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Temple Beth Torah celebrated Tu B’Shvat with a craft event, where 
participants made an edible seder plate and a fruit tree picture frame,

 and a seder, where we celebrated with singing, learning, and delicious food. 
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	 Last month, I was hon-
ored to participate and deliver 
the closing benediction at a 
deeply meaningful gathering 
with fellow clergy, chaplains, 
and veterans with the Ameri-
can Legion. For those who are 
not familiar with the American 
Legion, they are the largest 
national organization doing 
the truly holy work of advocat-

ing for veterans and their families in all of their many 
needs. It is an honor for me to support them however 
I can, and I urge others to learn more. 

	 This particular gathering on that Sunday was a 
remembrance for something that many should be in-
terested to learn more about: “The Four Chaplains.” 
“Who were the four chaplains?”, you ask. Also known 
as the Immortal Chaplains or the Dorchester Chap-
lains, these four heros were religious leaders trained 
in offering comfort to soldiers during the most diffi-
cult moments of war. On February 3rd of 1943, the 
four chaplains were called to serve G-d and country 
in ways that most of us could not even imagine. The 
US Dorcehster, carrying 904 American troops was hit 
on that fateful and horrific day by a Nazi Torpedo. In 
the chaos, the four chaplains calmly and heroically di-
rected soldiers to lifeboats, comforted the frightened, 
and offered prayers. When life jackets ran out, the 
four chaplains removed their own and gave them to 
soldiers, saving four additional lives. As the ship was 

Will the Real Month of Adar Please 
Stand Up, by Cantor Scott Sokol

	 The writing of this 
newsletter article finds me 
still in the midst of the period 
of Shloshim for my mother of 
blessed memory, Carol Kay 
Sokol. That fact, along with an 
interesting feature of the Jew-
ish calendar, has created an 
opportunity to write a column 
about the month of Adar. 
	 Most Jewish years have 

one month of Adar. But seven times every nineteen 
years (I know, a strange fraction) we find ourselves 
in a Jewish leap year and during such time the cal-
endar expands to include two months of Adar, known 
simply as Adar I and Adar II (or Adar Aleph and Adar 
Bet in Hebrew). This temporal custom is not a random 
quirk, but a carefully designed feature of the Jewish 
calendar, whose purpose is to keep our lunar months 
aligned with the solar year. Without these periodic 
leap years, the holidays would slowly drift out of their 
proper seasons, and importantly Passover would no 
longer fall in the spring.
	 But what of the holiday that actually falls in Adar, 
namely Purim? Jewish tradition is clear that in a leap 
year Purim is celebrated in Adar II, preserving its 
place close to Pesach. This doesn’t cause too much 
trouble, just a bit more anticipation. One aspect of 
Jewish practice though is more directly affected by 
this calendrical oddity, namely marking a yahrtzeit?
	 Here the tradition is a bit more complex and sub-
ject to debate (like all good Jewish topics). One as-
pect of the question is agreed to by all authorities; 
specifically, if a loved one passed away during one of 
the months of Adar in a leap year, the yahrtzeit is ob-
served in that same month in future leap years, name-
ly Adar I or Adar II. However, during a non-leap year, 
it’s less straightforward. Most Ashkenazic authorities 
rule that the yahrtzeit for someone who passed away 
in a non-leap year Adar should be observed in Adar I 
when the leap year occurs. However, other Ashkenaz-
ic authorities and all Sephardim hold by the custom 
to observe the yahrtzeit in Adar II. Personally I prefer 
this custom in many ways, primarily because it aligns 
our remembrance with the particular month of Adar in 
which Purim falls, thereby associating it with joy and 

Remembering the Four Chaplains
by Rabbi Jack Dermer

Continued on Page 4Continued on Page 4
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Press from the President
by Ken Maltz, President

	 Schulem Aleykhem 
Yidn, this is your friend Reb 
Yankl, wishing you and your 
families a GUT PURIM!
	 I always tell my friends 
that with all the tsuris we Jews 
have seen, when it comes a 
time to have a simkhe, we 
should all enjoy it. You know, 
being a Jew, its not all about 
suffering; being thrown out 

of one place after another, being killed, losing our 
parnussas and so-on. We have many reasons to be 
happy and proud of who we are. We have mishpocha 
to kvell over, Yom Toyvim to celebrate and a culture 
that is rich: music, art, books, education…the others 
should be so lucky!
	 So, let’s talk about Purim. You know, that’s when 
we read the Megillah and make lots of noise when a 
certain person’s name is mentioned, not that I should 
say it here, heaven forbid! We even eat that person’s 
ear, or as some rabbunim say, his hat – those ha-
mantaschn. Oh, did I tell you? My wonderful wife, she 
should live to be 120, makes such hamantashn, you 
can’t stop eating them. And, you shouldn’t forget, we 
send to each other gifts, shlach munis, usually things 
to eat (wu den?) and have maybe a Purim Shpil so we 
can tell the story in a funny way. It’s even a mitzveh 
that we should drink, and I don’t mean apple juice… 
schnapps! My favorite is Slivovitz, but you can have 
so many other kinds what you like! Just do me a favor 
please, if you do drink a L’Chayim or maybe a few L’ 
Chayims, don’t drive your car so soon or make im-
portant decisions because then maybe you will have 
some real tsuris like, G-d forbid, an accident or even 
make a shiddakh with someone you don’t want to 
have in your life; you shouldn’t know from it! Pu-pu-
pu-
	 This holiday isn’t so bad, nu? It’s my favorite; just 
like Pesach, Tu B’Shvat, Chanuke and all the others. 
They are all my favorites. Even if so many terrible 
things happened to us, we came through and, you 
know, here we are! Shoyn!
	 So everyone, let’s all come to shul, the wonderful 
Temple Beth Torah and have a simkhedikh evening 
with our real Rabbi, Hazn, and all our friends and fam-
ilies! 
	 You should live and be well – Zay gezint alle!
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 Around the Congregation

Our condolences to the Chodes family on 
the passing of Mitchell Chodes, son of Leah         
Chodes, brother and brother-in-law of Scott and 
Beth, uncle of Max and Andrew.

Ingredients:
4 eggs, 1 cup oil, 1 1/4 cups sugar, 2 tsp. vanilla

3 tsp. baking powder, 1/2 tsp. salt, 5 1/2 cups flour

Beat eggs. Beat in oil, sugar, vanilla, baking powder 
and salt. Add flour gradually and mix thoroughly.  Add 
more flour as needed so dough is workable but not 
sticky. Roll dough out onto a lightly floured board to 
about a 1/4 inch thickness.Cut out 2-3 inch round cir-
cles (a drinking glass works well). Place desired filling 
in center of each circle. Pinch on 3 sides to form a 
triangle (the center will be open). Place on a greased 
cookie sheet. Bake at 375 degrees for 12-15 minutes 
or until lightly browned.

Recipe from Our Sisterhood:
Hamentaschen

Cantor (Continued from Page 2)

redemption.
	 Importantly, while Adar is classically associated 
with joy (i.e., “mi-shenichnas Adar marbin b’simcha”), 
this fact does not cancel mourning obligations. Yahrtz-
eits are observed fully: candles are lit, Kaddish is re-
cited, and memory is honored. Jewish law does not 
ask us to erase grief, but to hold it alongside life’s 
celebrations. The doubling of Adar reminds us that 
Jewish time makes room for complexity, while main-
taining sensitivity. Even in months associated with joy, 
remembrance remains sacred, and even in times of 
mourning the calendar carries us forward in a positive 
direction.
	 May we all experience heightened joy in the month 
to come.

Rabbi (Continued from Page 2)

sinking, survivors saw them linked arm-in-arm on the 
deck, praying and singing hymns. 
	 The actions of the four chaplains have come to 
reflect for all who remember them both a selfless 
heroism and a moment of incredible interfaith unity. 
Though each from dramatically different backgrounds, 
the way in which they stood together during the trial of 
war reminds us all of our common humanity, and our 
shared values as religious Americans.

	 As the Jewish representative at this year’s Four 
Chaplains Memorial, I was proud to stand beside oth-
er local faith leaders and affirm the mission and the 
legacy of the Four Chaplains once more.  May the 
memories of Lt. George L. Fox: Methodist, Lt. Alex-
ander D. Goode: Jewish, Lt. John P. Washington: Ro-
man Catholic, Lt. Clark V. Poling: Dutch Reformed, be 
for a blessing, and may G-d bless all of the brave men 
and women who put their lives on the line in defense 
of our freedoms and our great nation.
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 Recent Events

	 Temple Beth Torah Snowbirds Reunion: On Tuesday, January 27, our Temple Beth Torah snow-
birds hosted their fourth annual get-together in Florida. The dinner was attended by thirty members from 
Temple Beth Torah who enjoyed each other, conversation and live music. 
	 Pizza and Parasha Sessions Continue: The most recent Pizza and Parasha session was on 
Wednesday, January 28, which was led by Rabbi Dermer at Shelter Rock Jewish Center. Participants 
enjoyed a delicious kosher pizza dinner and meaningful Torah study.
	 Tu B’Shvat Celebrations: On Thursday, January 29, congregants joined Lauren to make an edible 
Tu B’Shvat seder plate and fruit tree picture frame. Then, on Sunday, February 1, all were welcome to 
join our Tu B’Shevat Seder, where we celebrated the Jewish “Earth Day” with singing, learning, drinking 
wine, and tasting delicious fruits. 
	 Cantor Sokol’s New Class Series Begins: Every Tuesday in February, congregants joined Cantor 
Sokol for an exploration of the themes, structure and melodies of the weekday evening service. Partici-
pants became more knowledgeable and even learned to lead the Ma’ariv service. 
	 Celebratory Shabbat Weekend: This year for our annual Super Bowl Shabbat weekend, Rabbi 
Dermer held an alternative service in the classroom. All were invited to join for meditation, group singing, 
and deep discussion about the meaning of the Torah in our lives. Then, we joined our friends in the main 
sanctuary for the sermon and a special Super Bowl themed Kiddush all together. 
	 On Super Bowl Sunday, February 8, participants joined us for our annual World Wide Wrap, when we 
join together with Conservative Synagogues across the globe to learn about and celebrate the Mitzvah of 
Tefillin. A light bagel breakfast was provided for those who joined and helped make the Minyan!

Follow Temple Beth Torah on Facebook to see additional pictures.
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 Upcoming Events: March 2026

Sunday

1

Monday Tuesday Wednesday

8

15

22

29

2

9

16

23

30

3

10

17

24

31

4

11

18

25

Morning Minyan,
9:00 a.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Morning Minyan,
9:00 a.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Megillah Reading
 and Purim Party

Pizza and Parsha,
6:30 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Rabbi’s Class,
7:30 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Rabbi’s Class,
7:30 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Rabbi’s Class,
7:30 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Pizza and Parsha,
6:30 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Fast of
Esther
Erev Purim

Purim Shushan
Purim

Search for 
Chametz in
the Evening

Morning Minyan,
9:00 a.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Morning Minyan,
9:00 a.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Morning Minyan,
9:00 a.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.
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 Upcoming Events: March 2026

Our leadership 
and clergy work

 tirelessly to
 craft experiences

which will be 
inspirational, 

meaningful and 
safe for all 

involved.

Temple Beth 
Torah is active 

and thriving. 
If you haven’t

 come by lately, 
please do! 

There’s always 
something going 

on here at
Temple Beth 

Torah! 

We value our 
members and 
your opinions. 

If you have ideas 
for future 

programs or 
events, or if you 

have any 
questions or 

concerns, please 
don’t hesitate to 
reach out to our 

office, our 
Executive Board

 and/or our 
clergy.

Thursday Friday Saturday

5

12

19

26

6

13

20

27

7

14

21

28

Table Talk,
7:00 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Candle Lighting,
6:57 p.m.

Shabbat Services, 
6:30 p.m.

Shabbat Services,
9:30 a.m.

Minha Services,
6:55 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Candle Lighting,
6:50 p.m.

Shabbat Services, 
6:30 p.m.

Shabbat Services,
9:30 a.m.

TBTots Shabbat
Minha Services,

6:50 p.m.

Sisterhood Craft 
Night,

7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Evening Minyan,

8:30 p.m.

Candle Lighting,
6:42 p.m.

Services, 6:30 p.m.
Shabbat Across 
America Dinner

Shabbat Services,
9:30 a.m.

Minha Services,
6:40 p.m.

Evening Minyan,
8:30 p.m.

Candle Lighting,
5:34 p.m.

Shabbat Services, 
6:30 p.m.

Shabbat Services,
9:30 a.m.

Minha Services,
5:30 p.m.

Shabbat 
Parah

Shabbat
Hachodesh

Rosh 
Chodesh 
Nisan

Shabbat
Hagadol
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 A Guide to Temple Beth Torah
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 Support Temple Beth Torah
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Discount for members of Discount for members of 
Temple Beth TorahTemple Beth Torah
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UUppffrroonntt  SSeeccuurriittyy  AAssssoocciiaatteess,,  LLLLCC  
PPhh..  334477--998888--00119999    

IInnffoo@@uuppffrroonnttsseeccuurriittyyaassssoocciiaatteess..ccoomm                        

wwwwww..uuppffrroonnttsseeccuurriittyyaassssoocciiaatteess..ccoomm                                                                              

553355  BBrrooaaddhhoollllooww  RRooaadd  SSttee..  BB4400    MMeellvviillllee,,    NNYY    1111774477  

          OOuurr  SSeerrvviicceess  
  
                  PPrrootteeccttiivvee  SSeerrvviicceess                                                                      IInnvveessttiiggaattiivvee  SSeerrvviicceess  
  
                  AArrmmeedd  aanndd  UUnnaarrmmeedd                                                                  PPrriivvaattee  IInnvveessttiiggaattiioonn  SSeerrvviicceess  
                HHoouusseess  ooff  WWoorrsshhiipp                                                                                  --  CCrriimmiinnaall  &&  CCiivviill                                                                        
                SScchhooooll  SSeeccuurriittyy                                                                                  PPrree--EEmmppllooyymmeenntt  BBaacckkggrroouunndd  CChheecckkss              
                PPuubblliicc  LLiibbrraarryy                                                                                        BBuussiinneessss  VVeettttiinngg    
                EExxeeccuuttiivvee  PPrrootteeccttiioonn                                                                    SSuurrvveeiillllaannccee  PPhhoottooss  --  VViiddeeoo  
                EEssttaattee  SSeeccuurriittyy                                                                                  CCoommppaannyy  IIDD  CCaarrddss                                    
     

  
  

TThhee  EExxppeerrtt  SSeeccuurriittyy  SSeerrvviiccee    
YYoouu  EExxppeecctt..      

  
LLeeaavvee  tthhee  JJoobb  ttoo  tthhee  PPrrooffeessssiioonnaallss      

Computer Upgrade • Repair

Virus Removal • PC Cleanup

Optimization • Installation

At Home Service • & More

Aron Newman
8 Locust Ave

E Farmingdale, NY 11735

www.gigabyteny.com

Digital Strategy • Hosting

Web Development • SEO

Social Media • eCommerce

Email Marketing • Analytics

Serving all your technology needs

Digital and Internet Services

 Computer and Network Services
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Temple Beth Torah
243 Cantiague Rock Road
Jericho Gardens, Westbury, NY 11590

www.templebethtorahli.org
(516) 334-7979
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