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Congregants walked through Cantiague Park to raise funds for the
Hatzilu Jewish Rescue Organization, and then we were joined by 
Rabbi Charles Klein for a discussion on the topic of forgiveness.



 Off the Bimah

 Dear Friends, 
 The month of October 
is a month filled with natu-
ral beauty. The summer heat 
gives way to the cool breeze 
of fall, and leaves on the trees 
create a kaleidoscope of strik-
ing oranges and reds. As we 
lead into the Festival of Suk-
kot, our tradition reminds us 
how better to appreciate the 

details of the natural world, inviting us to share meals 
in the Sukkah, with the sky and stars above and the 
sound of the rustling trees all around us. So much of 
modern life is spent indoors and in front of a screen. 
Sukkot is an invitation to get back to the basics, to 
experience the simple holiness of G-d’s creation that 
our ancestors experienced as they walked through 
the desert wilderness toward the Holy Land long ago. 
We do our best during these sacred days to feel what 
they felt. We leave our phones, and even our homes, 
behind for moments throughout the weeklong festival, 
as we join together in the Sukkah to remember that 
the fleeting nature of life is best captured and appreci-
ated when we are present together with those we love 
and the Jewish community we care about. 
 Sukkot is not only about the appreciation of na-
ture, but about our relationships with our fellow crea-

tures as well. Last year, we began a new tradition 
at Temple Beth Torah, the “Blessing of the Pets in 

The Holiness of Community
by Cantor Scott Sokol

 Community can be de-
fined in many different ways, 
for example by nationality, 
geography, ethnicity, culture, 
or religion. The religious com-
munity, and, in particular, the 
Jewish religious community is 
unique among these in that its 
very definition resides in the 
sphere of holiness. My proof 
of this claim is found in the 

Torah itself. In Parshat Kedoshim, God says to Mo-
ses: “Speak to the entire nation of Israel saying, ‘You 
shall be holy, because I the Lord your God am holy!’” 
It is interesting to note that this is the only place in 
the book of Vayikra that God tells Moses to speak to 
the entirety of the Jewish people (daber el kol adat 
b’nai yisrael). It seems to me therefore, that the impli-
cation is that the promise of attaining holiness is one 
conveyed to the community of Israel as a whole, and 
not necessarily to individuals within that community by 
themselves. Further evidence that it is the communal 
level at which holiness resides is found in the tradi-
tional term we use for the synagogue itself, namely 
Kehila Kedosha – Holy Community
 Shifting my focus (as I usually do) to prayer, let me 
offer two of the liturgical sources for this notion that 
holiness is a communal affair. The first is a blessing 
many congregations recite each Shabbat morning on 
behalf of the members of the congregation. We refer 
to it as the Mi Sheberach for the Kahal, the blessing for 
the congregation, despite the fact that the target of the 
blessing ultimately includes the individual members of 
said congregation. The first line of the blessing reads 
“May God bless this holy congregation along with all 
other holy congregations.” It then goes on to praise 
those who fulfill communal needs such as giving wine 
and bread to the poor. The obvious implication is that 
it is the holiness of the community and the fulfillment 
of communal needs that merit God’s blessings even 
for individuals.
 A second liturgical source for the attribution of 
communal holiness revolves around the whole idea 
of the minyan/prayer quorum as well as the specific 
prayers that can be recited only in the presence of a 
minyan. Why should one need a group of people in 

The Beauty of Sukkot
by Rabbi Jack Dermer

Continued on Page 4Continued on Page 4



 Press from Our Leaders
Press from the President

by Michael Cohen, Co-President

 Not long ago. when our 
Temple honored now Rabbi 
Kayley Romick, I learned a 
new word. That word was 
the Hebrew word semicha. It 
was used to describe Rabbi 
Kayley’s soon-to-be starting 
position, as the first full-time 
Jewish chaplain at St. Francis 
Hospital. The word translates 
as: to being supportive, help-

ful, and carrying the burden of another. It was very 
aptly used to describe Rabbi Kayley’s duties to min-
ister to her patients, since she is going to support, be 
helpful and help carry the burden.
 As I begin my second year of a two-year term, 
the word semicha resounds in my ear when thinking 
about the duties and actions of over 40 of our con-
gregants, clergy, and, ultimately, our entire member-
ship. You see, when I accepted this position, I had no 
background or experience in helping to lead the way 
at Temple Beth Torah. Handling the myriad of issues 
that landed on my plate, needing resolution, filled my 
day. My fellow congregants who fill both the Executive 
Board and Board of Trustees knew well about my in-
experience. Semicha must have come over these 40 
members as well as our newly installed Rabbi Derm-
er. Their support and help carried me through my first 
year.  Any issues that came up on a daily basis, I could 
look for any and all of the Board members for help and 
guidance. Rabbi Dermer, himself a rookie, was invalu-
able. He always made time for me, regardless of his 
busy schedule, with good counsel to help me find the 
needed perspective and strength and to find the best 
possible solutions for our community.
 The Vice Presidents of many of our Temple func-
tions, who, in addition, had responsibilities to attend 
to, made time for very long monthly meetings as well 
as leading their programs, and they always made their 
time my time. Issues that would sometimes cross my 
eyes were ripe for patient discussion and resolution. I 
am fortunate to have a most dedicated Co-President, 
who truly shares the job with me. Her prior background 
in Temple administration has made her input so valu-
able to me. We are always looking for great program-
ming opportunities for our members.

Continued on Page 4

Religious School Update
by Adele Lalo, Educator

 I can proudly state that our Temple Beth Torah Vav 
class is adjusting well again to the start of Hebrew 
School this year. As in the past, we have prepared 
specific prayer goals for our students to master, and 
even allowed for them to select some prayers of their 
choice later in the year. We look forward to working 
with them and helping to strengthen their Hebrew 
reading, while also raising their confidence. So far, 
students have mastered the reading of the blessing 
before the Torah is read. We are also working during 
our Monday tutorials to further hone their skills.
 We have also spent some time reviewing the 
weekly Torah portions. This past month, we have dis-
cussed Ki Teitzei, Ki Tavo, Nitzavim, Vayelech, and 
Shabbat Shuvah. In Ki Teitzei, our students appreci-
ated that 74 of the 613 commandments are found in 
this portion, including the important mitzvah of send-
ing the mother bird away before taking her young. In 
Ki Tavo, Moses reiterates the importance of following 
G-d’s commandments. In Nitzavim, the Torah discuss-
es some of the fundamental principles, including the 
unity of Israel, the future redemption, the practicality of 
the Torah and freedom of choice. In Vayelech, Moses 
hands over the leadership to Joshua, having reached 
120 years of age. We appreciate that even the holi-
est of men are mere mortals who eventually reach the 
end of their lives. We also reviewed the importance of 
Shabbat Shuvah, which is the Shabbat between Rosh 
Hashanah and Yom Kippur, and the need to focus on 
repentance on this special Shabbat.
 During our discussion of Jewish holidays, we 
spent time reviewing Rosh Hashanah. Specifically, we 
reviewed the various names of the holiday, and reiter-
ated the fact that it is the anniversary of the creation of 
the world. We learned about the Shofar blowing and 
the special custom known as Tashlich. Moreover, we 
reviewed the symbolic foods represented at the Rosh 
Hashanah seder table, including apples, honey, round 
challah, pomegranates, and fish. Of particular inter-
est is the apple, which is more than just a sweet fruit 
to be eaten on the holiday. In Jewish mysticism, the 
apple represents the Shechinah – or presence of G-d 
– which we believe is always watching over us. Also, 
in apple trees, the apple appears before the protective 
leaves. Likewise, the Jews live their lives openly and 
quite often vulnerably. Finally, the hardiness of the 

Continued on Page 4



 Around the Congregation

Mazel tov to Gerry and Jack Schnitt on the 
marriage of their daughter Jill to Lee Silfen. 

Our condolences to the Barak family on the 
passing of Meir Barak, beloved father and father-
in-law of Erez and Shari Barak.

Ingredients:
2 mangos, 2 peaches

3 cloves of garlic
1 tomato, 1/4 ounce cilantro

1/2 medium red onion
2 Tablespoons lime juice

1 red pepper

Chop and dice all ingredients and combine.

Recipe from Our Sisterhood:
Peach Mango Salsa

Submitted by Rich Rothstein

President (Continued from Page 3)

 There is also the responsibility of our overall mem-
bership to think about and how this word, semicha, 
relates to them as well. Each of you are well capable 
and urgently needed to help support the Temple, both 
financially and with your attendance at our diverse 
events. Helping when the call goes out for minyan, 
helping to set up for the High Holidays, and many oth-
er projects need your help.Think semicha.  
 As we soon begin the year 5783, you must realize 
that as much as we depend heavily on board mem-
bers and clergy alike, your support, help, and shar-
ing of the financial and administrative load are vital to 
continue making Temple Beth Torah the go-to place to 
share simchas and lifecycle events.
 On behalf of my Co-President, Rabbi Dermer and 
Cantor Sokol, the over 40 members of both Boards, 
and myself, we wish you L’Shanah Tova, and a year 
blessed with good health.

Cantor (Continued from Page 2)

order to pray to God?  Shouldn’t one’s personal desire 
to attain dvekut/spiritual connection to the Divine be 
enough? Judaism, at least in certain contexts, says 
no. It reserves some of its most important prayers for 
those times when at least ten Jewish adults convene 
for the purpose of prayer. And what are those prayers 
specifically? For the most part, they are the prayers 
that ascribe holiness to God: the kedushot of the Ami-
dah and all the kaddishes (including the Mourner’s 
Kaddish). Why these prayers and not other equally 
important ones such as the Sh’ma? Put simply, it is 
because our emulation of God’s holiness (as cited 
above in Parshat Kedoshim) and even our ascription 
of that holiness can only take place when we are in 
community, represented in this case by the minyan.
 If my assertion is correct that holiness only attends 
the community qua community, the implications seem 
rather significant. Namely, despite the importance of 
individual spiritual paths, each of us must ultimately 
make contact with the broader community if we are 
ever to truly realize personal holiness. Living in a cave 
for three years won’t do it, nor will immersing oneself 
in Jewish texts, nor even will chanting dvekus melo-
dies on Shabbas. The only way to achieve holiness is 
by dvekut of a different order, specifically by clinging 
tightly to a Jewish community and attempting to meet 
its needs along with our own personal ones. This is a 
tough order, but one that God expects us to fulfill.
 As I continue moving into my new role as your 
sheliach tsibbur, community emissary, I hope and pray 
that the community of Temple Beth Torah will continue 
to inspire holiness and connection in the months and 
years ahead. 

Rabbi (Continued from Page 2)

the Sukkah,” where congregants and their families 
brought pets and other furry friends into the Sukkah to 
celebrate. After blessing the pets (and in some cases 
their owners!) we all enjoyed an afternoon with pizza 
and snacks, learning about the holiday, games, and 
fun for everyone. This year, the “Blessing of the Pets 
in the Sukkah” will take place again on the afternoon 
leading into the start of Sukkot, on Sunday, October 9. 
Join us for pizza and treats in our Temple Beth Torah 
Sukkah with your pets and your friends, and get ready 
for an afternoon celebration not to be missed! 
 Rabbi Kayley, Beagle Wilson (Hebrew name: Jo-
nah Velvel), and I look forward to seeing you there! 
 Rabbi Dermer

School (Continued from Page 3)

fruit could represent the strength and durability of the 
Jewish people.



 Recent Events

 As we celebrate the High Holidays, we remember our sacred obligation to help care for Jews in need, 
wherever they may be. The morning of Sunday, September 11, we began a difficult day for our country 
by doing a huge mitzvah together with Temple Beth Torah friends and other local Jewish communities. 
All were invited to join us in a walk through Cantiague Park to raise funds for the Hatzilu Jewish Rescue 
Organization. Hatzilu is there whenever a Jewish person is in financial distress. 
 On Tuesday, September 13, our Sisterhood hosted another wonderful Craft Night, where participants 
made a beautiful apple tray and honey dish to use for their Rosh Hashanah meals. 
 Then, we were joined by Rabbi Charles Klein on Thursday, September 15 for An Evening With Rabbi 
Charles Klein – How to Forgive When You Can’t Forget. Rabbi Klein discussed his book and answered 
questions on the topic of forgiveness. Rabbi Klein’s book (How to Forgive When You Can’t Forget) and 
the chapters within it invite us to consider some of the most important and timeless questions around how 
to forgive those in our lives who have wronged us as we start the new year. Rabbi Klein has begun work 
on a follow up edition to his original work, and he shared his wisdom and the insights of a lifetime in the 
Rabbinate with our community.
 This year’s community-wide Selichot service and concert were held at Temple Beth Torah on Sat-
urday, September 17. Together with clergy and fellow Jews from Old Westbury Hebrew Congregation, 
Temple Beth Sholom and Shelter Rock Jewish Center, we shared in the power of the evening of forgive-
ness that leads us more fully into the spirit of the Holiday season. Havdalah and refreshments were fol-
lowed by a teaching from Rabbi Martin Cohen of Shelter Rock Jewish Center and inspirational Selichot 
services, with musical presentations from all four of the cantors.

Follow Temple Beth Torah on Facebook to see additional pictures.
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 Upcoming Events for October 2022

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

2

9

16

23

3

10

17

24

4

11

18

25

5

12

19

26

Morning Minyan,
9:00 a.m.

Blessing of the 
Pets in the Sukkah

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Morning Minyan,
9:00 a.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Morning Minyan,
9:00 a.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

The schedule of 
services for Yom 

Kippur will be 
communicated to 
the congregation.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

The schedule of 
services for Yom 

Kippur will be 
communicated to 
the congregation.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Rabbi’s Class,
7:30 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Rabbi’s Class,
7:30 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Kol Nidre
Erev Yom 
Kippur

Yizkor
Yom Kippur

Erev Sukkot Sukkot
First Day
Columbus Day

Sukkot
Second Day

Chol Hamoed

Hoshanah 
Rabbah

Yizkor
Shemini 
Atzeret

Simchat 
Torah

Rosh
Chodesh 
Cheshvan

Rosh
Chodesh 
Cheshvan

Morning Minyan,
9:00 a.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

30 31



 Upcoming Events for October 2022

Upcoming
Event

Spotlight

Our leadership 
and clergy have 

been working
 tirelessly to

 craft experiences
which will be 

inspirational, 
meaningful, and, 

most importantly, 
safe for all those 

involved.

The nature of the 
pandemic is such 
that the world we 
live in is fluid and 
changing rapidly. 

While we are 
confident in the 

plans we have 
adopted for now, 
we will continue
 to monitor the 

situation closely 
and update you

 often in the
 weeks ahead.

We value our 
members and 
your opinions. 

Don’t hesitate to 
reach out to our 

office, our 
co-presidents

 and/or our 
clergy with any 

questions or 
concerns.

Thursday Friday Saturday

6

13

20

27

7

14

21

28

1

8

15

22

29

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Candle Lighting,
5:39 p.m.

Shabbat Services, 
6:30 p.m.

Shabbat Services,
9:45 a.m.

Minha Services,
5:35 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Candle Lighting,
5:48 p.m.

Shabbat Services, 
6:30 p.m.

Shabbat Services,
9:45 a.m.

Minha Services,
5:45 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Candle Lighting,
5:59 p.m.

Shabbat Services, 
6:30 p.m.

Shabbat Services,
9:45 a.m.

Minha Services,
5:55 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Candle Lighting,
6:10 p.m.

Shabbat Services, 
6:30 p.m.

Shabbat Services,
9:45 a.m.

Minha Services,
6:05 p.m.

Shabbat Services,
9:45 a.m.

Minha Services,
6:20 p.m.

Shabbat 
Shuva

Chol Hamoed Chol Hamoed Chol Hamoed



 Upcoming Events

Join us for our Blessing of the Pets in the Sukkah event on Sunday, October 9.  
Our congregants and their pets had so much fun last year!



 Support Temple Beth Torah



 A Guide to Temple Beth Torah

PURCHASE
TORAH CARDS

Contact Linda Pochtar, Betty Weiss or the
Temple office for additional information



 Advertisements and Classifieds

Computer Upgrade • Repair

Virus Removal • PC Cleanup

Optimization • Installation

At Home Service • & More

Aron Newman
8 Locust Ave

E Farmingdale, NY 11735

www.gigabyteny.com

Digital Strategy • Hosting

Web Development • SEO

Social Media • eCommerce

Email Marketing • Analytics

Serving all your technology needs

Digital and Internet Services

 Computer and Network Services

My wife and I are members of Temple Beth Torah

The Temple Beth Torah Times’
advertisers help support the
production of our newsletter.

Please support those that
support us and thank them

with your patronage. 

For information regarding
 advertising in this section,

please contact
the Temple office.
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