center, where Jaime is the 
Choir Director. They also have two daughters, Sydney 
and Michaela. Both girls attend Syosset schools. 

Other Interests 
 Travel has been important to us since the begin-
ning of our married life. Early on in my work life, we 
traveled together to some exotic places including To-
peka, Kansas, Spokane, Washington, and Plattsburg, 
New York. As our children grew, we expanded our ho-
rizons to the Caribbean and Central America Europe. 

Before the world closed, 
we went to Australia, New 
Zealand, Hong Kong, and 
Japan. Our favorite vacation 
was the time we spent in a 

villa in Tuscany. Like everyone else, we hope the time 
will come soon that we can travel again. 

What are we doing now? 
 Sharon remains active in her work with ELIB and 
Women’s League, keeping her in contact with Sister-
hoods in Brooklyn, Queens, and Long Island.  
 Since retiring from business, I continue my inter-
est in regional workforce and economic development 
by serving on the boards of several not-for-profit orga-
nizations, including the Long Island Forum for Tech-
nology (Chairman), the Lend a Hand Project, and The 
Institute for Workforce Development.



 Recent Events

 The (secular) new year is the perfect time to jump into Jewish life at Temple Beth Torah! Whether 
you’ve joined us for services and events recently, or you’re looking for something new to keep your Jew-
ish spark burning bright into 2022, we cant wait to spend the year celebrating, learning, and connecting, 
with you and your families. Our programs allow for traditional study, guest speakers, concerts, movies 
and more. We truly have something for everyone as we start this new year!
 On Friday, December 31 and Saturday January 1, we celebrated the new year with Rabbi in Resi-
dence Jonathon Adler. Soon-to-be Rabbi Adler joined Rabbi Dermer in conducting special musical ser-
vices filled with teaching and Ruach. Then, in partnership with JOIN Israel, Temple Beth Torah was proud 
to present an exclusive film screening of Upheaval: The Journey of Menachem Begin on Sunday, January 
9. Following the film, Rabbi Dermer moderated a Q&A session with Dr. Avi Shilon, NYU professor and 
author of numerous books on Begin’s life, as well as the producer of the film, Rachel Greenberg, and 
Executive Producer Philip Rosen.
 On Friday, January 14, we celebrated Shabbat Shira (“The Sabbath of Song”) and on Sunday, Janu-

ary 16, we hosted a virtual Tu’Bishvat Seder. Together, we tasted 
exotic fruits and shared cups of wine, laughter, and song, as we 
celebrated all the blessings that the natural world offers us. In 
honor of the holiday, each Hebrew School family received a spe-
cial gift bag, including parsley seeds to begin planting now so 
that they may enjoy fresh parsley come Pesach.

 Last but not least, we are thrilled to announce a new learning series at Temple Beth Torah: Sunday 
Morning Nosh and Derash – a bagel brunch and Torah learning on a range of intriguing subjects follow-
ing minyan. The first session was held on Sunday, January 23 and was led by Cantor Chesler as she 
explored the topic of Kol Isha (a woman’s voice) and whether it is a source of spirituality or a source of 
seduction. The second session will be held on Sunday, January 30 and will be led by special guest Rabbi 
Stephen Karol, Rabbi Emeritus of Temple Israel, Stony Brook. The topic will be embracing the supernatu-
ral in Judaism, including signs from our deceased loved ones and stories about the world-to-come.

Follow Temple Beth Torah on Facebook to see additional pictures.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

6

13

20

27

7

14

21

28

1

8

15

22

2

9

16

23

Super Bowl
Shabbat

Morning Minyan,
9:00 a.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Morning Minyan,
9:00 a.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Morning Minyan,
9:00 a.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Cantor’s Trope Class
1:00 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Cantor’s Trope Class
1:00 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Cantor’s Trope Class
1:00 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Cantor’s Trope Class
1:00 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Rabbi’s Class,
7:30 p.m.

Minyan, 8:30 p.m.
Executive Board

Meeting, 9:00 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Rabbi’s Class,
7:30 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Rabbi’s Class,
7:30 p.m.

Minyan, 8:30 p.m.
Board of Trustees 
Meeting, 9:00 p.m.

Rabbi’s Class,
7:30 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Rosh 
Chodesh 
Adar I

Rosh 
Chodesh 
Adar I

No School No School No School

No School

Morning Minyan,
9:00 a.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.



 Upcoming Events for February 2022

Upcoming
Event

Spotlight

Our leadership 
and clergy have 

been working
 tirelessly to

 craft experiences
which will be 

inspirational, 
meaningful, and, 

most importantly, 
safe for all those 

involved.

The nature of the 
pandemic is such 
that the world we 
live in is fluid and 
changing rapidly. 

While we are 
confident in the 

plans we have 
adopted for now, 
we will continue
 to monitor the 

situation closely 
and update you

 often in the
 weeks ahead.

We value our 
members and 
your opinions. 

Don’t hesitate to 
reach out to our 

office, our 
co-presidents

 and/or our 
clergy with any 

questions or 
concerns.

Thursday Friday Saturday

3

10

17

24

4

11

18

25

5

12

19

26

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Candle Lighting,
5:24 p.m.

Shabbat Services, 
6:30 p.m.

Shabbat Services,
9:45 a.m.

Minha Services,
5:25 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Candle Lighting,
5:16 p.m.

Shabbat Services, 
6:00 p.m.

Shabbat Services,
9:45 a.m.

Minha Services,
5:15 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Super Bowl
Shabbat

Candle Lighting,
5:08 p.m.

Shabbat Services, 
6:30 p.m.

Super Bowl
Shabbat

Shabbat Services,
9:45 a.m.

Minha Services,
5:10 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Candle Lighting,
4:59 p.m.

Shabbat Services, 
6:30 p.m.

Shabbat Services,
9:45 a.m.

Minha Services,
5:00 p.m.

No School No School Shabbat
Shekalim



 Upcoming Events
Temple Beth Torah’s Book Club Picks 

2021-2022

Cantor (Continued from Page 2)

congregation starts singing along.  
 What does Bar or Bat Mitzvah have to do with 
becoming a Ba’alei Tefilah? Simply stated, if a 12- or 
13-year-old person can successfully lead the com-
munity in prayer, so can you! What is required and 
essential to lead services are: 1) a pleasant (but not 
necessarily glorious) voice, 2) good knowledge of the 
Hebrew text within each prayer, 3) a sense of the pac-
ing or timing of davening, 4) an ability to welcome the 
community into congregational unison singing, and 5) 
the choreography of davening (bowing, standing and 
sitting, raising up on one’s toes, and so on).
 If you are interested in finding out more about be-
coming a Ba’al Tefilah, I encourage you to contact me. 
We each have the potential to inspire the community. 
What are you waiting for?

President (Continued from Page 3)

Thank you for sharing all of your children with us. It’s 
an honor to teach them this year.
 We continue to do as much as we can to make you 
all feel engaged and supported during this challenging 
time. 
 I hear lots of stores of congregants helping one an-
other. Every day we have opportunities to help others 
and these mitzvot are always so meaningful. People 
often remember when someone is kind to them when 
it seems like no one cares. 
 We don’t need recognition, but I want to thank all 
of you for the kind words you are sharing and the great 
advice you are giving to others in our community on a 
regular basis.
 It’s been wonderful that each and every Shabbat, 
people sponsor our celebrations in honor of wonderful 
simchas.
 We look forward to all of the joyous moments that 
2022 will bring.
 Please keep in touch!

March Book Club Pick: 
The Book of V, by Anna Solomon
Tuesday, March 15 at 7 p.m.

May Book Club Pick: 
Rebbe: The Life and Teachings of Menachem M. 
Schneerson, the Most Influential Rabbi in Modern His-
tory, by Joseph Telushkin
Sunday, May 15 at 10 a.m.
Rabbi Dermer will lead us in this discussion.

You’ve Got a Temple Friend

 Temple Beth Torah is more than just a Temple; we 
are a religious family who cares about each other. You 
may not realize, but we have a group of volunteers, in 
addition to our clergy, who take time to assist Temple 
members in need. Whether it’s a friendly phone call 
or an act of service like picking up a prescription – at 
Temple Beth Torah, we are there for each other.
 Our group of volunteers, the Temple Friends, is 
ready and excited to perform acts of kindness and ser-
vice for our community – but they need new members 
to keep this vital work alive into the winter! As we go 
into the colder months, we know how vitally important 
it is for us to come together as a caring community.
 The Temple Friends are here to help should you 
or a loved one need friendly phone calls, assistance 
with light shopping, friendly visits from fully vaccinated 
volunteers, prescription pick up, kosher snacks and 
homemade treats delivered, post-Shiva and bereave-
ment support, and more. 
 We know you’re busy, so we want to remind you 
that the commitment for this group is whatever works 
with your schedule. If you are able to help, even just 
once a month, that single act of kindness will certainly 
make a difference in the life of someone else in our 
community.
 Alternatively, if you are struggling, or know some-
one who is, we want to hear from you as well, so that 
we can better support you. Please know that all in-
formation shared is confidential. To learn more about 
the Temple Friends Initiative, please contact Michele 
Lippman, Rabbi Dermer or Cantor Chesler. 

Table Talk at Temple Beth Torah

 Family, friends, frustrations, worries, stress, joys 
– let’s talk about it during Temple Beth Torah’s new 
program: Table Talk. Carolyn Newman is our facilitator 
during this monthly meeting, where congregants can 
share some of life’s ongoing challenges, large and 
small, in a safe, confidential, and supportive space.
Meetings are held on Tuesdays at 7 p.m. in the library. 
 Carolyn is a Certified School Psychologist. As the 
Counselor at a shelter, she worked with women and 
children, individually and in group settings. Following 
that, Carolyn worked at a college counseling younger 
and older students individually and in group sessions 
relating to crisis and ongoing life concerns.
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Support Temple Beth Torah

Make a Donation
Checks should be made out to the
“Temple Beth Torah Rabbi’s Fund”
and then a card “in memory of” or

“in honor of” will be distributed.

Make a Purchase at Amazon
Use the link below to purchase items at 
Amazon. When the link is used, Temple

Beth Torah earns a referral fee.
goo.gl/uEFcG8

We provide many opportunities to
remember a loved one or a special
occassion, or commemorate your

years at Temple Beth Torah.

Dedicate a Leaf on Our
Tree of Life or a Prayer Book

Contact the Temple Office

Buy a Brick
www.bricksrus.com/order/tbtli

or Contact the Temple Office

Temple Office: (516) 334-7979
www.templebethtorahli.org

www.facebook.com/templebethtorahli

Private Facebook Group for Members:
www.facebook.com/groups/

templebethtorah/

Schedule of Religious Services

Daily Services
Evening Minyans (Sun - Thurs), 8:30 p.m. 

Sunday Morning Services, 9:00 a.m.

Shabbat Services
Friday Evening, 6:30 p.m.

Saturday Morning, 9:45 a.m.
Saturday Minhah/Havdalah, Sundown

(same time as candle lighting)

Rabbi: Jack Dermer
rabbi@templebethtorahli.org

Cantor: Carol Chesler
cantor@templebethtorahli.org

Executive Board
Co-Presidents: Michael Cohen and Marcy Frank

president@templebethtorahli.org

Vice President of Education: David Damon
education@templebethtorahli.org

Vice President of Fundraising: Ellen Unger
fundraising@templebethtorahli.org

Vice President of Membership: Gillian Grishman
membership@templebethtorahli.org

Co-Vice Presidents of House and Buildings: 
Ed Katzin and Ken Weiss

buildings@templebethtorahli.org
security@templebethtorahli.org

Vice President of Publicity: Michael Glickman
press@templebethtorahli.org

Vice President of Ritual: Rich Rothstein
ritual@templebethtorahli.org

Treasurer: Neal Guber
treasurer@templebethtorahli.org

Secretary: Allison Rothstein
secretary@templebethtorahli.org

Past President: Randi Lesnick
pastpresident@templebethtorahli.org

President’s Council: Andrew Marshall
prescouncil@templebethtorahli.org

Co-Financial Secretary: 
Robin Rothstein and Art Pesner
finsec@templebethtorahli.org

Co-Sisterhood Presidents: 
Randie Mishan and Linda Guber

sisterhood@templebethtorahli.org

Co-Men’s Club Presidents: 
Robert Shapiro and Ivan Ziegler
mensclub@templebethtorahli.org

Temple Beth Torah Clergy and
Executive Board Contact Information
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Computer Upgrade • Repair

Virus Removal • PC Cleanup

Optimization • Installation

At Home Service • & More

Aron Newman
8 Locust Ave

E Farmingdale, NY 11735

www.gigabyteny.com

Digital Strategy • Hosting

Web Development • SEO

Social Media • eCommerce

Email Marketing • Analytics

Serving all your technology needs

Digital and Internet Services

 Computer and Network Services

 

87 Engineers Drive Hicksville New York (516) 822-4566 

www.popkinelectric.com—Like us on Facebook! 

SERVICING LONG ISLANDS HOMEOWNERS, BUSINESSES,  

AND NON-PROFITS 

INNOVATION · CRAFTSMANSHIP · INTEGRITY 

ANDREW POPKIN - LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

5% Temple Member Discount 
 

The Temple Beth Torah Times’
advertisers help support the
production of our newsletter.

Please support those that
support us and thank them

with your patronage. 

For information on advertising
in this section, please call

the Temple office.



10% discount for 
Temple Beth Torah 

membersDiscount for members of 
Temple Beth Torah
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At Gurwin, our philosophy is simple: 
If this were your mother, what would you do?

THE GURWIN FAMILY OF HEALTHCARE SERVICES: Long-term Care • Short-term Rehabilitation 
Ventilator/Respiratory Care • Advanced Care • Memory Care • Palliative & Hospice Care • Adult Day Programs
Home Care • On-site Dialysis & Infusion Therapy • Assisted Living • Proposed Independent Living Community

FAMILY OF HEALTHCARE SERVICES

gurwin.org  
631.715.2000 • Commack, NY
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