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Temple Beth Torah hosted an event filled with song and celebration with 
A Threefold Concert: An Afternoon Concert with the Three Jewish 

Baritones (Brian B. Shamash, Scott M. Sokol, and Benjamin R. Sokol).
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	 Dear Friends,
	 The end of the month of 
May includes two observanc-
es which, while modern addi-
tions to the Jewish calendar, 
are among the most important 
for us to reflect upon. 
	 Yom HaShoah, our day 
for remembering the horrors 
of the Holocaust, is marked 
each year on the Hebrew 

date of the 27th of Nissan, corresponding this year to 
Wednesday, April 23rd. This date was selected, after 
some debate amongst Rabbis, because it marks the 
Warsaw Ghetto Uprising, and is a date which signified 
Jewish strength and resilience rather than victimhood. 
In the land of Israel and all over the world, Jews pause 
on this solemn day to remember the evil and the ha-
tred, the strength and the heroes who came to our 
aid, the stories and the names of all those innocents 
whose lives were stolen. 
	 Yom HaAtzmaut, Israel’s Independence Day, 
comes one week later, on Wednesday, April 30th. 
Just one week after the sadness of Yom HaShoah, 
our spirits are lifted by the reality and the miracle of 
the modern state of Israel, with prayers that the land 
will forever remain a bastion of safety and security, 
blessing and pride, democracy and progress, for the 
Jewish people and our world. 
	 The philosopher Santayana wrote, “Those who 
cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat 
it.” Yom HaShoah and Yom HaAtzmaut are days which 
tell a story, the story of the Jewish people in the 20th 
century, a story of unbearable trial and a story of mi-
raculous deliverance. We remember our story and we 
feel close to it, with prayers that the next generation 
of Jews will find meaning and purpose in our obser-
vance of these spring remembrances for generations 
to come. 
	 We are stronger together. That’s why this year, we 
have arranged to partner with our friends at the Shel-
ter Rock Jewish Center for both our Yom HaShoah 
and Yom HaAtzmaut observances. On Wednesday, 
April 23rd, we will join together at Shelter Rock JC for 
a Yom HaShoah program at 7 p.m. which will include 
a screening of the documentary “My Underground 

Shavuot, Yizkor and Giving Back
by Cantor Scott Sokol

	 I’d like to use this 
month’s column to talk about 
an interesting linkage be-
tween the holiday of Shavuot 
and our practice of honor-
ing the memory of those who 
have passed away, through 
the service of Yizkor. As we’ll 
see, the linkage between 
these two topics has a lot to 
do with giving back. 

	 During the time that the Temple stood, the holiday 
of Shavuot was celebrated by Jewish pilgrims coming 
to the Temple to bring bikurim, that is first fruits. Bring-
ing first fruits to the Temple meant choosing among 
our first and best crops, and giving them over as a 
“sacrifice” to the Priests in the Temple and by exten-
sion to God. You can imagine that after waiting all 
year for your crop to grow and yield produce, it would 
be hard to give any of it up (least of all the very first 
produce). That is why it was a “sacrifice.” The practice 
reminded us that as hard as we might have had to 
work to get our fields to produce a crop, ultimately that 
yield and those fields belong to God, and that it was 
through God’s grace that we were able to partake of 
any of it.
	 The practice of bikurim though was also linked 
in an important way to charity around the time of the 
Three Festivals. As it states in Deuteronomy, Chapter 
16:

Three times in a year shall they [i.e., the Children 
of Israel] appear before the Lord your God in the 
place which He shall choose; in the Feast of Un-
leavened Bread, and in the Feast of Weeks, and 
in the Feast of Booths; and they shall not appear 
before the Lord empty-handed; Every person shall 
give as s/he is able, according to the blessing of 
the Lord your God which He has given you.

	 Thus, we see that part of our celebration of the 
Three Festivals was to give back to the broader com-
munity as an act of charity and thanksgiving. How is 
this, though, related to Yizkor? 
	 The original practice associated with Yizkor was 
only to recite the special service on Yom Kippur. This 
is because “yom hakippurim” (“the day of atonements” 
– plural), was thought to effect atonement for both the 

Days of Remembrance 
by Rabbi Jack Dermer

Continued on Page 3Continued on Page 4



 Press from Our Leaders

3

Press from the President
by Ken Maltz, President

	 It is the job of a syna-
gogue president to function 
as the chief executive officer 
of the organization; to man-
age a diverse agenda which 
includes the functioning of all 
synagogue departments, per-
sonnel, and services.
	 Fortunately for us at 
Temple Beth Torah, we have 
a competent and dedicated 

group of members who make up our Boards and carry 
out their functions in a manner that serves us well. I 
do not have to worry about them fulfilling their respon-
sibilities. 
	 What keeps me up at night is the proverbial gorilla 
in the room: what does our future as a fully function-
ing, vibrant congregation look like? In the face of de-
clining numbers and changing demographics, how do 
we sustain our membership levels and even dare to 
increase them? 
	 All the other activities we carry out are going well; 
and when there is a problem, we usually know how 
to resolve the issues; but this question is the central 
challenge that we are facing. 
	 And, by the way, it’s not just us who face this di-
lemma. Houses of worship across several faiths are 
seeing their membership levels decrease for a variety 
of reasons; most of which are already too familiar to 
us.
	 But we are not without help: The United Syna-
gogue of Conservative Judaism (USCJ) offers many 
symposiums, workshops and activities for synagogue 
executives, in an effort to provide assistance to those 
of us who occupy leadership roles in our congrega-
tions, and I have found these offerings to be helpful 
in confronting that gorilla. Unfortunately, no one has 
yet to come up with a surefire method to solve the big 
question. It is up to us to think creatively and try out 
(read: experiment with) new ways to bring people on 
board.
	 During the next few months, we will be putting our 
heads together and trying a variety of strategies to 
overcome the apathy that exists amongst our fellow 
Long Island Jews; 70% of whom remain unaffiliated, 
while only 30% maintain a membership in a syna-
gogue. 
	 I think we can do better.

Cantor (Continued from Page 2)

living and the deceased. How do we effect the atone-
ment of the deceased? Through acts of lovingkind-
ness and specifically charity. Based on another verse 
in Deuteronomy, 21:8, which speaks of atonement 
and redemption, the practice during Yizkor was to 
remember the deceased by pledging charity on their 
behalf. Therefore, the act of giving charity, is both an 
integral part of the atonement process and an impor-
tant theme of the prayer Yizkor.
	 Yizkor was extended from Yom Kippur alone to the 
Three Festivals, because of the citation above about 
not appearing empty-handed on the Shalosh Re-
galim. In this way, one of the most important tenets of 
Judaism, namely tzedakah or charity, becomes linked 
in our minds and hearts to those we loved on these 
festive occasions. Thus, we remember our departed 
through kindness and positive acts for the living. 
	 In modern times, although we no longer make 
sacrifices to the Kohanim at the Temple, we still can 
and should remember those we loved by linking their 
names and memories to present acts of charity and 
lovingkindness.
	 So may I suggest that this Shavuot, when you are 
making your blintz soufflés and other delicious dairy 
products, why not donate an extra one to a food pan-
try or better yet perhaps make a donation to Mazon: A 
Jewish Response to Hunger in honor of a loved one? 
In this way, you can carry on the tradition of bikurim 
and tzedakah while celebrating the Festival of Sha-
vuot.

Our condolences to the Mohr family on the pass-
ing of Esther Mohr, mother of Ian (Michelle), 
and Pamela, grandmother of Drew.

Our condolences to the Damon family on the 
passing of Mark Damon, father of David, father-
in-law of Ruth, grandfather of Matthew (Ali) and 
Amanda.

Our condolences to the Polner family on the 
passing of Sheldon Polner, husband of Florine, 
brother of Gloria Rosenfeld, father of Kira, Da-
vid (Heather), and Heather (Eric), and grand-
father of Aliyah, Brianna, Ella, Bryn, and Remi.
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 Around the Congregation

TACOS & TEQUILA PARTY 

$40 PER PERSON
MONDAY, MAY 5 @ 7:00PMMONDAY, MAY 5 @ 7:00PM

JOIN US FOR THE TBT MEN'S CLUB DINNER OF THE YEAR! 

HHAAMMEESSHH  DDEE  MMAAYYOO

RSVP by 4/28! 
Scan the QR Code or  
Contact Lauren with

any questions. 

All are welcome to join us for
Kosher tacos, tequila 

   tasting and fun!  

Rabbi (Continued from Page 2)

Mother” and a discussion with filmmaker Marisa Fox. 
The film centers around Marisa’s search for her late 
mother’s Holocaust past, highlighting a secret diary 
from a Jewish Women’s camp during the war. Then on 
Wednesday, April 30th, our SRJC friends will join us at 
Temple Beth Torah for our Yom HaAtzmaut Celebra-
tion, also at 7 p.m., which we are calling “Songs of 
Israel.” This gathering will feature the Cantors sharing 
famous Israeli music through the decades, followed 
by a big celebration with dancing, L’Chayims, Israeli 
snacks and more. 
	 As we enter into this important season on our Jew-
ish calendar, may we feel close to our Jewish history, 
and empowered by our Jewish story.
	 Rabbi Dermer

Save the Date!
The Guber family is sponsoring a

 kiddush honoring Larry Fliegelman on 
Saturday, May 17. Please RSVP if 

you plan to attend the kiddush.
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 Recent Events

	 Craft Events: Temple Beth Torah would like to thank our Sisterhood for hosting a two-part Passover 
matzah cover craft night in March. Participants were able to tie dye their covers and then stencil and em-
belish them. In April, we hosted a daytime guided Hamsa sip and paint event that was enjoyed by all.
	 TBT Continues to Support IDF Soldiers with Terri’s Angels, by Carolyn Newman: On Sunday, 
March 23, there were over 30 members who stuffed duffle bags with supplies for the IDF. Much wanted 
and needed notes and cards were written for the soldiers as well. Conversation, laughter and a sense of 
fulfillment filled the social hall. Thank you to Terri’s Angels and to our volunteers and donors. 
	 Pizza and Parsha: The Pizza and Parsha series continued on Thursday, April 3 at Temple Beth To-
rah. Participants are able to learn Torah with four local Rabbis (including Rabbi Dermer), enjoy kosher 
pizza and strengthen the Long Island Jewish community. 
	 Jewish Genealogy Event: On Tuesday, March 25, we were joined by Nolan Altman, President of the 
Jewish Genealogy Society of Long Island, who discussed the challenges and advantages of investigating 
your family history as well as common Jewish genealogical myths. 
	 TBT Presents: An Afternoon of Song and Celebration: On Sunday, March 30, we were thrilled to 
present A Threefold Concert: An Afternoon Concert with the Three Jewish Baritones, featuring Brian B. 
Shamash (Lyric Baritone), Scott M. Sokol (Baritone), and Benjamin R. Sokol (Bass-Baritone). The three 
baritones were accompanied by pianist Scott Stein as well as special musical guests Francene Sokol, 
Jill and Larry Sandberg, Ken Maltz and Zoe Rabinowitz. The reception was sponsored by Alice and Irwin 
Scharf in memory of their parents, Frances and Joseph Eindelberg and Molly and Sol Scharf. We thank 
them for their sponsorship, and we would also like to thank our volunteers for all of their help.

Follow Temple Beth Torah on Facebook to see additional pictures.
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 Upcoming Events for May 2025

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

4

11

18

25

5

12

19

26

6

13

20

27

7

14

21

28

Morning Minyan,
9:00 a.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Morning Minyan,
9:00 a.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Men’s Club Hamesh 
de Mayo Tacos & 

Taquila Party, 
7:00 p.m.

Minyan, 8:30 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Sisterhood’s Lunch 
and Learn with Rabbi 
Kayley, 12:00 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Sisterhood’s Pure 
Barre Class,

7:00 p.m.
Evening Minyan,

8:30 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Rabbi’s Class,
7:30 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Rabbi’s Class,
7:30 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Rabbi’s Class,
7:30 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Rabbi’s Class,
7:30 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Mother’s Day

Rosh
Chodesh
Sivan

Morning Minyan,
9:00 a.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Pesach Sheni

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Yom 
Yerushalayim
Jerusalem 
Reunification Day
Memorial DayMorning Minyan,

9:00 a.m.
Evening Minyan,

8:30 p.m.
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 Upcoming Events for May 2025

Upcoming
Event

Spotlight

Our leadership 
and clergy work

 tirelessly to
 craft experiences

which will be 
inspirational, 

meaningful and 
safe for all 

involved.

Temple Beth 
Torah is still 
active and 

thriving. If you 
haven’t come by 
lately, please do! 

There’s always 
something going 

on here at
Temple Beth 

Torah! 

We value our 
members and 
your opinions. 

If you have ideas 
for future 

programs or 
events, or if you 

have any 
questions or 

concerns, please 
don’t hesitate to 
reach out to our 

office, our 
Executive Board

 and/or our 
clergy.

Thursday Friday Saturday

1

8

15

22

29

2

9

16

23

30

3

10

17

24

31

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Candle Lighting,
8:01 p.m.

Shabbat Services, 
6:30 p.m.

Shabbat Services,
9:30 a.m.

Minha Services,
8:00 p.m.

Pizza & Parsha,
6:30 p.m.
Talble Talk,
7:00 p.m.

Minyan, 8:30 p.m.

Candle Lighting,
7:56 p.m.

Shabbat Services, 
6:30 p.m.

Shabbat Services,
9:30 a.m.

Minha Services,
7:55 p.m.

Lag B’Omer Bonfire,
7:00 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Candle Lighting,
7:49 p.m.

Shabbat Services, 
6:30 p.m.

Shabbat Services,
9:30 a.m.

Minha Services,
7:50 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Candle Lighting,
7:42 p.m.

Shabbat Services, 
6:30 p.m.

Shabbat Services,
9:30 a.m.

Minha Services,
7:40 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Candle Lighting,
7:35 p.m.

Shabbat Services, 
6:30 p.m.

Shabbat Services,
9:30 a.m.

Sisterhood Shabbat
Minha Services,

7:35 p.m.

Yom 
Ha’Atzmaut
Israel Independence 
Day

Lag B’Omer
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 A Guide to Temple Beth Torah

PURCHASE
TORAH CARDS

Contact Linda Pochtar, Betty Weiss or the
Temple office for additional information
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 Support Temple Beth Torah

4x8 brick including 3 lines & mini souvenir replica - $175
8x8 brick including 6 lines & mini souvenir replica - $380 

TEMPLE BETH TORAH 
GIVING OPPORTUNITIES

Honor or Memorialize your loved ones while giving back to TBT  

MEMORIAL PLAQUES

Etz Hayim Torah & Commentary - $144
Siddur Lev Shalem for Shabbat & Festivals OR

Siddur Sim Shalom for Weekday Siddur Sim
Shalom for Weekdayss  - $118 

Plaque - $400     
Reserve a plaque location - $100  

BRICKS

PRAYER BOOKS

TREE OF LIFE
Rock - $700          Acorn - $500          Leaf - $250

KIDDUSH SPONSOR
Friday Night Oneg - $75   Shabbat Kiddush - $215

For more information,  contact Lauren @ 516-334-7979 or
admin@templebethtorahli.org

RABBI'S CHARITY FUND
Any $ Amount

TBT PROGRAMMING FUND
Any $ Amount

KIDDUSH OR HOLIDAY FLOWER SPONSOR
$90
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 Advertisements and Classifieds

Discount for members of Discount for members of 
Temple Beth TorahTemple Beth Torah

 

 
 

Long Island’s Premier Electrical Contractor  
Servicing Homeowners, Businesses, and Non-Profits 

We Offer: 
Service Upgrades, Lighting Design, Kitchen & Bath Wiring, Pools & Spa Wiring, 

Landscape Lighting, Turn-key Generator System Installation, 
Whole Home Surge Protectors, 

Electric Vehicle Charger Wiring & Installation Experts 
 

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE  
Andrew Popkin  

516.822.4566 
www.popkinelectric.com 

Licensed & Insured  
 

5% Discount for Temple Members!  
Max discount of $100.  Not valid on service calls 

Computer Upgrade • Repair

Virus Removal • PC Cleanup

Optimization • Installation

At Home Service • & More

Aron Newman
8 Locust Ave

E Farmingdale, NY 11735

www.gigabyteny.com

Digital Strategy • Hosting

Web Development • SEO

Social Media • eCommerce

Email Marketing • Analytics

Serving all your technology needs

Digital and Internet Services

 Computer and Network Services
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UUppffrroonntt  SSeeccuurriittyy  AAssssoocciiaatteess,,  LLLLCC  
PPhh..  334477--998888--00119999    

IInnffoo@@uuppffrroonnttsseeccuurriittyyaassssoocciiaatteess..ccoomm                        

wwwwww..uuppffrroonnttsseeccuurriittyyaassssoocciiaatteess..ccoomm                                                                              

553355  BBrrooaaddhhoollllooww  RRooaadd  SSttee..  BB4400    MMeellvviillllee,,    NNYY    1111774477  

          OOuurr  SSeerrvviicceess  
  
                  PPrrootteeccttiivvee  SSeerrvviicceess                                                                      IInnvveessttiiggaattiivvee  SSeerrvviicceess  
  
                  AArrmmeedd  aanndd  UUnnaarrmmeedd                                                                  PPrriivvaattee  IInnvveessttiiggaattiioonn  SSeerrvviicceess  
                HHoouusseess  ooff  WWoorrsshhiipp                                                                                  --  CCrriimmiinnaall  &&  CCiivviill                                                                        
                SScchhooooll  SSeeccuurriittyy                                                                                  PPrree--EEmmppllooyymmeenntt  BBaacckkggrroouunndd  CChheecckkss              
                PPuubblliicc  LLiibbrraarryy                                                                                        BBuussiinneessss  VVeettttiinngg    
                EExxeeccuuttiivvee  PPrrootteeccttiioonn                                                                    SSuurrvveeiillllaannccee  PPhhoottooss  --  VViiddeeoo  
                EEssttaattee  SSeeccuurriittyy                                                                                  CCoommppaannyy  IIDD  CCaarrddss                                    
     

  
  

TThhee  EExxppeerrtt  SSeeccuurriittyy  SSeerrvviiccee    
YYoouu  EExxppeecctt..      

  
LLeeaavvee  tthhee  JJoobb  ttoo  tthhee  PPrrooffeessssiioonnaallss      
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MAKE THE DIFFICULT DECISIONS NOW,
SO YOUR FAMILY WON’T HAVE TO LATER.

KEVIN GRAY & ANDREW NOVAK 
1236 WELLWOOD AVENUE . WEST BABYLON, NY 11704

631-454-9600 | STAROFDAVIDCHAPELS.COM

JUST STEPS AWAY FROM
• NEW MONTEFIORE
• BETH MOSES
• WELLWOOD
• MT. ARARAT
• PINELAWN MEMORIAL PARK

BECAUSE IN THE END, EVERYTHING MATTERS...

Proudly Assisting the Families of Temple Beth Torah
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Temple Beth Torah
243 Cantiague Rock Road
Jericho Gardens, Westbury, NY 11590

www.templebethtorahli.org
(516) 334-7979
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