
T
he

 T
e

m
p

le
 B

e
t

h
 T

o
ra

h
 T

im
e

s
V

o
lu

m
e

 L
V

 N
o.

 6
7

					






   

   
 	

   
   

A
d

a
r 

/ 
N

is
a

n
 5

7
8

5
				




   
   

	
   

   
   

   
	   

   
M

a
rc

h
 2

0
2

5



 Off the Bimah
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	 Dear Friends,
	 A recent study on Jew-
ish life in America began with 
the opening line, “Good news 
for Jews in the pews and for 
the Hebrews who pay dues.” 
The report went on to detail 
the ways in which regular par-
ticipation in religious commu-
nity is a key factor in happi-
ness and satisfaction with life. 

“More than one-third of actively religious U.S. adults 
(36%) describe themselves as very happy,” the Pew 
study reports, “compared with just a quarter of both 
inactive and unaffiliated Americans.” The study con-
tinued, “Of the 25 countries studied, there were no 
examples where actively religious people were signifi-
cantly less happy than inactive or unaffiliated people.” 
That is good news for Jews in the pews! Too often, we 
think of religious life, in the Jewish context that means 
attendance at services or the practice of Mitzvot, as 
an obligation or a responsibility, rather than a joy. We 
may come to services to honor a loved one by saying 
Kaddish, or host a Holiday meal because we want to 
honor family tradition, but how often can we say that 
our practice of Judaism comes from a deep place of 
enjoyment- a heartfelt celebration of our love for what 
it means to be a Jew? One of the great tasks of our 
generation is to help the next generation understand 
that Judaism is not something we observe out of guilt 
or fear alone, but rather, to help articulate and create 
an experience of joyful Judaism, to share our passion 
for the way in which Mitzvot, Torah study, and commu-
nity gatherings, are all pathways toward a more fulfill-
ing and happy life. 
	 The month of March, or Adar as we call it in the 
Hebrew calendar, is our month for remembering and 
celebrating the joy of our sacred inheritance. “One who 
enters Adar,” the Talmud proclaims, “shall increase in 
joy!” The story of Purim, which we will read together 
on the evening of March 13th, is, at first glance, a hor-
rifying story of an attempted genocide of the Jewish 
people. How is it that we allow this festival, and the 
month during which it takes place, to be a statement 
of our joy? Jewish joy and celebration do come at the 
expense of remembering the tragedies of Jewish life. 

Zamru Achim Zamru! - Sing Brothers & 
Sisters, Sing!, by Cantor Scott Sokol

	 As many of you know, 
my family is very involved in 
the Jewish choral movement. 
Francene and I met in the 
Zamir Chorale of Boston and 
we continue to sing with the 
Zamir Chorale (of New York). 
The Zamir Choral Founda-
tion, which Francene works 
for in Manhattan, is the nexus 
for many of the Jewish choral 

activities worldwide. Their primary programs are the 
Zamir Chorale, Zamir Noded (young adult chorus), 
the North American Jewish Choral Festival and HaZa-
mir: The International Jewish Teen Choir. It is this 
last program, HaZamir, that I want to focus on in this 
newsletter article.
	 HaZamir is at its core a “choir.” HaZamir compris-
es some 40 chapters in the United States and Israel, 
and totals around 400 singers. Each week, singers 
meet in their local chapters and learn the repertoire of 
choral pieces that will be sung at the end of the year 
Gala concert. Individual chapters can range in size 
considerably, anywhere from 2 singers to 25. Then 
over MLK Weekend, the East Coast chapters and oth-
ers who are able to come, get together for a 24-hour 
program with an open rehearsal performance at the 
end. This is the first time that the individual singers 
experience the full range and power of a large choral 
sound. The climax of the year though is Festival, a 
four-day weekend of rehearsals, learning, and social 
activities with a built-in shabbaton in which the entire 
choir participates, culminating in the Gala concert at 
one of the premiere New York venues (this year we 
are returning to Carnegie Hall).
	 Although choral activities are primary, HaZamir is 
far more than a choir; indeed, it is not an exaggera-
tion to say that HaZamir is a thriving youth movement. 
Learning and social activities make up significant 
parts of the weekly and annual experiences  for HaZa-
mir singers. There are “teen leaders” who engage the 
singers in these activities, and even training experi-
ences for those Teen Leaders (both of my sons were 
HaZamir Teen Leaders, and my son Sam was the in-
ternational Chair for all the Teen Leaders in his senior 
year).

A Purim of Joy
by Rabbi Jack Dermer

Continued on Page 3Continued on Page 3
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Press from the President
by Ken Maltz, President

	 When my musician 
friends and I decided to put 
together a band dedicated to 
researching and performing 
klezmer music, the folk mu-
sic of Ashkenazic Jews, we 
quickly realized that there was 
a scarcity of this music in print 
anywhere in the world. De-
spite the fact that hundreds, if 
not thousands, of these works 

exist, almost none had ever been published. The mu-
sic existed in the minds of klezmorim (klezmer musi-
cians) and was passed along aurally from performer 
to performer in a manner not dissimilar to that of our 
oral Torah. 
	 Unable to simply walk into a music store and buy 
the music, we had to go to those folks who played or 
sang the tunes, using a tape recorder (we’re talking 
the late 1970s here) to record the music and transcribe 
it on paper in order to bring it to a larger audience. In 
this manner, a great treasure of Jewish culture was 
preserved.
	 One of these pieces, A Gut Purim Yidn (A Good 
Purim Jews), was discovered during a visit to the Bi-
alystoker Home for the Aged on the Lower East Side. 
One of the residents we visited, Mrs. Frieder Young-
stein, remembered the song from her youth in No-
vogrudok, White Russia and sang it for us. I took the 
tape home and transcribed it for our band Kapelye 
and put it on our first commercial recording. Perhaps 
if it had not been for our visit, the tune, a jewel of a 
song, may have been forever lost.
	 I am sure that among our own families there are 
many jewels to be found. Not just songs but stories 
from past generations that recall relatives long gone; 
tales of migration, shiddakhs, happiness and sad-
ness. Taking a cue from my klezmer project, I began 
to collect these family memories by visiting relatives 
and recording interviews; often unearthing previously 
unknown stories about the people from which I came.
	 I urge all of you to become your own family histo-
rians. It’s not hard at all and simply taking your smart 
phone along and recording your conversations may 
awaken wonderful memories, or tragic ones… but all 
very worthwhile knowing and preserving. To this end, 
Temple Beth Torah has invited Nolan Altman from the 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Long Island to visit us 

Cantor (Continued from Page 2)

	 Probably the most unique and important aspect of 
the teen activities of HaZamir relates to the American/
Israel connection. At this point, a full third of the HaZa-
mir singers come from chapters in Israel. The Ameri-
can singers interact with the Israelis all year long, and 
their friendships last beyond their time in HaZamir. As 
you can imagine, this past year the relationships be-
tween the Israeli and American singers played critical 
roles in helping each to understand and support one 
another in the wake of the October 7th atrocities and 
the rise in global antisemitism. 
	 For all the singers (and for the adults like myself 
who serve as staff), HaZamir provides an opportunity 
to grow musically and Jewishly, and simultaneously 
strengthen the ties between American and Israeli 
Jews. It is truly a wonderful organization that I highly 
recommend to you and which I hope you will encour-
age the talented teenagers in your life (8th through 
12th grade) to participated in. There is a thriving Long 
Island chapter that meets on Sundays at the Jacob-
son JCC. Francene or I would be happy to tell you 
more about it. 
	 If any of you are interested in attending the Gala 
concert this year on Sunday March 23rd, tickets are 
going fast! You can go online to purchase them at: 
https://www.wizevents.com/hazamirgalaconcert2025/
?id=9827.

Rabbi (Continued from Page 2)

On the contrary, Jewish joy is a bold statement of re-
silience; despite those tragedies and trials, our laugh-
ter, our dancing, our l’Chayims, will never cease. 
	 All those who step foot into our TBT Sanctuary 
notice the Hebrew words “Ashrei Yoshvei Beitecha” 
inscribed on the wall. This famous line from the lit-
urgy translates, “Happy are those who dwell in God’s 
house.” May we do justice to those words this season 
of Adar, and may we find joy and gladness in the op-
portunities for community celebration and closeness 
to G-d which occur, day in and day out, inside our 
Temple home.
	 Purim Sameach, may it be a joyful Purim for all,
	 Rabbi Dermer

on the evening of March 25th. He will make a fascinat-
ing and inspiring presentation, explaining what makes 
Jewish Genealogy so special. I urge all of you to at-
tend this event.
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 Around the Congregation

Our condolences to the Jaffee family on the 
passing of Elliott Waldman, father of Amy 
Jaffee, father-in-law of Scott, grandfather of 
Matthew (Carly) and Aaron.

Ingredients:
4 eggs

1 cup oil
1 1/4 cups sugar

2 tsp. vanilla
3 tsp. baking powder

1/2 tsp. salt
5 1/2 cups flour

Suggested Fillings:
Apricot preserves

Raspberry preserves
Chocolate chips

Prune
Moin

1.	 Beat eggs. Beat in oil, sugar, vanilla, baking pow-
der and salt.  

2.	 Add flour gradually and mix thoroughly.  Add more 
flour as needed so dough is workable but not 
sticky. 

3.	 Roll dough out onto a lightly floured board to about 
a 1/4 inch thickness.

4.	 Cut out 2-3 inch round circles (a drinking glass 
works well).

5.	 Place desired filling in center of each circle. 
6.	 Pinch on 3 sides to form a triangle (the center will 

be open).
7.	 Place on a greased cookie sheet. 
8.	 Bake at 375 degrees for 12-15 minutes or until 

lightly browned.

Recipe from Our Sisterhood:
Hamentaschen

Megillah Reading 
Drinks & Snacks

Hamentashen 
Spiels, Songs & More!
Costumes Optional! 

A WTBT PURIMA WTBT PURIM

THURSDAY, MARCH 13TH, 7:00PMTHURSDAY, MARCH 13TH, 7:00PM
RSVP TO LAUREN BY  3/6: 

ADMIN@TEMPLEBETHTORAHLI.ORG OR 516-334-7979
RSVP TO LAUREN BY  3/6: 

ADMIN@TEMPLEBETHTORAHLI.ORG OR 516-334-7979

Temple Beth Torah PresentsTemple Beth Torah Presents
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 Recent Events

	 Presenting Rabbi Joshua Rabin from LiveOnNY: On Wednesday, January 9, we learned about the 
Jewish value of saving a life with organ donation. LiveOn is a team of clinicians, educators, social workers 
and more united around the life-changing power of organ and tissue tonation. LiveOn works tirelessly day 
and night on education, engagement and advocacy, logistical planning and management to help save the 
lives of those in need of a transplant. They also provide support and comfort to donor sand their loved 
ones. Rabbi Rabin is a Community and Government Affairs Liaison at LiveOnNY, specifically focusing on 
the Jewish Community as well as the Rabbi of the Astoria Center of Israel. We would like to thank Rabbi 
Dermer for teaching us about this topic, as well as Rabbi Rabin for sharing LiveOn’s message. 
	 Psalm Enchanted Evenings: Thank you for joining Cantor Sokol for his special mini course named 
Psalm Enchanted Evening. In this four-part class, we explored the Book of Psalms, one of the most in-
teresting and beloved books of the Tanach. We learned about its history and place in the Jewish canon, 
and then examined the use of the Book of Psalms in our daily, Sabbath, holiday and lifecycle liturgy.
 	 Super Bowl Shabbat: On Saturday, February 8, we wore our favorite jerseys and got excited for 
the game during Super Bowl Shabbat. On Sunday, February 9, we were proud to join with Conservative 
Congregations around the country for World Wide Wrap. We learned about the mitzvah of tefillin, got a 
boost of Jewish connection, and wrapped before the big game. Special congratulations to the winners of 
our annual Super Bowl pool and fundraiser – thank you to all who participated!
	 Tu B’Shevat Seder: On Wednesday, February 12, fruits, nuts, olives and other traditional snacks 
were served along with kosher wine, music, singing and teachings from Cantor Sokol and Rabbi Dermer. 
This year more than ever, it was important for us to celebrate all that is blessed and good about Israel.

Follow Temple Beth Torah on Facebook to see additional pictures.
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 Around the Congregation

Passover Matzah
Cover Craft

Temple Beth Torah Sisterhood

Join us on 3/10 to Tye Dye 
your cover and then again on 3/17 

to stencil and embellish it!

Mondays, March 10th & 17th @ 7pm

$18 per person

RSVP by 3/1 by sending a check made out
to Sisterhood of TBT to the office. 

For more information, please contact
Randie Mishan @ 516-263-6869 or 

Linda Guber @ 516-297-3721.

PIZZA & PARSHA
Learn Torah with four local Rabbis, enjoy

Kosher Pizza, and strengthen the Long
Island Jewish community. 

Thursday, 3/6, 6:30pm @  Shelter Rock Jewish Center -
(272 Shelter Rock Rd, Roslyn) with Rabbi Dermer

Thursday, 4/3, 6:30pm @ Temple Beth Torah
with Rabbi Stanger

Thursday, 5/1, 6:30pm @  Old Westbury Hebrew
Congregation with Rabbi Ben Gideon

Thursday, 6/5, 6:30pm @ Temple Beth Sholom 
with Rabbi Kupchik

These events are free of charge, but an RSVP
 is required to attend. To RSVP: 

516-741-4305 or  frontdesk@srjc.org. 

Let’s cheer....
PURIM iS here 

An original Purimspiel with
music, laughs, a costume

change, a Bissele Yiddish &
Hamentaschen too!

All are welcome! 
Any questions? 
Contact Wendy:

xmarxts@aol.com 

Temple Beth Torah and the 
Long Island Association of

Jewish Libraries (LIAJL) present:

Thursday, March 6th
10:00-11:30am
TBT Social Hall
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Temple Beth Torah

What Makes Jewish
Genealogy Different?
Tuesday, March 25th 
              7:30pm

For more information or to
RSVP, Contact Lauren @ TBT:

516-334-7979 or
admin@temblebethtorahli.org

Jewish genealogy has its unique challenges and
advantages. Join Nolan Altman, JewishGen’s

Director for Data Acquisition and President of
the Jewish Genealogy Society of Long Island to

discuss the challenges and advantages of
investigating your family history as well as

common Jewish genealogical myths. 

https://www.jewishgen.org/

 Around the Congregation

Save the Date!

Sisterhood Shabbat
returns on

Saturday, May 3, 2025

If you would like to participate 
in our Sisterhood Shabbat 

service, please reach out to 
Rabbi Dermer and Cantor Sokol.
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 Upcoming Events for March 2025

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

2

9

16

23

3

10

17

24

4

11

18

25

5

12

19

26

Morning Minyan,
9:00 a.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Morning Minyan,
9:00 a.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

  Minyan, 9 a.m.
  IDF Duffle Bag
  Project, 10 a.m.
  Mininyan, 8:30 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Sisterhood’s
Passover Matzah 
Cover Craft Night,

7:00 p.m.
Minyan, 8:30 p.m.

Sisterhood’s
Passover Matzah 
Cover Craft Night,

7:00 p.m.
Minyan, 8:30 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Presentation from 
Nolan Altman, Jewish 
Genealogical Society 

of LI, 7:30 p.m.
Evening Minyan,

8:30 p.m.

Rabbi’s Class,
7:30 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Rabbi’s Class,
7:30 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Rabbi’s Class,
7:30 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Rabbi’s Class,
7:30 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Daylight 
Saving Time 
Begins

Morning Minyan,
9:00 a.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

30 31

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

  Minyan, 9 a.m.
  Cantorial 
  Concert, 3:00 p.m.
  Minyan, 8:30 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.
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 Upcoming Events for March 2025

Upcoming
Event

Spotlight

Our leadership 
and clergy work

 tirelessly to
 craft experiences

which will be 
inspirational, 

meaningful and 
safe for all 

involved.

Temple Beth 
Torah is still 
active and 

thriving. If you 
haven’t come by 
lately, please do! 

There’s always 
something going 

on here at
Temple Beth 

Torah! 

We value our 
members and 
your opinions. 

If you have ideas 
for future 

programs or 
events, or if you 

have any 
questions or 

concerns, please 
don’t hesitate to 
reach out to our 

office, our 
Executive Board

 and/or our 
clergy.

Thursday Friday Saturday

6

13

20

27

7

14

21

28

1

8

15

22

29

Table Talk,
7:00 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Candle Lighting,
6:58 p.m.

Shabbat Services, 
6:30 p.m.

Shabbat Services,
9:30 a.m.

Minha Services,
6:55 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Candle Lighting,
6:51 p.m.

Shabbat Services, 
6:30 p.m.

Candle Lighting,
6:25 p.m.

Shabbat Services, 
6:50 p.m.

Megillah Reading 
and Purim Party,

7:00 p.m.

Candle Lighting,
6:44 p.m.

Shabbat Services, 
6:30 p.m.

Shabbat Services,
9:30 a.m.

Minha Services,
6:45 p.m.

LIAJL Purim Event,
10:00 - 11:30 am
Pizza & Parsha with 

Rabbi Dermer at 
Shelter Rock Jewish 

Center, 6:30 p.m.
Minyan, 8:30 p.m.

Candle Lighting,
5:36 p.m.

Shabbat Services, 
6:30 p.m.

Shabbat Services,
9:30 a.m.

Minha Services,
5:35 p.m.

Shabbat Services,
9:30 a.m.

Minha Services,
5:30 p.m.

Rosh Chodesh
Adar
Shabbat Shekalim

Shabbat
Zachor

Erev Purim
Reading of 
the Megillah
Fast of Esther

Purim
Reading of
the Megillah

Shushan
Purim

Shabbat
Parah

Shabbat
Hachodesh
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 A Guide to Temple Beth Torah

PURCHASE
TORAH CARDS

Contact Linda Pochtar, Betty Weiss or the
Temple office for additional information
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 Support Temple Beth Torah

4x8 brick including 3 lines & mini souvenir replica - $175
8x8 brick including 6 lines & mini souvenir replica - $380 

TEMPLE BETH TORAH 
GIVING OPPORTUNITIES

Honor or Memorialize your loved ones while giving back to TBT  

MEMORIAL PLAQUES

Etz Hayim Torah & Commentary - $144
Siddur Lev Shalem for Shabbat & Festivals OR

Siddur Sim Shalom for Weekday Siddur Sim
Shalom for Weekdayss  - $118 

Plaque - $400     
Reserve a plaque location - $100  

BRICKS

PRAYER BOOKS

TREE OF LIFE
Rock - $700          Acorn - $500          Leaf - $250

KIDDUSH SPONSOR
Friday Night Oneg - $75   Shabbat Kiddush - $215

For more information,  contact Lauren @ 516-334-7979 or
admin@templebethtorahli.org

RABBI'S CHARITY FUND
Any $ Amount

TBT PROGRAMMING FUND
Any $ Amount

KIDDUSH OR HOLIDAY FLOWER SPONSOR
$90
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 Advertisements and Classifieds

Discount for members of Discount for members of 
Temple Beth TorahTemple Beth Torah

 

 
 

Long Island’s Premier Electrical Contractor  
Servicing Homeowners, Businesses, and Non-Profits 

We Offer: 
Service Upgrades, Lighting Design, Kitchen & Bath Wiring, Pools & Spa Wiring, 

Landscape Lighting, Turn-key Generator System Installation, 
Whole Home Surge Protectors, 

Electric Vehicle Charger Wiring & Installation Experts 
 

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE  
Andrew Popkin  

516.822.4566 
www.popkinelectric.com 

Licensed & Insured  
 

5% Discount for Temple Members!  
Max discount of $100.  Not valid on service calls 

Computer Upgrade • Repair

Virus Removal • PC Cleanup

Optimization • Installation

At Home Service • & More

Aron Newman
8 Locust Ave

E Farmingdale, NY 11735

www.gigabyteny.com

Digital Strategy • Hosting

Web Development • SEO

Social Media • eCommerce

Email Marketing • Analytics

Serving all your technology needs

Digital and Internet Services

 Computer and Network Services
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UUppffrroonntt  SSeeccuurriittyy  AAssssoocciiaatteess,,  LLLLCC  
PPhh..  334477--998888--00119999    

IInnffoo@@uuppffrroonnttsseeccuurriittyyaassssoocciiaatteess..ccoomm                        

wwwwww..uuppffrroonnttsseeccuurriittyyaassssoocciiaatteess..ccoomm                                                                              

553355  BBrrooaaddhhoollllooww  RRooaadd  SSttee..  BB4400    MMeellvviillllee,,    NNYY    1111774477  

          OOuurr  SSeerrvviicceess  
  
                  PPrrootteeccttiivvee  SSeerrvviicceess                                                                      IInnvveessttiiggaattiivvee  SSeerrvviicceess  
  
                  AArrmmeedd  aanndd  UUnnaarrmmeedd                                                                  PPrriivvaattee  IInnvveessttiiggaattiioonn  SSeerrvviicceess  
                HHoouusseess  ooff  WWoorrsshhiipp                                                                                  --  CCrriimmiinnaall  &&  CCiivviill                                                                        
                SScchhooooll  SSeeccuurriittyy                                                                                  PPrree--EEmmppllooyymmeenntt  BBaacckkggrroouunndd  CChheecckkss              
                PPuubblliicc  LLiibbrraarryy                                                                                        BBuussiinneessss  VVeettttiinngg    
                EExxeeccuuttiivvee  PPrrootteeccttiioonn                                                                    SSuurrvveeiillllaannccee  PPhhoottooss  --  VViiddeeoo  
                EEssttaattee  SSeeccuurriittyy                                                                                  CCoommppaannyy  IIDD  CCaarrddss                                    
     

  
  

TThhee  EExxppeerrtt  SSeeccuurriittyy  SSeerrvviiccee    
YYoouu  EExxppeecctt..      

  
LLeeaavvee  tthhee  JJoobb  ttoo  tthhee  PPrrooffeessssiioonnaallss      
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MAKE THE DIFFICULT DECISIONS NOW,
SO YOUR FAMILY WON’T HAVE TO LATER.

KEVIN GRAY & ANDREW NOVAK 
1236 WELLWOOD AVENUE . WEST BABYLON, NY 11704

631-454-9600 | STAROFDAVIDCHAPELS.COM

JUST STEPS AWAY FROM
• NEW MONTEFIORE
• BETH MOSES
• WELLWOOD
• MT. ARARAT
• PINELAWN MEMORIAL PARK

BECAUSE IN THE END, EVERYTHING MATTERS...

Proudly Assisting the Families of Temple Beth Torah
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Temple Beth Torah
243 Cantiague Rock Road
Jericho Gardens, Westbury, NY 11590

www.templebethtorahli.org
(516) 334-7979
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