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Congregants gathered for Latkes, Vodkas and Laughs and celebrated 
the miracle of being together on December 2 with gourmet latkes, 

Chanukah-themed vodka cocktails and the comedy stylings of Bob Alper



 Off the Bimah

 It’s New Year’s Eve. I 
have so many memories of 
standing alongside family 
members and close friends, 
glasses in hand. We’re wear-
ing those ridiculous looking 
glittery hats with the year 
strapped to our heads. On the 
television is the iconic New 
Year’s Eve ball glistening 
in the moonlight and a shot 

of thousands of people huddled together in Times 
Square, looking extremely cold, but more excited than 
they’ve ever been. Before we know it, the countdown 
begins. 10, 9, 8, 7, 6... the ball drops a little lower… 5, 
4, 3, 2, 1…and… Happy new year! 
 Cheers and hugs as Auld Lang Syne erupts into 
the background. But as everyone is celebrating, I can’t 
help but think to myself for just a moment: Now what? 
All that suspense, that great countdown, and what are 
we left with? 
 As much as I love a good New Year’s party, it 
makes sense to me, from a Jewish perspective, why 
I always feel a little unsatisfied after the epic count-
down. 
 It’s because, in the Jewish tradition: We don’t 
have countdowns, we have count-ups. 
 Our Sages teach us to live by the phrase Maalin 
B’Kodesh, ascend in holiness. We are asked as Jews 
to imagine the possibilities of what can be, to count 
up, and strive toward greater heights with each pass-
ing day. By focusing on counting up, rather than down, 
when we come to a moment of transition like a new 
secular year, we can dwell in the space of how much 
we have gained, rather than how much we have lost. 
We can be grateful for what is to come, rather than 
become trapped in disappointment around what has 
just passed us by. 
 I love the fact that our secular new year comes 
just a few months after our Jewish new year, Rosh 
Hashanah. One Rabbi could often be heard joking, 
“January 1st is the perfect opportunity for us Jews to 
think about all the resolutions we haven’t kept, since 
we first made them in September.” Funny, but per-
haps we choose a different course this year. Instead, 
perhaps we allow this secular year, with all of its com-

Trees, Trees...
by Cantor Carol Chesler

 I used to sing a chil-
dren’s song that went like this:
“You may look out and see 
snow / but there’s something 
you should know / even when 
that snow is falling / there’s 
a place where a robin’s call-
ing / calling joyfully from atop 
an almond tree / that in Yis-
rael it’s time for Tu Bishvat . 
. . So, give up that overcoat 

and think of those Ilanot (trees) / that are blooming far 
away on Tu Bishvat. . . Happy New Year to the trees 
on Tu Bishvat!” 
 It does seem odd that as we are in the deepest 
months of winter, shoveling snow and salting our 
driveways, almond trees are blooming in the sh’feila, 
the lower lands just east of Tel Aviv. Tu Bishvat (the 
new year or birthday of the trees) is a holiday of very 
little significance on the Jewish calendar. It has no 
prohibitions or restrictions, like other Yom Tov obser-
vances like Passover or Rosh Hashana.  It has no lit-
urgy or special prayers added to the service, not even 
an extra Psalm. We don’t recite Hallel or read Torah 
on Tu Bishvat. 
 So, what do we do? As with other minor holidays, 
we create something to mark the day. A new tradition 
of conducting a Tu Bishvat seder has arisen, complete 
with four cups of wine or juice and the enjoyment of 
various foods, including produce and nuts that grow 
in Israel, like olives, dates, figs, etc. We sing songs 
about the trees, their beauty, all they give us, and their 
importance in our world. 
 The holiday has gained significance these past 
several years because of global warming, climate 
change, and our awareness of the environment and 
the need to protect it. Tu Bishvat is what some call 
the Jewish Arbor Day. Perhaps this holiday resonates 
with us more strongly as it is always observed in the 
darkest and coldest days of winter, when we are hard-
ly outside enjoying nature (unless we ski, ice skate, go 
sledding, or simply spend hours shoveling away the 
snow!). I remember Tu Bishvat observance as a child 
consisted of getting cardboard coin holders from JNF 
(Jewish National Fund) and filling them up with $2.50 
worth of quarters to buy and plant a tree in Israel, and 

New Year... New You?
by Rabbi Jack Dermer

Continued on Page 5 Continued on Page 10



 Press from Our Leaders
Press from the President

by Michael Cohen, Co-President

 On this, the begin-
ning of my sixth month as 
co-president of Temple Beth 
Torah, my head swims with 
both the accomplishments of 
the recent past and the mul-
tiple issues to be resolved in 
the future. I must confess that 
the thought of representing 
some 240 families was quite 
intimidating. Continuing to be 

a diplomat and handle the many diverse issues in-
volved with temple life, while constantly maintaining 
our well earned haimish reputation was a balancing 
act of large proportion. 
 Fortunately, heaven sent me an angel. Rabbi 
Dermer, much like an eveready bunny, has been full 
speed ahead in making the multiple holidays – starting 
with Rosh Hashanah right on through Simchat Torah – 
as meaningful and enjoyable as possible. While open-
ing the building for live events was important, safety of 
our clergy and members was most crucial. We have 
continued to offer Zoom access to most live events, 
so that whatever your comfort level regarding the pan-
demic, all members can have a full opportunity to be 
engaged at all times. Beyond that, Rabbi Dermer has 
successfully created fun and enjoyable programs like 
a blessing and naming of pets, Mimosa Minyans, and 
his latest outing called Latkes, Vodkas, and Laughs, 
which attracted some seventy congregants who really 
enjoyed the food, the drinks, and the comedy styling 
of Rabbi Bob Alper. 
 In addition to the creative side, the Rabbi constant-
ly impresses me with his outreach and his attempts to 
get to know each and every member on an individual 
basis. Our new spiritual leader is quite social and nev-
er passes up the chance to meet congregants over 
coffee, whether to answer your questions or hear from 
congregants with new ideas to broaden the scope of 
Temple Beth Torah’s impact on our members. 
 Least anyone accuse me of being a shill for the 
Rabbi, I must also mention how grateful I am for the 
voices of both our Executive Board and Board of Trust-
ees, who meet monthly to tackle any and all kinds of 
issues, allowing our temple to move seamlessly from 
event to event and holiday to holiday. For everyone’s 

Religious School Update
by Adele Lalo, Educator

 While the past month has been somewhat shorter 
than usual at Temple Beth Torah, our Hay and Vav 
students have continued to show up enthusiastically – 
ready, willing and able to learn as well as strengthen 
their Hebrew reading skills. I believe strongly that our 
bright students understand the precious nature of time 
and its limits, and, therefore, want to maximize time 
spent learning and bettering themselves academi-
cally. With regard to reading, there are improvements 
with all students, but after careful consideration and 
assessment, I have decided to focus on raising our 
students’ reading levels, generally, through the use of 
reading homeworks, games, in-class practice and re-
view, and reading through specific prayers and bless-
ings designated for this grade level. 
 This is in contrast to having a specified number 
of prayer goals in advance. I believe this will alleviate 
pressure on some students, while also being a more 
practical approach, given the wide range in reading 
levels this year and the larger number of students. 
That said, any students who do attain credit for read-
ing through select important prayer goals will get the 
credit they deserve.
 We have also continued our journey of reviewing 
the weekly Torah portions, and over the past month 
we have learned about Toldot, Vayeitzei, and Vayish-
lach. In Toldot, the class learned from Esau’s actions 
that instant gratification can have devastating results, 
and it is much wiser to cultivate patience. Also, the 
class appreciated that monitoring sibling rivalry is 
important so that the relationships between siblings 
and between children and their parents can grow 
and thrive in a healthy environment. In Vayeitzei, we 
learned that dishonesty and cheating should never be 
tolerated and instead be confronted head-on, while 
in Vayishlach, our students understood that one can-
not rely on prayers and G-d’s help alone. Rather, we 
must do our best to prepare for possible negative out-
comes, and put in effort to change circumstances for 
the better, just as Jacob did in his dealings and recon-
ciliation with his brother Esau.
 We also spent a fair amount of time reviewing 
Kristallnacht – Night of Broken Glass – and how it in-
formally marked the beginning of the Holocaust. The 
class learned about the precipitating event which trig-
gered Kristallnacht, namely, the assassination of the 

Continued on Page 10Continued on Page 10



 Around the Congregation

Tell us about yourself and your family.
 I (Irwin) was born in the Bronx, attended De Witt 
Clinton High School and then graduated from Cornell 

University, where I ma-
jored in Zoology. I was 
preparing to enter Med 
School in the fall, but 
my father passed away 
three weeks after my 
graduation and with a 
younger brother in high 
school, my career path 
changed to becoming 
the head of the family 
manufacturing business 
which made fraternal 

and emblematic jewelry. My brother came into the 
business some five years later and we expanded and 
operated it for 49 years before selling it.
 Driving in to work every day during that first year, 
I also drove a neighbor who worked for a firm near 
our business. After a few months, she gave me the 
name of a young woman living in Brooklyn, a daughter 
of a family friend who she knew for many years and 
thought we would be a good match. Fifteen months 
later, Alice and I were married at Kingsway Jewish 
Center in Brooklyn.
 Alice was entering her senior year at Brooklyn 
College, an Early Childhood Education major when 
we married, and the traditional graduation robe she 
wore a year later covered the outline of our daughter, 
Susan, who was born four months later.
 We are blessed with three children: Susan, who 
is General Counsel for a large medical group, David, 
a Periodontist practicing in Babylon, and Andrew who 
is a self-employed Launch Project Manager in the 
pharmaceutical industry. We are also extremely proud 
of our five grandchildren, the youngest of whom will 
graduate from college this spring.
 Over the years, I have played an active role in a 
variety of volunteer organizations. I was a founder and 
for many years the Committee Chairman of Boy Scout 
Troop 46 in Massapequa. I was active in several fra-
ternal organizations, becoming a leader in some – 
among them Master of a Masonic Lodge, President 
of a Masonic District and eventually becoming a Ma-
sonic Grand Lodge officer.
 Keeping up my connection with Cornell, I was 
Treasurer of the Cornell Club of Long Island for five 

Temple Beth Torah Spotlight: Irwin and Alice Scharf

years and then my focus changed as I became in-
volved in synagogue governance.
 As a member of Congregation Beth El in Mass-
apequa, I served several terms as a Vice President 
and then became President from 1995-1997. After 
concluding my term there, I became a Board mem-
ber of the Metropolitan New York Region of the United 
Synagogue of Conservative Judaism (METNY), then 
held several Executive Board positions, and was its 
President from 2006-2008.
 In addition, from 2005-2014, I was National Chair 
of Direct Mail Marketing for United Synagogue. I was 
also selected as the United Synagogue representative 
on the UJA-Federation of New York Synergy Commit-
tee in 2013 for a three year term.
 My most recent volunteer involvement has been 
as an instructor in the Citizenship Program of Literacy 
Nassau. In this program, I teach classes about how 
our government works and I prepare applicants for the 
various parts of the INS interview to become Ameri-
can citizens. All of my students completed the process 
and are now citizens. It is extremely rewarding to help 
people achieve a a lifelong dream.

 Alice has also been a volunteer through the years. 
She served several terms as President of the Sister-
hood at Congregation Beth El and was a member of 
the Congregation Board for ten years. She enjoys 
reading, canasta, and is an avid knitter – a go-to per-
son when friends and neighbors have problems. She 
used her Early Childhood Education training for many 
years as a teacher in local nursery schools. Alice then 
changed careers and became Clerical Supervisor of a 
Nassau County Satellite Health Clinic until she retired.
 We both enjoy traveling and have been fortunate 



 Around the Congregation

Mazel tov to the Edelman family on the Bat 
Mitzvah of Alexandra Edelman, daughter of            
Stephen and Allyson, on November 27, 2021.

Mazel tov to Debbie and Harold Wander-
man on the birth of their twin grandchildren, Molly 
Eve and Lucas Asher to Scott and Alexan-
dra Wanderman.

Our condolences to the Alford family on the 
passing of Steven Alford, beloved brother and 
brother-in-law of Scott and Karen. He is survived 
by his wife Marjorie, daughters Emily and Re-
becca, granddaughter Leah, and sister Meryl.

Our condolences to the Hochman family on 
the passing of Yvette Schild, beloved mother and 
mother-in-law of Ellen and Richard Hochman.

to have visited and explored many countries around 
the world.

When did you join Temple Beth Torah? What drew 
you to our Temple?
 We joined Temple Beth Torah this past summer. 
We were interested in a congregation with traditional 
services, a young Rabbi with JTS training and a con-
temporary outlook on Judaism and the issues of soci-
ety. A financially stable congregation was also an im-
portant consideration for us. In addition, I knew Cantor 
Chester previously and looked forward to her back-
ground and talent adding to the services and other 
aspects of the synagogue experience.

Has anything surprised you about our Temple? 
Are you excited about anything in particular?
 We are pleasantly surprised by the numbers at-
tending Sabbath morning services in spite of the pan-
demic and the willingness of all those we meet to be 
inclusive and welcoming. We look forward to partici-
pating in the various social programs as they develop 
anew and we particularly enjoy the new discussion 
group of contemporary Jewish issues on Wednesday 
evenings led by Rabbi Dermer. Furthermore, we are 
impressed by the many congregants who can lead 
and participate in services.

What are your hobbies? What type of music do 
you listen to? What is your favorite book?
 Having just relocated to Plainview, my current 
hobby is unpacking cartons and searching for the 
things I need. Some years ago, I took an adult ed 
course in Haftarah trope and started chanting them. 
I thought it would be a challenge to do every one. As 
some are done more than once during the year, I re-
peated those on the proper occasions. It took me over 
15 years to do, and nine years ago I completed the 
cycle. Reading about what each of the the Prophets 
was saying and the times in which they were written 
became a by-product of the challenge.
 Alice and I enjoy a variety of music. As a former 
saxophone player in the Cornell marching band, I am 
still an avid Sousa fan. As our son-in-law is a com-
poser for the theater, we particularly enjoy listening to 
his compositions at performances and readings.
 I enjoy historical novels and non-fiction as well as 
books with a legal theme while Alice is an avid reader 
of a wide variety of books.

Spotlight (Continued from Page 4)

Rabbi (Continued from Page 2)

plications and uncertainty, to present an opportunity to 
count up. Let us, as a community and as individuals, 
strive to focus on the blessings yet to be experienced, 
and the goodness yet to be achieved. 
 Days come and go as we settle into a new year, 
and it’s easy to fall victim to those same character 
traits and habits we’ve sought to discard for so very 
long. But if Judaism is to have us believe in anything, 
it is the strength of our convictions to achieve what we 
once thought impossible, and the power of our free-
dom to take us where we want to go in life, at any age 
or any stage. I think often of the great Jewish writer 
Franz Kafka, who writes of the individual standing in 
front of a door that is assumed to be locked, without 
ever reaching over, lifting the handle, and realizing 
that the door was unlocked all along – that the only 
obstacle was his or her own self-doubt. 
 Before us is a door, a new year filled with pos-
sibility. May this secular new year inspire us in all the 
ways that we need to be inspired. With 5782 well un-
der way and 2022 just beginning, I share my belief in 
your power to count each day, and to truly make each 
day count.
 With good tidings, B’Sorot Tovot, for a happy and 
healthy secular new year for you and your families,
 Rabbi Dermer



 Recent Events

Follow Temple Beth Torah on Facebook to see additional pictures.

 Temple Beth Torah hosted another prosperous 
food drive with Rock Can Roll on Sunday, Novem-
ber 21, in the Temple parking lot. We would like to 
extend a yasher koach to Cantor Chesler and the 
committee for their help organizing these drives. 
 That evening, Rabbi Dermer and Cantor 
Chesler participated in an interfaith Thanksgiving 
service with many other synagogues, churches 
and mosques in our area. Prayers and words were 
spoken by all the faith leaders present, and non-
perishable food, personal care items, and house-
hold cleansers were collected and distributed lo-
cally to those in need.
 On Thanksgiving, November 25, congregants 
participated in a special morning minyan and start-
ed their day with a boost of Jewish spirituality.
 In addition, Temple Beth Torah held many 
special events for Chanukah this year. First, on 
Wednesday, December 1, Rabbi Dermer hosted 
a special one hour session named Miracles: What 
Are They and How Do We Notice Them? Dur-
ing this class, Rabbi Dermer taught us about the 
meaning of the miraculous in Jewish philosophy 
and led a discussion on how we might better notice 
the unseen miracles of our own lives.
 Then, on Thursday, December 2, congregants 
gathered for an event named Latkes, Vodkas, and 
Laughs and celebrated the miracle of being to-
gether with gourmet latkas and Chanukah-themed 

vodka cocktails. Congregants were then treated to 
the comedy stylings of Bob Alper, acclaimed au-
thor and Jewish stand-up icon who has performed 
at Temples and comedy clubs world over. Temple 
Beth Torah would like to wish a special yasher ko-
ach to Ellen Hochman and the fundraising commit-
tee for all of their hard work during this fun event. 
 On Saturday, December 4, we held a family-
friendly Chanukah celebration with an evening of 
singing, dreidel games and chocolate gelt. 
 On Sunday, December 5, there was a special 
morning minyan for Rosh Chodesh and Chanukah, 
featuring Torah readers from our Torah trop class 
and a bagel breakfast. Later that afternoon, Temple 
Beth Torah participated in a community-wide Cha-
nukah Celebration named United We Light Up the 
Night, in partnership with Long Island Conservative 
Synagogues and the Schechter School. All were 
invited to join this outdoor gathering with sufgani-
yot, hot cocoa, latkes, gelt, and a community-wide 
candle lighting.
 On Monday, December 6, Temple Beth Torah 
member and music connoisseur Ned Dorman gave 
us an inside look at musical and entertainment icon 
Barbra Streisand. Together, we learned about Bar-
bra’s creative process and history as a recording 
artist, actor, director, producer, songwriter, and per-
former. We also learned about the work UJA is do-
ing to help New Yorkers get back on their feet.
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 Upcoming Events for January 2022

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

2

9

16

23

3

10

17

24

4

11

18

25

5

12

19

26

Morning Minyan,
9:00 a.m.

Film Screening of 
Upheaval, 5 - 7p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Minyan, 9:00 a.m.
Food Drive,

10 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
Tu B’Shevat 

Celebration, 7 p.m.
Minyan, 8:30 p.m.

Minyan, 9:00 a.m.
Bagel Brunch and 

Learn Series,
10:30 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Minyan, 8:30 p.m.

Cantor’s Trope Class
1:00 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Cantor’s Trope Class
1:00 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Cantor’s Trope Class
1:00 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Cantor’s Trope Class
1:00 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Book Club,
7:00 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Rabbi’s Class,
7:30 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Executive Board
Meeting, 9:00 p.m.

Rabbi’s Class,
7:30 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Rabbi’s Class,
7:30 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Board of Trustees 
Meeting, 9:00 p.m.

Rabbi’s Class,
7:30 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

No School Rosh Chodesh 
Shevat

Tu B’Shevat
Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day

Morning Minyan,
9:00 a.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

30 31



 Upcoming Events for January 2022

Upcoming
Event

Spotlight

Our leadership 
and clergy have 

been working
 tirelessly to

 craft experiences
which will be 

inspirational, 
meaningful, and, 

most importantly, 
safe for all those 

involved.

The nature of the 
pandemic is such 
that the world we 
live in is fluid and 
changing rapidly. 

While we are 
confident in the 

plans we have 
adopted for now, 
we will continue
 to monitor the 

situation closely 
and update you

 often in the
 weeks ahead.

We value our 
members and 
your opinions. 

Don’t hesitate to 
reach out to our 

office, our 
co-presidents

 and/or our 
clergy with any 

questions or 
concerns.

Thursday Friday Saturday

6

13

20

27

7

14

21

28

1

8

15

22

29

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Candle Lighting,
4:50 p.m.

Shabbat Services, 
6:30 p.m.

Shabbat Services,
9:45 a.m.

Minha Services,
4:50 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Candle Lighting,
4:42 p.m.

Shabbat Services, 
6:30 p.m.

Shabbat Services,
9:45 a.m.

Minha Services,
4:40 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Candle Lighting,
4:34 p.m.

Shabbat Services, 
6:00 p.m.

Shir Appeal Concert,
6:30 - 8:00 p.m.

Shabbat Services,
9:45 a.m.

Minha Services,
4:35 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Candle Lighting,
4:26 p.m.

Shabbat Services, 
6:30 p.m.

Shabbat Services,
9:45 a.m.

Minha Services,
4:25 p.m.

Shabbat Services,
9:45 a.m.

Minha Services,
4:20 p.m.

New Year’s 
Day



 Upcoming Events
Temple Beth Torah’s Book Club Picks 

2021-2022
School (Continued from Page 3)

German Third Secretary Ernst Vom Rath at the Ger-
man Embassy in Paris on November 7, 1938. The 
class saw photos of the many Jewish businesses de-
stroyed, as well as the synagogues and Torah scrolls 
burned across Germany on the nights of November 9 
and 10, 1938. 
 Our class was lucky enough to hear Mrs. Marion 
Blumenthal Lazan, author of the book Four Perfect 
Pebbles recount her harrowing story of surviving the 
Holocaust. It was wonderful to see her again and have 
her warmth, uplifting spirit, and positivity grace the 
sanctuary at Temple Beth Torah. 
 In addition to Kristallnacht, our class began a re-
view of the Chanukah holiday, including the historical 
story of the Greek Assyrian king Antiochus who en-
acted many anti-Jewish laws, and sought to destroy 
Judaism and our way of life. We also reviewed the 
war between Antiochus and the Maccabees, and the 
eventual rededication of the second holy temple over 
2,000 years ago. Our class also enjoyed a fun Chanu-
kah music session with Cantor Chesler. We look for-
ward to continuing our review on modern Chanukah 
celebrations and customs in the coming weeks.
 Finally, we highlighted the Jewish value of Ometz 
Lev – translated as courage – and connected the val-
ue back to the heroism and bravery in the Chanukah 
story, as well as modern-day examples of demon-
strated courage. Our class appreciated the notion that 
courage is not the absence of fear, but rather the act 
of engaging in an action despite feeling fearful, and 
persevering nonetheless with strength and success. 
 We reviewed the story Finding an Heir to the 
Throne, by Tuly Flint, which showed the courage dis-
played by the protagonist – a young girl who stayed 
truthful and courageously braved ridicule by her peers 
because of her belief in herself and her ideals. We 
can only hope our students carry these inspiring mes-
sages with them in their daily lives.
 Furthermore, our students got the chance to color 
fun Chanukah printed pictures of dreidels and me-
norahs, and wrote about what Chanukah means to 
them. They also reflected on and wrote their thoughts 
regarding courage, as well as examples of when they 
acted courageously. These colorings and written re-
flections were displayed on Temple Beth Torah’s hall 
bulletin board. 
 I look forward to continuing our work and learning 
with the Hay and Vav students!
 Ms. Lalo

Cantor (Continued from Page 2)

receiving a small white paper bag at Sunday School 
full of carob (which appeared like tree bark and tasted 
horrible!).
 Things have improved over the years, thankfully.  
We are planning another Tu Bishvat celebration in 
January, full of delicious food and drink, great music, 
prayer, and inspirational readings about trees and the 
beauty of the natural world around us. Please join us 
in celebrating the trees and all that is breathtaking in 
our environment. Happy Tu Bishvat!

President (Continued from Page 3)

information, there is neither a minimum nor maximum 
age to sit on either board. The thoughts of both young 
and old are equally important in making our temple a 
home for both current and future generations. Varied 
input from all perspectives gives us great balance. 
 Should any congregant be interested to share in-
put on temple life, I welcome the opportunity to help 
you find your niche at Temple Beth Torah. I’m quite 
sure the Rabbi and I, together with the promise of 
coffee and a nosh, are included with my offer. If you 
are interested, please reach out to me at my temple 
email (president@templebethtorahli.org) at your con-
venience.

January Book Club Pick: 
Morningside Heights, by Joshua Henkin
Tuesday, January 25 at 7 p.m.
Cantor Chesler will lead us in this discussion.

March Book Club Pick: 
The Book of V, by Anna Solomon
Tuesday, March 15 at 7 p.m.

May Book Club Pick: 
Rebbe: The Life and Teachings of Menachem M. 
Schneerson, the Most Influential Rabbi in Modern His-
tory, by Joseph Telushkin
Sunday, May 15 at 10 a.m.
Rabbi Dermer will lead us in this discussion.

Please feel free to join these discussions even if you  
did not have the opportunity to read the entire book – 
you may be inspired! You can join the Zoom by using 
the ‘click here’ feature sent weekly via email.



 A Guide to Temple Beth Torah

Support Temple Beth Torah

Make a Donation
Checks should be made out to the
“Temple Beth Torah Rabbi’s Fund”
and then a card “in memory of” or

“in honor of” will be distributed.

Make a Purchase at Amazon
Use the link below to purchase items at 
Amazon. When the link is used, Temple

Beth Torah earns a referral fee.
goo.gl/uEFcG8

We provide many opportunities to
remember a loved one or a special
occassion, or commemorate your

years at Temple Beth Torah.

Dedicate a Leaf on Our
Tree of Life or a Prayer Book

Contact the Temple Office

Buy a Brick
www.bricksrus.com/order/tbtli

or Contact the Temple Office

Temple Office: (516) 334-7979
www.templebethtorahli.org

www.facebook.com/templebethtorahli

Private Facebook Group for Members:
www.facebook.com/groups/

templebethtorah/

Schedule of Religious Services

Daily Services
Evening Minyans (Sun - Thurs), 8:30 p.m. 

Sunday Morning Services, 9:00 a.m.

Shabbat Services
Friday Evening, 6:30 p.m.

Saturday Morning, 9:45 a.m.
Saturday Minhah/Havdalah, Sundown

(same time as candle lighting)

Rabbi: Jack Dermer
rabbi@templebethtorahli.org

Cantor: Carol Chesler
cantor@templebethtorahli.org

Executive Board
Co-Presidents: Michael Cohen and Marcy Frank

president@templebethtorahli.org

Vice President of Education: David Damon
education@templebethtorahli.org

Vice President of Fundraising: Ellen Unger
fundraising@templebethtorahli.org

Vice President of Membership: Gillian Grishman
membership@templebethtorahli.org

Co-Vice Presidents of House and Buildings: 
Ed Katzin and Ken Weiss

buildings@templebethtorahli.org
security@templebethtorahli.org

Vice President of Publicity: Michael Glickman
press@templebethtorahli.org

Vice President of Ritual: Rich Rothstein
ritual@templebethtorahli.org

Treasurer: Neal Guber
treasurer@templebethtorahli.org

Secretary: Allison Rothstein
secretary@templebethtorahli.org

Past President: Randi Lesnick
pastpresident@templebethtorahli.org

President’s Council: Andrew Marshall
prescouncil@templebethtorahli.org

Co-Financial Secretary: 
Robin Rothstein and Art Pesner
finsec@templebethtorahli.org

Co-Sisterhood Presidents: 
Randie Mishan and Linda Guber

sisterhood@templebethtorahli.org

Co-Men’s Club Presidents: 
Robert Shapiro and Ivan Ziegler
mensclub@templebethtorahli.org

Temple Beth Torah Clergy and
Executive Board Contact Information



 Advertisements and Classifieds

Computer Upgrade • Repair

Virus Removal • PC Cleanup

Optimization • Installation

At Home Service • & More

Aron Newman
8 Locust Ave

E Farmingdale, NY 11735

www.gigabyteny.com

Digital Strategy • Hosting

Web Development • SEO

Social Media • eCommerce

Email Marketing • Analytics

Serving all your technology needs

Digital and Internet Services

 Computer and Network Services

 

87 Engineers Drive Hicksville New York (516) 822-4566 

www.popkinelectric.com—Like us on Facebook! 

SERVICING LONG ISLANDS HOMEOWNERS, BUSINESSES,  

AND NON-PROFITS 

INNOVATION · CRAFTSMANSHIP · INTEGRITY 

ANDREW POPKIN - LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

5% Temple Member Discount 
 

The Temple Beth Torah Times’
advertisers help support the
production of our newsletter.

Please support those that
support us and thank them

with your patronage. 

For information on advertising
in this section, please call

the Temple office.



10% discount for 
Temple Beth Torah 

membersDiscount for members of 
Temple Beth Torah

 Advertisements and Classifieds



At Gurwin, our philosophy is simple: 
If this were your mother, what would you do?

THE GURWIN FAMILY OF HEALTHCARE SERVICES: Long-term Care • Short-term Rehabilitation 
Ventilator/Respiratory Care • Advanced Care • Memory Care • Palliative & Hospice Care • Adult Day Programs
Home Care • On-site Dialysis & Infusion Therapy • Assisted Living • Proposed Independent Living Community

FAMILY OF HEALTHCARE SERVICES

gurwin.org  
631.715.2000 • Commack, NY
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Temple Beth Torah
243 Cantiague Rock Road
Jericho Gardens, Westbury, NY 11590

www.templebethtorahli.org
(516) 334-7979
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